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1. PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT
This Non-Technical Summary (NTS) provides an overview of the addendum to the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) Environmental Report of the Powys Local Development
Plan 2011-2026, Deposit Draft (incorporating Focussed Changes and Further Focussed
Changes) (the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report). The addendum presents the
findings of the SEA of the proposed Matters Arising Changes (MACs) to the Powys Local
Development Plan 2011-2026, Deposit Draft (incorporating Focussed Changes and Further
Focussed Changes) (for the purposes of the SEA only, hereafter referred to in this
document as the ‘Composite Plan’), as set out in the Powys Local Development Plan
Schedule of Matters Arising Changes (September 2017) and reflected in the LDP Composite
Version incorporating Matters Arising Changes (September 2017).
The following sections of this NTS:
 provide an overview of the Local Development Plan (LDP) and the plan preparation
process to-date;
 describe the approach to identifying the MACs that are considered significant for the
purposes of the SEA and the approach taken to the assessment of them;
 summarise the findings of the SEA of the MACs; and
 set out the next steps in the SEA of the LDP.

2. THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Powys County Council (the County Council) is currently preparing the Powys LDP which,
once adopted, will set out the County Council’s policies for the development and use of land
in Powys up to 2026. The Plan applies to all of Powys except land within the Brecon
Beacons National Park.
The LDP was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for Examination in January 2016.
Following an Exploratory Meeting held on 10th May 2016, the appointed Planning Inspector
wrote to the County Council on 25th May 2016 outlining her decision to suspend the
Examination for a period of six months in order to enable the authority to prepare additional
evidence. Having undertaken the additional work, the County Council consulted on Further
Focussed Changes to the LDP (which, together with the Deposit Plan and Focussed
Changes are hereafter referred to in this document as the ‘Deposit Plan’ for the
purposes of the SEA only) prior to the recommencement of the Examination in March
2017.
Following consultation on the Further Focussed Changes, a series of Hearing Sessions took
place over a 17 week period commencing on 28th March 2017. The Council is now
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consulting on a number of proposed changes that have emerged as a result of matters
arising during the Hearing Sessions; these changes are set out in the Powys Local
Development Plan Schedule of Matters Arising Changes (September 2017) and reflected in
the LDP Composite Version incorporating Matters Arising Changes (September 2017). A
total of 204 MACs are proposed and these are available to view via the County Council’s
website: www.powys.gov.uk/ldp.

3. STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
In developing the LDP, the County Council must incorporate the requirements of European
Union Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and
programmes on the environment, referred to as the Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) Directive, implemented through the relevant Welsh regulations. The objective of the
SEA Directive and regulations is to provide for a high level of protection of the environment
and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and
adoption of plans and programmes such as local development plans.
The County Council undertook a formal screening exercise on 5th July 2011 which
determined that the LDP required environmental assessment under the SEA Directive. The
main stages of the SEA process as it has been applied to the preparation of the LDP are
summarised below:














SEA “Baseline Scoping” - the County Council consulted on the scope and level of
detail to be included in the Environmental Report between 29th July 2011 and 2nd
September 2011.
Pre-Deposit LDP draft Environmental Report - from 19th March to 30th April 2012
the County Council issued the Pre-Deposit LDP documents for public consultation,
including a draft Environmental Report.
Initial Deposit Stage Environmental Report 2014 – Initial Deposit LDP documents
were issued for public consultation, including the Initial Deposit Stage Environmental
Report 2014, from 28th July to the 8th September 2014.
Deposit Stage Environmental Report 2015 – following consideration of
representations made during the Initial Deposit Stage in 2014, the County Council
determined to issue revised Deposit LDP documents for public consultation, including
a revised Deposit Stage Environmental Report, from June 8th 2015 to July 20th 2015.
Deposit Stage (incorporating Focussed Changes) Environmental Report 2016having considered the representations made on the Deposit Draft LDP, the County
Council made amendments to the Plan to address some of the matters and issues
raised by submissions and a revised Environmental Report was prepared and
consulted on alongside the Focussed Changes between 29th January and11th March
2016 prior to submission of the LDP for Examination.
Examination and Further Focussed Changes – following an Exploratory Meeting
held on 10th May 2016, the appointed Planning Inspector wrote to the County Council
on 25th May 2016 outlining her decision to suspend the Examination for a period of
six months in order to enable the authority to prepare additional evidence. Having
undertaken the additional work, the County Council consulted on Further Focussed
Changes to the LDP prior to the recommencement of the Examination in March
2017. The Further Focussed Changes (the ‘Deposit Plan’) were assessed and the
outcomes presented in the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report.
Matters Arising Changes - A number of changes to the LDP arose during the
Hearing Sessions and these have been collated and published as MACs to the LDP.
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In order to ensure that the environmental effects of these changes are adequately
assessed, the assessment contained in the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report
has been further updated. The addendum to which this NTS relates presents the
findings of the assessment of the MACs and is being issued for consultation.
The addendum to the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report is being issued for
consultation alongside the Matters Arising Schedule. It should be read in conjunction with
the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report which can be accessed via the Council’s
website: www.powys.gov.uk/ldp.

4. HOW THE MATTERS ARISING CHANGES HAVE BEEN ASSESSED
The assessment of the MACs to the Deposit Plan has comprised two stages. The first stage
involved screening of the modifications to determine whether or not they are significant and
the need for any consequential changes to the previous assessment work contained in the
October 2016 SEA Environmental Report.
The results of the screening exercise are presented in Appendix 1. Those MACs that are
considered to be significant are summarised in Section 3.2 of the main report, together with
an indication of why they are considered to be significant and implications for the SEA. This
addendum draws on earlier SEA work to comment on these changes in order to ensure that
the effects of all significant changes have been identified, described and evaluated.
Consistent with the approach to the SEA of the Deposit Plan, SEA objectives have been
used to support the assessment of the MACs. The SEA objectives have been derived from
the baseline information gathered for the LDP and the review of policies, plans and
programmes, along with comments from consultees during earlier iterations of the LDP.
Table NTS1 lists the SEA objectives used in the assessment.
Table NTS1

SEA Objectives

SEA Topic Area – Biodiversity
1.

To protect and enhance all designated sites of nature conservation in the Plan area.

2.

To protect and enhance all species and habitats identified in the Powys Local Biodiversity Action Plan
or Section 42 List.

SEA Topic Area – Population and Human Health
3.

Enhance the provision of housing, employment and community services to meet the needs of the
population and in response to demographic changes (e.g. the ageing population and the need to
retain the young working age population).

4.

Promote improvement in community safety.

5.

Promote improvement in human health and opportunities for healthy living.

6.

To prevent or minimise exposure to potential sources of nuisance and risk to human health.

SEA Topic Area – Soil
7.

To protect soils that are classified as being important for carbon storage and agriculture.

8.

To prevent contamination of land and support remediation as part of new development.

SEA Topic Area – Water
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9.

To maintain and improve water quality and quantity.

SEA Topic Area – Air
10. To protect and improve air quality in Powys and in particular the Newtown Air Quality Management
Area*.
SEA Topic Area – Climatic Factors
11. To reduce flood risk.
12. To reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
SEA Topic Area – Material Assets
13. To protect mineral resources from development that would preclude extraction.
14. To protect important material assets including strategic, transport and location specific infrastructure
from incompatible development.
SEA Topic Area – Cultural Heritage
15. To understand, value, protect and enhance Powys’ historic environment including its diversity, local
distinctiveness and heritage.
16. To protect and enhance Welsh language and culture.
SEA Topic Area – Landscape
17. To protect and enhance Powys rich natural landscape.
SEA Topic Area – Geodiversity
18. To protect Regionally Important Geo-diversity Sites (RIGS) from incompatible development.
*Please note that the Newtown Air Quality Management Area was revoked in March 2017.

The MACs have been assessed against the SEA objectives and consequential revisions
made to the policy assessment matrices and site assessment contained in the October 2016
SEA Environmental Report are presented in Appendix 2 in Appendix 3 respectively.

5. SUMMARY OF THE ASSESSMENT OF THE MATTERS ARISING CHANGES
Based on the screening exercise, a total of 31 MACs have been identified as significant for
the purposes of the SEA and these are listed in Table 3.1 of the main report. These
changes principally concern modifications to plan policies (see Section 5.1 below) and site
allocations (Section 5.2). It should be noted that the screening presented in Appendix 1
has confirmed that the proposed MACs will not result in significant changes to the LDP
objectives and that the MACs are consistent with the overall strategy contained in the
Deposit Plan. In consequence, the assessment of these plan components contained in the
October 2016 SEA Environmental Report remains valid and has not been revised as part of
this addendum.
5.1
LDP Policies
The Composite Plan includes a total of 61 policies. Those policy MACs considered to be
significant have been assessed as part of this addendum and the detailed assessment
matrices contained in the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report revised in order to take
into account these policy changes (see Appendix 2 of this addendum).
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Table NTS2 shows the anticipated cumulative effects of each Plan chapter against the SEA
objectives, revised to reflect the proposed MACs to the Deposit Plan (new text is underlined
and deleted text indicated by strikethrough). The cumulative effects on the SEA objectives
resulting from all chapters has also been assessed.
Table NTS2

Summary of the Cumulative Effects of the LDP Policies including Matters
Arising Changes
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Key

Detail

Comment

PP

Major Positive

Sites/policy would have a major positive impact on the
environment

P

Positive

Site/policy would have a positive impact on the environment.

?

Uncertain

Site/policy impact on the environment is uncertain.

0

Neutral

Site/policy would have a neutral impact on the environment

N

Negative

Site/policy would have a negative impact on the environment

NN

Major Negative

Site/policy would have a major negative impact on the
environment.

Overall, the assessment has identified that the majority of the SEA objectives will experience
positive effects as a result of the implementation of the policies contained in the Composite
Plan (including MACs). Major positive impacts are identified for those SEA objectives that
relate to population and human health (meeting future needs) and cultural heritage (the
historic environment and Welsh language and culture). This principally reflects the socioeconomic benefits associated with new housing and employment development, services and
facilities.
No cumulative major negative impacts have been identified. However, there is the potential
for minor negative impacts on those SEA objectives that relate to, in particular, water
resources as well as mixed positive and negative impacts on soils (agricultural land quality
and carbon storage) and landscape. This principally reflects impacts associated with the
construction and operation of new housing and employment uses including land take, water
use and loss of landscape character.
Housing and economic policies (including allocations) could have major negative impacts in
respect of minerals (SEA Objective 13) reflecting the potential for development to preclude
the extraction of category 1 minerals. However, the protection to mineral resources provided
by other LDP policies including Strategic Policy SP7, Policy DM8 and Policy DM9 are
expected to help ensure that adverse effects are not significant.
5.2
Site Allocations
The Deposit Plan contained a total of 168 site allocations for housing, Gypsies and
Travellers, employment and mixed use development (including existing commitments).
Each site was assessed against the SEA objectives using tailored site assessment criteria.
The findings of the assessments of both the proposed site allocations and alternatives are
detailed in the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report and appendices.
Changes to the Deposit Plan proposals map and insets proposed in the MACs include:




the removal of site ‘P42 HA4 Newtown Road’ from the list of allocated Gypsy and
Traveller sites and the inclusion of ‘P42 HC1 Newtown Road’ as a Gypsy and
Traveller site (MAC 106/M40);
the inclusion of ‘P47 HC2 Land at Tyler’s Field’ as a housing commitment (MAC
94/M42); and
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the inclusion of ‘P57 HC2 Land at Leighton Arches, Welshpool’ as a Gypsy and
Traveller site (MAC 106/M54).

Additionally, the boundaries of several further sites have been amended (although this has
not resulted in significant changes to the assessment contained in the October 2016 SEA
Environmental Report). Appendix 3 to this addendum contains the detailed assessment of
the new and amended site allocations.
Overall, the scale of housing and employment land provision is considered to be significant
and will help to meet the future needs of the County, its communities and businesses over
the plan period whilst minimising the potential for significant adverse environmental effects.
This reflects both the characteristics of individual sites and also the fact that the majority of
dwellings and employment land will be delivered in the County’s towns and with a particular
focus on Llandrindod Wells, Newtown and Ystradgynlais (Powys’ largest towns) which have
greater capacity in terms of their sustainability to receive growth.
Whilst there is the potential for new development to result in adverse environmental effects,
in many cases (such as in respect of biodiversity and landscape) it is anticipated that the
potential adverse effects could be mitigated at the project level. In this context, the suite of
proposed development management policies in particular provide mitigation against a range
of site specific planning matters (including mitigation against any negative impacts on the
environment).
New development of the scale proposed will inevitably result in increased resource
consumption and greenhouse gas emissions compared to the existing baseline. However,
new development will also provide an opportunity to adopt energy/resource efficient,
sustainable design in new buildings thereby helping to reduce the magnitude of adverse
effects in this regard.

6. CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS
Overall, the assessment of the Composite Plan has confirmed that the conclusions of the
October 2016 SEA Environmental Report remain valid and no additional likely significant
negative effects have been identified. There is the potential for additional significant positive
effects across a number of the SEA objectives associated with the inclusion of Policy W2
(Waste Management Proposals). This new policy provides the criteria that all waste
management proposals must meet and which is expected to help ensure that waste-related
development does not give rise to significant adverse impacts on (inter alia) surface water,
ground water, landscapes, biodiversity, the historic environment and human health
Public consultation on the MACs to the Deposit Plan and addendum to the October 2016
SEA Environmental Report is taking place between 19th September and 30th October 2017.
All consultation responses will be forwarded to the Planning Inspector for consideration. The
County Council will then consider the sustainability implications of any subsequent changes
to the LDP and whether any further assessment is needed in accordance with the
requirements of the SEA Directive.
The County Council will publish an 'SEA Post Adoption Statement' once the LDP is adopted,
which explains how the SEA has influenced the LDP. This will include a framework
designed to monitor the significant environmental effects of the Plan’s implementation, as
required under the SEA Directive. Section 4 of the main report describes the measures
proposed to monitor the implementation of the LDP in this regard.

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

9

7. HOW TO COMMENT
We hope that you found the information in this Non-Technical Summary useful. To obtain a
copy of the full addendum to the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report containing the
detailed assessment findings, please visit: www.powys.gov.uk/ldp

Important: Please read before making comments on this consultation
document.
Comments on the Matters Arising Changes can be submitted during the consultation
period either:



By email to ldp@powys.gov.uk
By mail to The LDP Team, Planning Policy, Powys County Council, The Gwalia,
Llandrindod Wells, LD1 6AA.

Comments via E-mail or Post need to be submitted using the 'Matters Arising
Changes Representation Form'. Copies of the form are available on request at the
Council’s four main offices and libraries or an editable version is available to
download from the Council's website: www.powys.gov.uk/ldp.
It should be noted that comments received cannot be treated as confidential. All
comments will be made available for public inspection.
All comments must be received in writing by the close of the consultation period, that
is, 5:00pm on Monday the 30th October 2017. Comments received after the
deadline will not be duly made and will not be accepted.

.
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Section 1 – Introduction
Important: Please read before making comments on this consultation
document.
Comments on the Matters Arising Changes can be submitted during the consultation
period either:



By email to ldp@powys.gov.uk
By mail to The LDP Team, Planning Policy, Powys County Council, The Gwalia,
Llandrindod Wells, LD1 6AA.

Comments via E-mail or Post need to be submitted using the 'Matters Arising
Changes Representation Form'. Copies of the form are available on request at the
Council’s four main offices and libraries or an editable version is available to
download from the Council's website: www.powys.gov.uk/ldp.
It should be noted that comments received cannot be treated as confidential. All
comments will be made available for public inspection.
All comments must be received in writing by the close of the consultation period, that
is, 5:00pm on Monday the 30th October 2017. Comments received after the
deadline will not be duly made and will not be accepted.

1.1

Background

1.1.1

The Local Development Plan

Powys County Council (the County Council) is currently preparing the Powys Local
Development Plan (LDP) which, once adopted, will replace the Powys Unitary Development
Plan (UDP) 2001-2016 (adopted March 2010). The LDP will set out, inter-alia, the vision
and objectives for the future growth of the County, the overarching spatial strategy (in terms
of the quantum and distribution of growth), policies for the development and use of land in
Powys up to 2026 and site allocations. The LDP applies to all of Powys except land within
the Brecon Beacons National Park.
The development of the LDP has been informed by evidence including (but not limited to) a
Local Housing Market Assessment, Retail Study, Employment Needs Assessment, Strategic
Flood Consequences Assessment and Viability Assessment. This evidence, together with
ongoing assessment (which includes Strategic Environmental Assessment, Sustainability
Appraisal and Habitats Regulations Assessment), and extensive public consultation has
been used to support the preparation of the LDP’s policies and proposals.
Based on this work, the County Council prepared the Powys LDP 2011-2026, Deposit Draft,
June 2015 (hereafter referred to as the ‘Deposit Draft LDP’). The Deposit Draft LDP was
available for public consultation between 8th June and 20th July 2015. Having considered the
representations made on the Deposit Draft LDP, the County Council made amendments to
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the Plan to address some of the matters and issues raised by the submissions. The main
changes to the Deposit Draft LDP were as follows:
 the inclusion of a strategic policy section to clarify the Plan’s strategy;
 the redrafting of the development management section;
 an amended dwelling requirement, affordable housing target, and housing provision
figure, based on a consideration of the representations, and further evidence;
 an amended employment land requirement, based on a further assessment of sites;
 revisions to various policies and reasoned justifications; and
 housing site allocation changes, in particular in the Ystradgynlais area.
These proposed changes were referred to as ‘Focussed Changes’ and were published for
public consultation from 29th January 2016 to 11th March 2016 prior to submission of the
LDP to the Planning Inspectorate for Examination by an independent inspector.
Following an Exploratory Meeting held on 10th May 2016, the appointed Planning Inspector
wrote to the County Council on 25th May 2016 outlining her decision to suspend the
Examination for a period of six months in order to enable the authority to prepare additional
evidence. Having undertaken the additional work, the County Council consulted on Further
Focussed Changes to the LDP. The Further Focussed Changes reflected the additional
evidence base work undertaken by the County Council, new national planning policy and the
advice of the Planning Inspector. The main changes included:
 revision of the Strategy section to provide greater clarity and to include additional and
distinct strategic policies;
 the re-drafting of the development management section;
 an amended housing provision figure and affordable housing target;
 inclusion of Local Search Areas for wind and solar PV schemes (based on a
Renewable Energy Assessment, August 2016);
 incorporation of site allocations into relevant policies;
 revisions to various policies and reasoned justifications;
 inclusion of new policies including the safeguarding of the Newtown by-pass route;
 deletion of policies relating to the historic environment; and
 amendments to site allocations with regard to densities and introduction of previously
committed sites (Housing Land Bank).
Public consultation on the Further Focussed Changes to the Deposit Draft LDP (which,
together with the Deposit Plan and Focussed Changes are hereafter referred to in this
document as the ‘Deposit Plan’ for the purposes of the SEA only) took place between
10th October and 21st November 2016 prior to recommencement of the Examination into the
LDP.
1.1.2 Matters Arising Changes
Following consultation on the Further Focussed Changes, a series of Hearing Sessions took
place over a 17 week period commencing on 28th March 2017. The Council is now
consulting on a number of proposed changes that have emerged as a result of matters
arising during the Hearing Sessions; these changes are set out in the Powys Local
Development Plan Schedule of Matters Arising Changes (September 2017) and reflected in
the LDP Composite Version incorporating Matters Arising Changes (September 2017) (for
the purposes of the SEA only, hereafter referred to in this document as the
‘Composite Plan’). A total of 204 MACs are proposed; the main changes include:
 revisions to policy wording and/or supporting text;
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the deletion and/or merging of policies;
the inclusion of new policies; and
changes to proposed site allocations.

The MACs are available to view via the County Council’s website: www.powys.gov.uk/ldp.
Public consultation on the MACs is taking place between 19th September and 30th October
2017. The purpose of the consultation is to enable the general public and interested parties
to submit comments to the MACs and to enable the Inspector to be confident that everyone
affected has had the opportunity to comment before she makes any recommended change
to the LDP and her final report is completed.

1.2

Strategic Environmental Assessment

1.2.1

Overview

In preparing the LDP, the County Council, like all local planning authorities in Wales, must
address the requirements of European Union Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of
the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, referred to as the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive. The SEA Directive has been incorporated into
Welsh law by virtue of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes (Wales)
Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations). The legislation requires that plans and
programmes are assessed in terms of their effects on the environment and aims:
“…to provide for a high level of protection of the environment and to contribute to the
integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and
programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development …” (Article 1 of the SEA
Directive).
1.2.2

Environmental Report Preparation Process

SEA has been undertaken throughout the development of the LDP in order to integrate
environmental and sustainability considerations into the development of the plan. The first
formal stage for the SEA of the LDP was screening and on 5th July 2011 the County
Council's Cabinet determined that the LDP required an environmental assessment pursuant
to the 2004 SEA Regulations.
Following this determination, the County Council consulted on the scope and level of detail
to be included in the Environmental Report. This is also referred to as ‘baseline scoping’.
The Assessment Scoping and Baseline Report, July 2011 was published for consultation
between 29th July 2011 and 2nd September 2011 and opinions invited on the scope and level
of detail that should be included within the Environmental Report. In total, 142 opinions
(representations / comments) were received. The County Council’s Cabinet considered the
opinions and approved the Council’s responses on 14th February 2012.
At its meeting on 1st March 2012, the County Council approved the Pre-Deposit LDP
documents for public consultation, including the accompanying draft Environmental Report.
All the documents were made available for public inspection purposes over the consultation
period from 19th March to 30th April 2012. In total, the County Council received 25 comments
/ representations on the draft Environmental Report during the consultation period and the
representations including draft Council responses to each were considered by the LDP
Working Group and subsequently approved by the Council’s Cabinet at its meeting on 19th
March 2013.
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On 27th May 2014, the County Council approved the Initial Deposit Draft LDP documents for
public consultation, including the Deposit Stage Environmental Report (hereafter referred to
as the Initial Deposit Stage Environmental Report). All the documents were made available
for public inspection purposes over the consultation period from 28th July to the 8th
September 2014. Comments / representations on the Initial Deposit Stage Environmental
Report were considered by the County Council and informed the subsequent revised
(second) Deposit LDP documents, including an Environmental Report that was subject to
consultation between 8th June and 20th July 2015 (the 2015 Environmental Report).
Following consultation on the Deposit Draft LDP, the County Council made amendments to
the Plan and a revised Environmental Report was prepared and consulted on alongside the
Focussed Changes between 29th January and 11th March 2016 prior to submission of the
LDP for Examination. As noted in Section 1.1, following suspension of the Examination, the
Council made a number of Further Focussed Changes to the Deposit Draft LDP. The
Further Focussed Changes (the ‘Deposit Plan’) were assessed and the outcomes presented
in the SEA Environmental Report of the Deposit Draft (Incorporating Focussed Changes and
Further Focussed Changes), October 2016 (hereafter referred to as the ‘October 2016 SEA
Environmental Report’).
This document is an addendum to the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report and has
been prepared in order to take account of, and assess, the MACs to the LDP.
1.2.3 Purpose of this Environmental Report Addendum
The purpose of this addendum is to assess the likely significant effects of the MACs in order
to update the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report as appropriate. This is to ensure that
all the likely significant effects of the LDP (to be adopted) have been identified, described
and evaluated. The report is being issued for consultation alongside the Matters Arising
Schedule.
This report should be read in conjunction with the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report
which can be accessed through the Council’s website: www.powys.gov.uk/ldp.

1.3

Other Assessments

The County Council has, amongst other assessments and studies, also undertaken:
 a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA), which considers the LDP’s relationship
with Natura 2000 / European designated nature conservation sites;
 a Sustainability Appraisal (SA), which considers the LDP’s integration with
sustainability ‘capitals’ (natural, social, human, infrastructure and financial);
 an Impact Assessment, incorporating Welsh Language, Equalities, Well-being of
Future Generations Act, Sustainable Development Principles, Communication and
Engagement, Safeguarding, Corporate Parenting, Community Cohesion and Risk
Management; and
 a Viability Assessment.
For a full list of assessments and supporting documents, please see: www.powys.gov.uk/ldp.
Each of the assessments has been prepared separately, although there are overlaps
between the assessments and appraisals, particularly on some environmental matters
considered by the HRA, SA and this Environmental Report addendum. Where relevant,
each report has drawn on the findings of the other assessments.
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1.4

Structure of this Report

This Environmental Report addendum is structured as follows:


Section 1 – Introduction
This section provides background to the SEA process and requirements. It also
provides an overview of the LDP and the MACs to which this Environmental Report
addendum relates.



Section 2 – Methodology
This section describes the approach to identifying those MACs that are considered
significant for the purposes of the SEA and the approach to their assessment.
Appendix 1 provides a review of each MAC and details whether or not it is
considered to be significant.



Section 3 – Assessment
This section summarises the findings of the SEA of the MACs; Appendix 2 provides
updates to the assessment matrices for each policy chapter (as contained in the
October 2016 SEA Environmental Report) whilst Appendix 3 provides an
assessment of changes to proposed site allocations.



Section 4 – Conclusions, Next Steps and Monitoring
This section presents the conclusions of the Environmental Report addendum,
identifies the next steps in the plan preparation process and details the proposed
annual monitoring framework that will be used to monitor the implementation of the
LDP.

In addition, this Environmental Report addendum is accompanied by a Non-Technical
Summary and detailed appendices
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Section 2 – Methodology
2.1

Introduction

This section outlines the methodology used to assess the MACs to the Deposit Plan. It
describes the process undertaken to determine the significance of the changes to the
Deposit Plan and sets out the SEA objectives against which those changes that are
considered to be significant have been assessed. The SEA objectives used for this
assessment are consistent with those used in the assessment of the Deposit Plan.

2.2

Determining the Significance of the Matters Arising Changes

The MACs have been reviewed to determine whether or not they are significant and whether
there is a need for any consequential changes to the previous assessment work. It should
be noted that there is no detailed guidance on how to determine significance in this context.
The following paragraphs set out the key principles underpinning the screening of changes
in the context of the MACs to the Deposit Plan.
A number of MACs to the Deposit Plan are to ensure that policies are positive in their
approach in accordance with Planning Policy Wales1. They are not considered significant
for the purposes of the assessment because they involve re-wording the policy to ensure
that it complies with national policy. The intent of policies that are modified in this way
remains the same but they are cast in a positive manner as outlined above. Such changes
are therefore not considered to affect the findings of the assessment of these policies
against the SEA objectives (as contained in the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report)
and are not considered to be significant.
Similarly, a number of MACs are proposed to make the wording and/or intent of policies
clearer. These are not considered to be significant for the purposes of the assessment,
unless they also introduce a new criterion or topic that has not been previously assessed.
MACs to the supporting text are proposed to clarify how policies will be implemented and/or
provide justification for them; such MACs are not considered to be significant.
Where MACs involve the deletion of policies / sites, these are acknowledged and the
assessment has been revised accordingly (e.g. references to the policy removed and the
assessment of the policy removed from the relevant matrix and associated text). Such
changes are not considered to be significant (so the deletion of the policy has not been
assessed). This is on the grounds that the Inspector considers the deletion necessary to
make the plan sound.
Where MACs involve the introduction of a new policy or site these have been treated as
significant and have been assessed.
Where a MAC to a policy introduces an additional criterion, a judgement is made as to
whether or not the modification would affect the previous assessment findings and/or should
be acknowledged in the assessment. In such instances, significance has been
determined on a case-by-case basis and a comment made on whether or not the previous
assessment has been amended and which SEA objectives are affected.
Based on the principles outlined above, each MAC has been screened in order to determine
the significance of the proposed change. Appendix 1 presents this analysis. The final
1

Welsh Government (2016) Planning Policy Wales: Edition 9. Available online at:
http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/161117planning-policy-wales-edition-9-en.pdf
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column of the table contained in this appendix indicates, for each change, whether or not it
would require an amendment to the SEA and why.
Those MACs that are considered to be significant are summarised in Section 3.2 of this
report, together with an indication of why they are considered to be significant and
implications for the SEA. These MACs have been assessed against the SEA objectives and
consequential revisions made to the assessment matrices contained in the October 2016
SEA Environmental Report are presented in Appendix 2. Where the revision to matrices
requires the removal of text this is indicated using strikethrough; where new text has been
added this is underlined. Similarly, where the score has been amended on a matrix this is
also indicated using strikethrough for the previous score and underlining for the revised
score. Where site allocations have been revised, these changes are reflected in Appendix
3.

2.3

The Assessment Framework

Consistent with the approach to the SEA of the Deposit Plan, SEA objectives have been
used to support the assessment of the MACs. The SEA objectives have been derived from
the baseline information gathered for the LDP and the review of policies, plans and
programmes, along with comments from consultees during earlier iterations of the LDP.
SEA objectives are measures against which the environmental effects of the LDP proposals
and policies can be tested. By assessing each component of the LDP/reasonable alternative
against the SEA objectives, it is more apparent where the Plan will contribute to
environmental sustainability, where it might have a negative effect, and where a positive
effect could be improved.
The following tables provide a summary of the key issues and constraints for each SEA topic
area and the derived SEA objectives. Prompting questions are included below each table
and which have been used to aid the assessment process.

SEA Topic Area – Biodiversity
Summary of issues and constraints

SEA Objective (s)

Powys has a diversity of habitats unmatched
by any other county in Wales. Fragmentation
of habitats is a common problem leading to
the isolation of species within small areas and
increasing the chances of their becoming
extinct.

1. To protect and enhance all designated sites of
nature conservation in the Plan area.
2. To protect and enhance all species and habitats
identified in the Powys Local Biodiversity Action
Plan or Section 42 List.

Powys has a large number of statutory and
non-statutory designated sites of nature
conservation.

Prompt questions to aid the assessment:


Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on any sites designated for nature conservation through any of the following:
-

Loss of actual area?

-

Direct damage/loss to any designated feature(s)?

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

19

-

Indirect damage/loss arising from disturbance (noise, human, animal, material
deposition, etc.) or altered hydrology/nutrient status/shelter or fragmentation from
adjacent and nearby habitats etc.?



Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on species’ range or population size? (For example through disturbance or loss
of habitat connectivity).



Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on the total area and quality of existing habitats?



Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on the amount and quality of existing connectivity between habitats?

SEA Topic Area – Population and Human Health
Summary of issues and constraints
Accessibility to services and facilities.
Changing demographics including loss of
young adults, shrinking working age
population and an ageing population. .
Healthy living opportunities
Crime levels and traffic accidents.
Nuisance and Hazardous Installations.

SEA Objective (s)
3. Enhance the provision of housing, employment
and community services to meet the needs of the
population and in response to demographic
changes (e.g. the ageing population and the need
to retain the young working age population).
4. Promote improvement in community safety.
5. Promote improvement in human health and
opportunities for healthy living.
6. To prevent or minimise exposure to potential
sources of nuisance and risk to human health.

Prompt questions to aid the assessment:


Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on the provision of, and accessibility (other than by car) to:
o

Local community services and facilities (including community, leisure,
educational, health and religious facilities)?

o

Housing (including affordable housing and residential homes)?

o

Employment opportunities?



Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on the quantity, quality and accessibility (other than by car) of open space
provision?



Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on crime levels or transport safety?



Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on levels of exposure to nuisance and risk to human health? (For example
through proximity to “bad neighbour” uses).
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SEA Topic Area – Soil
Summary of issues and constraints
Protection of high quality agricultural land.
Protection of soils important for carbon
storage (data gap).
Significant amount of contaminated land.

SEA Objective (s)
7. To protect soils that are classified as being
important for carbon storage and agriculture.
8. To prevent contamination of land and support
remediation as part of new development.

Prompt questions to aid the assessment:
 Will the LDP objectives/ policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on:
o High quality agricultural land?
o Soil important for carbon storage?
o Amount of contaminated land?
SEA Topic Area – Water
Summary of issues and constraints
Those waters that do not meet good status as
a result of diatoms, phosphate, fish,
invertebrates and priority substances
element(s) of classification.

SEA Objective (s)
9. To maintain and improve water quality and
quantity.

Prompt questions to aid the assessment:


Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on water quality?



Will LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral effect
on water quantity?

SEA Topic Area – Air
Summary of issues and constraints

SEA Objective (s)

Poor air quality in Newtown.

10. To protect and improve air quality in Powys and in
particular the Newtown Air Quality Management
Area.*

*Please note that the Newtown Air Quality Management Area was revoked in March 2017.

Prompt questions to aid the assessment:


Will the LDP objectives/ policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on NO2 levels in the Newtown Air Quality Management Area?
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SEA Topic Area – Climatic Factors
Summary of issues and constraints

SEA Objective (s)

Increased rainfall / flooding and increased
greenhouse gas emissions.

11. To reduce flood risk.
12. To reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Prompt questions to aid the assessment:


Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on flooding?



Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on greenhouse gas emissions?

SEA Topic Area – Material Assets
Summary of issues and constraints

SEA Objective (s)

Powys has significant mineral resources that
need safeguarding.

13. To protect mineral resources from development
that would preclude extraction.

Infrastructure should be protected from
incompatible development.

14. To protect important material assets including
strategic, transport and location specific
infrastructure from incompatible development.

Location specific material assets need
protection from incompatible development.

Prompt questions to aid the assessment:
 Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on:
o Mineral resources (existing mineral sites)?
o Utilities (known sites and infrastructure)?
o Transport routes (trunk roads/national trails – those that are mapped)?
o Specific sites:
 Sennybridge Training Area?
 Montgomery Canal?
 Royal Welsh Agricultural Showground?
SEA Topic Area – Cultural Heritage
Summary of issues and constraints

SEA Objective (s)

Large number of buildings, sites and areas at
risk / vulnerable.

15. To understand, value, protect and enhance Powys’
historic environment including its diversity, local
distinctiveness and heritage.

The number of Welsh speakers is stable.
Welsh speaking strongholds (+25% welsh
speaking) are concentrated in the north-west
and south-west of the County.

16. To protect and enhance Welsh language and
culture.

Prompt questions for the Assessment:
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Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on buildings, sites and areas at risk / vulnerable?



Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on?



o

Listed buildings?

o

Scheduled Ancient Monuments?

o

Conservation areas?

o

Historic Parks and Gardens?

o

LANDMAP cultural landscape areas?

Will the LDP objectives/ policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on Welsh language and culture?

SEA Topic Area – Landscape
Summary of issues and constraints

SEA Objective (s)

Powys has a rich and diverse natural
landscape that needs to be protected from
incompatible development (e.g. renewable
energy development).

17. To protect and enhance Powys’ rich natural
landscape.

Prompt questions for the assessment:


Will the LDP objectives / policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on Powys’ natural landscapes?

SEA Topic Area – Geodiversity
Summary of issues and constraints

SEA Objective (s)

73 RIGS Sites in Powys (excl. BBNP) that
need protection from incompatible
development.

18. To protect Regionally Important Geological Sites
(RIGS) from incompatible development.

Prompt questions to aid the assessment:


Will the LDP objectives/ policies / allocations have a positive, negative or neutral
effect on RIGS sites?

2.4

Assessment Methodology

2.4.1

Methodology for the Assessment of the LDP Policies

Where new policies have been introduced through the MACs, or existing policies modified
and it is considered that the modification is likely to have a significant environmental effect,
these MACs have been assessed in full.
Table 2.1 sets out the scoring system that has been used to assess the LDP policies against
the SEA objectives. The findings of the assessments have been recorded in a set of
detailed matrices that have been used to identify, for each SEA objective: the nature of the
potential effects; significant effects (including consideration of the cumulative, synergistic
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and indirect effects as well as the geography, temporary/permanence and likelihood of any
effects); any assumptions or uncertainties; and recommendations as to how the proposals
may be improved including any mitigation or enhancements measures. The assessment
has been undertaken by each of the 12 LDP policy chapters. A score has been awarded for
both each constituent policy and for the cumulative effect of each chapter.
Table 2.1

LDP Policy and Site Allocations Key

Key

Detail

Comment

PP

Major Positive

Sites/policy would have a major positive impact on the
environment

P

Positive

Site/policy would have a positive impact on the environment.

?

Uncertain

Site/policy impact on the environment is uncertain.

0

Neutral

Site/policy would have a neutral impact on the environment

N

Negative

Site/policy would have a negative impact on the environment

NN

Major Negative

Site/policy would have a major negative impact on the
environment.

Appendix 2 includes the assessment of all policies including MACs (where relevant).
2.4.2

Site Assessment

The MACs to the Deposit Plan include changes to the proposed LDP site allocations.
Consistent with the approach to the assessment of sites in the Deposit Plan (including
reasonable alternatives), these sites have been assessed using the SEA objectives and
scoring system outlined above alongside the “criteria indicators” detailed in Table 2.2.
Table 2.2

Site Assessment Criteria Indicators
Relevant Assessment Criteria
Indicator

Differentials

Grading

SEA Topic Area – Biodiversity
SEA Objective 1
To protect and
enhance all
designated sites of
nature conservation
in the Plan area.

Proximity to a European site
based on HRA buffer zone.

Part of site in SSSI

SEA Objective 2

Judgement over ecological value.

To protect and
enhance all species

(Protected species and
habitats/Ancient woodland) based

Within buffer

(O) Neutral

Outside buffer

(P) Positive

Yes

(O) Neutral

No

(P) Positive

Significant ecological
value.

(NN)
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Relevant Assessment Criteria
Indicator
and habitats identified
in the Powys Local
Biodiversity Action
Plan or Section 42
List.

on comments of wildlife trusts, and
County ecologist having regard to
Biodiversity Information Service
Information, Ancient Woodland
Inventory and site visits.

Differentials

Grading

Some ecological value.
No ecological value

(N)
(O)

SEA Topic Area – Population and Human Health
SEA Objective 3

Size of employment area.

1+ Hectare

(PP)

Enhance the
provision of housing,
employment and
community services
to meet the needs of
the population and in
response to
demographic
changes (e.g. the
ageing population
and the need to retain
the young working
age population).

Number of dwellings proposed/
estimated at 25 units per hectare
unless known.

0.1-0.99 Hectares

(P)

Other

(O)

100+ dwellings

(PP)

1-99 dwellings

(P)

Other

(O)

SEA Objective 4

Potential to enhance community
safety.

No

(O) Neutral

Yes

(P) Positive

Provides opportunity for modern
housing / employment buildings.

Yes

(P) Positive

No

(0) Neutral

Potential nuisance (proximity to
LNG pipeline, sewerage treatment
works (also SEA Objective 9),
mineral workings (within buffer
zone), Newtown Air Quality
Management Area*).

Not near

(O) Neutral

Close

(N) Negative

Very Close

(NN) Major
Negative

Best and most versatile
agricultural land.

Grade 1-3

(N) Negative

Grade 4-5

(O) Neutral

Non-agricultural
Land/Developed/

(PP) Major Positive

Promote
improvement in
community safety.

SEA Objective 5
Promote
improvement in
human health and
opportunities for
healthy living.
SEA Objective 6
To prevent or
minimise exposure to
potential sources of
nuisance and risk to
human health.

(Development of brownfield sites
leading to an increase in natural
surveillance).

SEA Topic Area – Soil
SEA Objective 7
To protect soils that
are classified as
being important for
carbon storage and
agriculture.

Urban

(?) Uncertain

Un-surveyed
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Relevant Assessment Criteria
Indicator
SEA Objective 8
To prevent
contamination of land
and support
remediation as part of
new development.

Based on comments of County
Contaminated Land Officer taking
into account the County register of
contaminated sites.

Differentials

Grading

Non contaminated

(O) Neutral

Further survey work

(?) Uncertain

Contaminated

(P) Positive

Significant
Contamination

(PP) Major Positive

Principle that all development
requires water abstraction and foul
water disposal.

Requires abstraction /
creates waste water

(N) Negative

Site proximity to Air Quality
Management Area* and potential
impact on zone (increased traffic
flow)

Not close

(O) Neutral

Close

(?) Uncertain

Very close

(N) Negative

Outside of floodzone

(O) Neutral

Surface water
flooding/drainage issues

(?) Uncertain

Less than 50% of site in
floodzone

(N) Negative

More than 50% of site in
floodzone

(NN) Major
Negative

Generates greenhouse
gas emissions

(N) Negative

SEA Topic Area – Water
SEA Objective 9
To maintain and
improve water quality
and quantity.
SEA Topic Area – Air
SEA Objective 10
To protect and
improve air quality in
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air Quality
Management Area.

SEA Topic Area – Climatic Factors
SEA Objective 11
To reduce flood risk.

SEA Objective 12
To reduce
greenhouse gas
emissions.

Natural Resources Wales flood
zones.

Principle that all development
generates greenhouse gas
emissions.

SEA Topic Area – Material Assets
SEA Objective 13
To protect mineral
resources from
development that
would preclude
extraction.

Minerals safeguarding maps
categories.

Site sits on:
-Category 1

(NN) Major
Negative

-Category 2

(N) Negative

-No significant mineral
resource present

(O) Neutral
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Relevant Assessment Criteria
Indicator
SEA Objective 14
To protect important
material assets
including strategic,
transport and location
specific infrastructure
from incompatible
development.

Judgement based on comments of
County Highways and Trunk Road
Agency.

Differentials

Grading

Transport Assessment
required

(?) Uncertain

No adverse impact

(O) Neutral

Resolvable constraint

(N) Negative

Significant constraint
identified

(NN) Major
Negative

Judgement based on Heritage Site
Impact Appraisal of County Built
Heritage Officers based on Listed
Buildings, SAMs, Register of
Parks and Gardens and CPAT
comments.

Depends on detailed
design.

(?) Uncertain

No impact

(O) Neutral

Minor Impact

(N) Negative

Significant impact

(NN) Major
Negative

Principle that the link between
development and the use of Welsh
language is uncertain.

Uncertain impact on
Welsh Language.

(?) Uncertain

SEA Topic Area – Cultural Heritage
SEA Objective 15
To understand, value,
protect and enhance
Powys’ historic
environment including
its diversity, local
distinctiveness and
heritage.
SEA Objective 16
To protect and
enhance Welsh
language and culture.

SEA Topic Area – Landscape
SEA Objective 17
To protect and
enhance Powys’ rich
natural landscape.

Visual and sensory aspect of
landscape.

LANDMAP evaluation.
Site located in:
-Low to Moderate quality
landscape

(O) Neutral

-High quality landscape

(N) Negative

-Affecting outstanding
Landscape

(NN) Major
Negative

Yes

(?) Uncertain

No

(O) Neutral

SEA Topic Area – Geodiversity
SEA Objective 18
To protect Regionally
Important Geological
Sites (RIGS) from
incompatible
development.

Overlies Regionally Important
Geological Site (RIGS)

*Please note that the Newtown Air Quality Management Area was revoked in March 2017.

A summary of the assessment of site allocations is presented in Section 3.4. The
assessment of the sites is contained in Appendix 3.
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2.4.3

Assessment of Secondary, Cumulative and Synergistic Effects

The policies of the LDP do not sit in isolation from each other. The policies will work
together to achieve the objectives of the Plan. For this reason, it is important to understand
what the combined environmental effects of the policies will be.
The assessment of the proposed LDP policies was undertaken by LDP chapter in order to
determine the cumulative effects of each policy area. In addition, a cumulative effect
assessment was undertaken in order to clearly identify areas where policies work together.
This assessment is contained in the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report and is
updated in Section 3.5 of this addendum.
Additional commentary has previously been provided where the LDP may have effects incombination with other plans and programmes, for example:


The River Wye Nutrient Management Plan;



The Mid Wales Joint Local Transport Plan;



Regeneration Strategy for Powys Action Plan;



The Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan; and



Neighbouring local planning authority local development plans.

This assessment was also contained in the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report. The
MACs to the Deposit Plan have been reviewed and are not considered likely to result in
changes to the assessment of in-combination effects contained in the Environmental Report.

2.5

Technical Difficulties Encountered

The SEA Directive requires the identification of any difficulties (such as technical deficiencies
or lack of knowledge) encountered during the assessment process. These uncertainties and
assumptions are outlined below in respect of site assessment and policy assessment.
2.5.1

Uncertainties and Assumptions: Site Assessment

There are a number of uncertainties and assumptions relating to the assessment of
proposed development sites, as follows:
Uncertainties
 The exact composition of the developments is uncertain (and necessitated certain
basic assumptions regarding densities and layouts).
 The exact characteristics of sites (in terms of, for example, the presence of buried
archaeological remains or protected species) are uncertain and will be subject to
further, detailed analysis at the project stage.
 Site assessment is based on the comments and opinions of professional officers
(e.g. Local Authority Built Heritage Officers). Such comments and opinions may be
subject to change.
Assumptions
 The identification of flood zones is based on Natural Resources Wales’ Flood Map.
 The County Council Ecologist’s assessment of the likelihood of protected species on
site is based on a range of factors including: the current use and condition of the site;
the sensitivity of surrounding areas; and records of species identified on site, or
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2.5.2

nearby to the site. The assessment is not based on a detailed site survey such as a
Phase 1 Habitat Survey.
The use of some of the SEA objectives require subjective scoring based on
judgement across a number of indicators.
Uncertainties and Assumptions: Policy Assessment

There are a number of uncertainties and assumptions relating to the assessment of the LDP
policies, as follows:
Uncertainties
 The exact location of development that may come forward under several of the
policies is unknown/unspecified (for example, development that may be proposed on
non-allocated sites). Therefore, it is not possible to ascertain if the introduction of
certain policies will result in a positive or negative impact on several SEA objectives
in some cases.
 The type and scale of development that may come forward under several of the
policies is uncertain. Therefore, it is not possible to ascertain if the introduction of
certain policies will result in a positive or negative effect on several SEA objectives at
this stage.
 The extent to which local employment opportunities are generated as a result of the
provision of employment land is uncertain at this stage and will depend on the nature
of the jobs created and the capacity of the local labour market to meet employers’
requirements.
 The potential for the creation of jobs associated with employment land delivery to
reduce crime is uncertain.
Assumptions
 The quantum and phasing of development will be as set out in the LDP (any variation
from which will affect the assessment of effects in short, medium and long term). In
some instances, such as the likely delivery of network improvements, where phasing
has not been indicated, the assessment team has indicated an assumed timeframe.
 It is assumed that the percentage of affordable housing identified in Policy H5 will be
delivered (the County Council does note that discussion with developers on viability
may alter the overall percentage figure on any single development).
 It is assumed that there will be no new technological advancements that will
substantially alter current patterns of movement, or activities or significantly reduce
environmental effects.
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Section 3 – Assessment
3.1

Introduction

As highlighted in Section 1.2, the County Council needs to assess the environmental effects
of the MACs to the Deposit Plan in order to ensure that all the likely significant effects of the
LDP (to be adopted) have been identified, described and evaluated. This section
summarises the assessment of the MACs. Specifically, Section 3.2 details the outcome of
the initial screening used to determine the significance of the proposed changes and
considers the implications of the MACs for the assessments of the LDP objectives and
spatial strategy contained in the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report. Section 3.3 then
summarises the assessment of those policy changes deemed to be significant whilst
Section 3.4 considers the proposed plan allocations, as amended by the MACs. Section
3.5 assesses the implications of the MACs for the assessment of cumulative effects before
Section 3.6 concludes with an update to the recommendations of the October 2016 SEA
Environmental Report.

3.2

Screening Outcome

As detailed in Section 1.1, a total of 204 MACs to the Deposit Plan are proposed. In
accordance with the approach detailed in Section 3.2, each MAC has been screened in
order to determine the significance of the proposed change. Appendix 1 presents this
analysis. Based on the screening exercise, a total of 31 MACs have been identified as
significant for the purposes of the SEA and these are listed in Table 3.1. These changes
principally concern modifications to plan policies (see Section 3.3) and site allocations (see
Section 3.4). Specific consideration is given to the implications of the MACs for the
assessment of the LDP objectives and spatial strategy below.
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Table 3.1

Matters Arising Changes Considered Significant for the Purposes of the SEA

MAC
Number

Policy/Para/Map

Matters Arising Change Summary

Why this change is significant
for the SEA

MAC 33

Policy SP6
(table)

Amend to reflect changes to Policy H1.

MAC 35

Policy SP7

Amend to identify further strategic resources and assets to be safeguarded by the
LDP and to remove reference to names of specific National Trails.

3.0 The LDP Strategy
Yes - Amendments to Policy SP6
have the potential to have a
significant effect.
Yes - The change of policy
identifies a substantially broader
range of assets as Strategic
Resources.

4.0 Policies for Making Planning Decisions
MAC 41

Policy DM2

Additional text to differentiate the weight and testing that is to be applied to the
different designations at European, national and local level; to identify further local
site designations; revision of terminology used; to delete reference to ‘net gain’; and
amendments for clarity.

MAC 44

Policy DM3

MAC 47

Policy DM4

Amend policy wording to include the requirements re-located from deleted Policy
DM13 (9) and revisions to terminology used for clarity
Delete previous Policy DM3 and replace with new Policy DM4 to provide clear
definition of where the policy applies and its implementation; and expand on the
role of LANDMAP as a tool for assessing proposals expanded on in the reasoned
justification.

MAC 51

Policy DM6

Amend Policy DM6 to ensure that it is not more onerous than national policy but is
in line with para 10.11 of TAN 15.

MAC 60

Policy DM12

Amend policy wording for clarity and amendments to the list of Large Villages to
reflect those within Community Council areas identified as Welsh Speaking
Strongholds
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Yes - The policy provides a more
detailed approach to managing the
natural environment with the
potential for a significant
environmental effect.
Yes - The policy includes new
requirements.
Yes - The new policy provides a
more detailed approach to
managing effects on the local
landscape with the potential for a
significant environmental effect.
Yes - Amendments to the policy
lessen the flood prevention
requirements to be in line with
national policy, rather than
exceeding it. As such, there is
considered to be the potential for a
significant environmental effect.
Yes - Changes to the policy affect
the geographical scope of Policy
DM12.

MAC
Number
MAC 61

Policy/Para/Map

Matters Arising Change Summary

Para. 4.2.63-,
para. 4.2.65 and
para. 4.2.68

MAC 62

Policy DM13

Insert additional text to include a list of Community Council Areas within the Welsh
Speaking Strongholds; to clarify the approach towards addressing the cumulative
impact of developments; to include a list of Small Villages within Welsh Speaking
Strongholds; and amendments for clarity
The following amendments, deletions and additions are made to the policy:


Criterion 1 – insertion of word “integration” as a consequential change for
consistency/uniformity further to the re-drafting of Policy DM4.



Criterion 3 – insertion of additional wording to refer to Conservation Area
Management Plans, as a consequential change further to updating the
Plan in line with the new Welsh Government (CADW) best-practice
guidance.



Criterion 4 - terminology updated to refer to historic assets of special local
interest in line with Planning Policy Wales.



New Criterion 5 inserted to ensure the protection of tourism assets and
attractions and the consequential renumbering of the criteria that follow.



Criterion 9 is deleted as this matter is now being addressed by Policy DM3.



New Criterion 10 is inserted to protect the Public Rights of Way Network
and make cross-reference to the recreational assets protected by Policy
SP7.



Criterion 10 is deleted and replaced by the revised and updated transport
Criterion 11.



The wording “and communities” is inserted into Criterion 13 for accuracy
and clarity.



Criterion 14 is amended to include the protection of soils.

Why this change is significant
for the SEA
Yes - Changes to the text affect
the scope of the application of
Policy DM 12 with potential
cumulative effects.
Yes - Changes to Policy DM13
increase its scope.



MAC 71

Policy DM15

Part of Criterion 15 is deleted, however the list is relocated, without
stipulating a descending order of preference, into reasoned justification (at
4.2.93).
Insert new Policy DM15 relating to waste within developments
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Yes - Policy DM15 is a new policy.

MAC
Number
MAC 73

Policy/Para/Map

Matters Arising Change Summary

Policy DM16

Amend policy to deal with the protection of existing employment sites

MAC 81

New Policy E4

MAC 84

New Policy E6

Insert new Policy E4 to safeguard existing employment sites, as a result of revising
Policy DM16 to deal with the protection of existing employment sites
Insert new Policy E6 relating to farm diversification.

MAC 86
MAC 91

New Policy E7
Policy H1

Insert new Policy E7 relating to home working
Amend Policy H1 to:



MAC 92

MAC 94

Paras. 4.6.1

Policy H2

clarify the policy approach to housing across the tiers of the hierarchy;
clarify the approach towards the type and scale of housing developments in
Small Villages;
 clarify the use of the term ‘infill’; and to delete reference to Village Action
Plans.
Amend and insert text to support Policy H1 as amended.
NOTE: bullet points to be deleted have been re-inserted later in the reasoned
justification under the explanation of criterion 4
The following policy revisions are proposed:
 Delete list of housing sites and replace with new tables listing housing and
mixed use allocations, and housing commitments separately;
 Delete Housing Land Bank sites (HLBs) from policy (list of HLBs retained in
Appendix 1);
 Schedule reason has been re-worded as follows:
 Remove P42 HA4 as this site is deleted from the Plan and Gypsy and
Traveller site allocations are now being shown separately under Policy
H11.
 Rename sites P30 HA2, P06 HA1 and P40 HC1 to remove UDP
references;
 Add site P47 HC2 (a completed site in Newbridge-on-Wye) as a housing
commitment;
 Insert new column to show number of units on each site;
 Identify sites (*) where part of the site is phased beyond the plan period.
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Why this change is significant
for the SEA
Yes - Amendments to the policy
increase its scope.
Yes - Policy E4 is a new policy.
Yes - Policy E6 is a new policy.
Yes - Policy E7 is a new policy.
Yes - Amendments to Policy H1
have the potential to have a
significant effect.

Yes - The revised criteria are
directly cross-referred to in Policy
H1.
Yes - Proposed changes to Policy
H2 have the potential to have a
significant environmental effect.
Changes to proposed site
allocations are considered in
Section 3.4.

MAC
Number
MAC 97

Policy/Para/Map

Matters Arising Change Summary

Policy H5

MAC 100

Policy H6

Amendments to policy for clarity and involving:
 Re-arranging opening sentence to clarify the application of the policy to
developments of a particular number/size;
 Deletion of Criterion 5 as re-located to the reasoned justification of Policy
SP3;
 Deletion of text referring to the review of target contributions as it is relocated to the reasoned justification (para.4.6.14);
 Amend wording to refer to circumstances where on-site provision would not
be ‘appropriate’;
 Deletion of Criterion 4 as re-located to para. 4.6.15;
 Replace sentence relating to site specific viability evidence with new text to
express this in more neutral terms.
Merge Policies H5 and H7 into Policy H6.

MAC 104

Policy H10

Amend policy due to subdivision of Policy H13 to create a development
management policy (H10) and a site allocation policy (H11).

MAC 106

Policy H11

Insert new policy due to subdivision of Policy H10 to provide a site allocation policy.

MAC 119

Policy W1

Delete policy and replace with two new policies relating to waste (Policies W1 and
W2).

MAC 121

New Policy W2

Insert new Policy W2 relating to waste management proposals.

MAC 123

Policy RE1

MAC 126
MAC 128

New Policy M4
New Policy M5

Delete policy and replace with new policy relating to renewable energy to reflect:
 Introduction of solar Local Search Areas;
 Additional criteria to determine applications.
Insert new Policy M4 relating to minerals proposals.
Insert new Policy M5 relating to restoration and aftercare.

Proposals and Inset Maps
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Why this change is significant
for the SEA
Yes - Changes to Policy H5 have
the potential to have a significant
effect.

Yes - Policy H6 is a new policy
created by merging Policies H5
and H7.
Yes - Policy H10 is a new policy
created by the subdivision of
Policy H13.
Yes - Policy H11 is a new policy
created by the subdivision of
Policy H13.
Yes - New Policy W1 has the
potential to have a significant
effect.
Yes - New Policy W2 has the
potential to have a significant
effect.
Yes - Policy RE1 has been entirely
reworded with the potential to have
a significant effect.
Yes - Policy M4 is a new policy.
Yes - Policy M5 is a new policy.

MAC
Number
MAC M35

Policy/Para/Map

Matters Arising Change Summary

P34 / Llangynog

Amendment to Housing Allocation P34 HA1 to remove land and to include the
access road.

MAC M40

P42 /
Machynlleth

MAC M42

P47 / Newbridge
on Wye

Removal of Gypsy and Traveller Site P42 HA4 and addition of site P42 HA5 (Policy
H11). Note site P42 HA5 gained planning permission on 1st August 2017 and
therefore now appears in the Composite Plan as committed site P42 HC1.
Addition Housing Commitment P47 HC2.

MAC M54

P57C /
Welshpool

Addition of Gypsy and Traveller Site P57 HC2 (Policy H11).

MAC M60

P58E /
Ystradgynlais
Area

Amendment to site P58 HA9 and consequential change to Development Boundary.

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

35

Why this change is significant
for the SEA
Yes – Change relates to a site
allocation and therefore has the
potential to be significant.
Yes – Change includes a new site
allocation and therefore has the
potential to be significant.
Yes – Change includes a new site
allocation and therefore has the
potential to be significant.
Yes – Change includes a new site
allocation and therefore has the
potential to be significant.
Yes – Change relates to a site
allocation and therefore has the
potential to be significant.

3.2.1

Assessment of Matters Arising Changes to the LDP Objectives

The Deposit Plan contains a total of 16 LDP objectives. These objectives were assessed for
their compatibility with the SEA objectives with the findings presented in Section 6.2 of the
October 2016 SEA Environmental Report. The screening presented in Appendix 1 has
confirmed that the proposed MACs will not result in significant changes to these objectives
and therefore the 2016 assessment remains valid.
3.2.2

Assessment of Matters Arising Changes to the Spatial Strategy

The Deposit Plan presents the preferred spatial strategy for Powys in terms of the quantum
of growth to be accommodated in the plan area up to 2026 and the distribution of that
development. This strategy is based on:


a housing requirement of 4,500 dwellings over the plan period (300 dwelling per
annum) in addition to an overprovision of 24% as contingency in order to ensure that
an adequate supply of land is provided and to demonstrate a 5 year housing land
supply - the housing provision figure for the LDP is therefore 5,596 dwellings;



an employment land requirement of 45 hectares (ha);



a spatial strategy which seeks to distribute development in accordance with a
settlement hierarchy and with a focus on towns and large villages with smaller scale
growth to small villages and rural settlements.

Section 2 of the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report describes the evolution of the
LDP, documenting the process of the selection and refinement of the preferred spatial
strategy. This overview is therefore not repeated here.
The MACs are consistent with the overall strategy contained in the Deposit Plan which was
assessed in Section 6.3 of the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report. As the MACs have
not resulted in any material changes to this spatial strategy, the 2016 assessment remains
valid and has not been revised as part of this addendum.

3.3

Assessment of Matters Arising Changes to LDP Policies

The Deposit Plan includes a total of 54 policies (note that there are now 61 policies in the
Composite Plan) which have been assessed as part of the October 2016 SEA
Environmental Report against the SEA objectives detailed in Section 2.3. The assessment
has been undertaken by each of the 12 LDP policy chapters with a score awarded for each
constituent policy and for the cumulative effect of each chapter. The key findings of this
assessment are presented in Section 6.4 of the Environmental Report with the full
assessment of the individual policies included in the matrices at Appendix 7.
As noted in Section 3.2, the screening exercise (Appendix 1) has identified a number of
proposed policy modifications (including supporting text) that are considered to be
significant. The detailed assessment matrices contained in the October 2016 SEA
Environmental Report have therefore been revised in order to take into account these policy
changes, as listed in Table 3.1 (see Appendix 2 of this addendum). Commentary is also
provided below on whether or not it is necessary to update the summary text contained in
Section 6.4 of the Environmental Report and in those instances where it is deemed to be
necessary, revised text has been provided (new text is underlined and deleted text indicated
by strikethrough):
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3.3.1

Strategic Policies (SP1 to SP7)

Strategic Policies SP1, SP2, SP5 and SP6 relate to the quantum and distribution of new
development in the County (i.e. the spatial strategy). The performance of the spatial
strategy against the SEA objectives has already been summarised in Section 6.3 [of the
October 2016 SEA Environmental Report] and is therefore not repeated here.
Strategic Policy SP3 sets the affordable housing target for the LDP and the associated
measures through which the target will be achieved. and Therefore, significant positive
impacts are therefore identified in relation to SEA Objective 3. The provision of affordable
housing is also expected to help retain the local population and provide opportunities to
reinforce Welsh language and culture generating a major positive impact in respect of SEA
Objective 16.
In safeguarding the County’s material assets (including strategic infrastructure,
internationally and nationally designated sites, historic assets, valued landscapes, and
tourism assets), Strategic Policy SP7 has been assessed as having a positive impact across
the majority of the SEA objectives with those impacts being assessed as significant in
respect of SEA Objectives 1, 13, 15, 17 and 18.
No major negative impacts were identified during the assessment of these policies although
the potential for negative impacts associated with the provision of housing and employment
growth (Strategic Policies SP1 and SP2) were identified in relation to SEA Objectives 2, 6, 7,
9, 10 (SP2 only), 12 and 17. No additional mitigation was put forward as it is considered that
other policies in the LDP should help address the issues identified.
3.3.2

Development Management Policies (DM1 to DM1716)

The suite of development management policies provide a comprehensive approach to the
consideration of a range of site specific planning matters and enable planning obligations to
be sought as part of a development proposal. These policies work as a ‘catch-all’ approach
to new development which broadly supports sustainable development and ensures no
detrimental impacts across a range of environmental factors and considerations. In
consequence, cumulative major positive impacts have been identified for all the SEA
objectives.
No negative impacts or uncertain impacts were identified against any of the SEA objectives,
either cumulatively or for individual policies.
3.3.3

Economic Development Policies (E1 to E47)

The suite of economic development policies which support development on allocated sites
(Policies E1 and E3) and non-allocated sites (Policy E2), safeguard employment sites
(Policy E4), support and development for the purpose of a Health Park at the site of Bronllys
Hospital (Policy E5), and provide policy provision for Farm Diversification (Policy E6) and
Home Working (Policy E7). This would result in major positive impacts on SEA Objective 3
(in terms of helping to protect existing, and provide new, provision of employment and
community services to meet future needs) and a minor positive impact on SEA objectives
that relate to human health and healthy living, population and cultural heritage (Welsh
language and culture).
The suite of policies will ensure that there is a sufficient level and range of economic
opportunities, including sites and premises to support and develop local communities. This
results in the potential to benefit the Welsh language through, for example, enabling Welsh
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speakers to live and work within their local communities and assist in the retention of local
young adults.
A combination of positive and negative impacts has been identified in respect of SEA
Objective 10 (air) and SEA Objective 12 (greenhouse gas emissions). Policy E3 enables
mixed use development on both allocated and non-allocated sites. Whilst new development
may have adverse effects on air quality and emissions, it is considered that this policy would
also have a positive impact on these objectives because mixed use proposals would reduce
the demand for travel and hence impact positively on air quality and greenhouse gas
emissions. Policy E7 includes proposals for live-work and home working where the proposal
accords with the relevant policies of the LDP which would be expected to reduce commuting
and the associated emissions whereas Policy E6 allows for farm diversification, which due to
the potentially remote location of farm sites, may increase transport movements by car.
Mixed positive and negative impacts have also been identified in respect of SEA Objective 7
(soils) as it is likely that new employment development on allocated sites will be located on
both previously developed (brownfield) sites and greenfield land that is currently in
agricultural use.
The potential for major negative impacts has been identified in respect of minerals (SEA
Objective 13) as the development of a total of eight employment allocations and one mixed
use site potentially precludes the extraction of category 1 minerals (see also Section 6.5 [of
the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report]). Minor negative impacts have also been
identified for the suite of economic development policies on a range of SEA objectives
including those relating to biodiversity (species and habitats), water and landscape. These
negative impacts are identified in both the short term (i.e. during construction) and in the
longer term (i.e. during the operational phase of development). Whilst it is considered that
the scale of development would result in an overall negative impact on these objectives, it is
recognised that these negative impacts may be mitigated by other LDP policies.
Uncertain impacts were identified against the soil (contaminated land), flood risk and cultural
heritage (historic environment) SEA objectives. The employment policies enable
development for the purposes of employment on non-allocated sites and as a result, the
type, scale and exact location of development that may come forward is
unknown/unspecified and therefore it is not possible to ascertain if some policies will result in
a positive or negative impact on these objectives at this stage.
The economic development policies (when considered as a suite) have been assessed as
having a neutral effect on those SEA objectives relating to biodiversity (designated sites),
population and human health (community safety), material assets, and geodiversity. With
specific regard to biodiversity (designated sites), Policies E1 and E3 support appropriate
development of sites allocated for employment which have been assessed (at site level) to
ensure that they are not within, or would have adverse effects on, designated sites of nature
conservation. Further, Policy DM2 (The Natural Environment) requires that all new
development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect, the integrity or
conservation objectives of (inter alia) European protected sites/habitats (Natura 2000 sites).
3.3.4

Transport Policies (T1, T1A2 and T23)

The modifications to this chapter of the Deposit Plan are not considered significant and as
such, no changes are required to this section of the October 2016 SEA Environmental
Report. The full assessment matrix is presented in Appendix 2.
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3.3.5

Housing Policies (H1 to H131)

The Composite Plan Deposit Draft LDP (incorporating Focussed and Further Focussed
Changes) includes 11 housing policies which address a range of housing issues and broadly
seek to: support sustainable economic growth; deliver appropriate amounts of housing in
accordance with the sustainable settlement hierarchy; provide a suitable mix of housing to
meet identified local needs; and make the most sustainable and efficient use of land. The
policies also address affordable housing to meet local needs (including those in rural areas),
renovation and replacement of dwellings and proven unmet local need for Gypsies and
Travellers.
Overall, the housing policies are expected to have a major positive impact on SEA Objective
3 (provision of housing to meet future needs) and SEA Objectives 16 (Welsh language and
culture). In this regard, the housing policies have been informed by the Local Housing
Market Assessment which supports, for example, appropriate target contributions for price
areas within the County and an appropriate quantum of growth to meet future needs (i.e.
4,500 dwellings). Further, by ensuring the most sustainable housing opportunities can be
delivered across the plan period and by meeting local needs, Welsh speakers will have
better opportunities to stay within their local Welsh speaking communities. The policies have
also been assessed as having a positive impact on SEA Objective 5 (health) as new
development will be accompanied by opportunities to design for healthy lifestyles through
the incorporation of green infrastructure, footpaths and cycleways both on and off-site.
Mixed positive and negative impacts have been identified in respect of SEA Objective 7
(soils) as it is likely that new housing development on allocated sites will be located on both
previously developed (brownfield) sites and greenfield land that is currently in agricultural
use.
The potential for major negative impacts has been identified in respect of minerals (SEA
Objective 13) as the development of a total of 41 housing allocations potentially preclude the
extraction of category 1 minerals (see also Section 6.5 [of the October 2016 SEA
Environmental Report). Cumulative minor negative impacts have also been identified for the
suite of housing policies on a range of SEA objectives including those relating to biodiversity,
water, air, climatic factors, material assets and landscape. This reflects the potential
adverse environmental impacts associated with the construction and occupation of new
dwellings including land take. Notwithstanding the uncertain and negative impacts identified,
the suite of development management policies in particular provide mitigation against a
range of site specific planning matters (including mitigation against negative impacts on the
environment).
3.3.6

Retail Policies (R1 to R4)

The modifications to this chapter of the Deposit Plan are not considered significant and as
such, no changes are required to this section of the October 2016 SEA Environmental
Report. The full assessment matrix is presented in Appendix 2.
3.3.7

Tourism Policies (TD1 to TD3)

The modifications to this chapter of the Deposit Plan are not considered significant and as
such, no changes are required to this section of the October 2016 SEA Environmental
Report. The full assessment matrix is presented in Appendix 2.
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3.3.8

Waste Policies (W1 to W2)

Policy W1 – Waste Location of Waste Development relates to proposals for waste facilities
including in-building facilities/bulking stations (in or adjoining settlements) and exception
sites for inert waste to meet the needs identified in regional plans and to facilitate major
construction projects on identified employment sites and where these aren’t suitable, in the
defined development boundaries of Towns and Large Villages. The policy also provides the
criteria that must be met for waste management facilities proposed in the open countryside.
Policy W2 – Waste Management Proposals provides the criteria that all waste management
proposals must meet.
Major positive impacts have been identified overall for the majority of SEA objectives as a
result of the significant protection given to surface water, ground water, landscapes,
biodiversity, the historic environment and human health among other topics by Policy W2.
The effects of Policy W1 have been largely assessed as uncertain because the type, scale
and exact location of development that may come forward under this policy is
unknown/unspecified and therefore it is not possible to ascertain if this policy will result in a
positive or negative impact on the majority of the SEA objectives at this stage.
Policy W1 is anticipated to have a positive impact on SEA objectives relating to population
and human health (human health and nuisance).
Uncertain impacts have been identified against the majority of SEA objectives including
those that relate to biodiversity, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets and cultural
heritage (the historic environment), landscape and geodiversity. This is because the type,
scale and exact location of development that may come forward under this policy is largely
unknown/unspecified and therefore it is not possible to ascertain if this policy will result in a
positive or negative impact on these objectives at this stage. However, these uncertainties
are likely to be addressed through the application of other LDP policies including, in
particular, the suite of development management policies.
Overall, no cumulative negative impacts were identified against any of the SEA objectives.
3.3.9

Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)

Policy RE1 - Renewable Energy permits proposals for renewable and low carbon energy
development, subject to specific criteria. The policy directs large scale wind farm
development to Strategic Search Areas (SSAs) (identified in TAN 8) and smaller scale
schemes to Local Search Areas (LSAs) (although turbines outside these areas will be
permitted where it is demonstrated that there will be no unacceptable impact on visual
amenity or landscape character in accordance with Policy DM3). Solar PV farms (greater
than 0.5MW) are also encouraged in LSAs.
Given its support to renewable energy and low carbon development, Policy RE1 has been
assessed as having a significant positive impact on SEA Objective 12 (reducing greenhouse
gas emissions). This policy has also been assessed as having a positive impact on SEA
Objective 3 (provision to meet future needs) as it enables the consideration of a range of
proposals including community-led projects and district level schemes which can meet the
needs of local communities.
There is the potential for renewable energy and low carbon development to have adverse
environmental impacts. However, despite the identification of LSAs, the type, scale and
exact location of any development that may come forward is unknown and in consequence,
uncertain impacts have been identified against the majority of the other SEA objectives
including those that relate to biodiversity, soil, water, air, cultural heritage (the historic
environment), landscape and geodiversity.
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Notwithstanding the above, in identifying the LSAs, the County Council has had regard to
potential environmental constraints and whilst some LSAs do include designated assets,
Policy RE1 states that all schemes must include measures to minimise impacts on, for
example, visual amenity, biodiversity and the natural and historic environment. Taking into
account the protections provided by other LDP policies including the suite of development
management policies, significant negative effects are therefore not anticipated.
Policy RE1 permits proposals for renewable and low carbon energy development, subject to
specific criteria. With regard to wind energy proposals, the policy directs development as
follows:
 Wind energy proposals greater than 25 MW are directed to appropriate locations
within/close to Strategic Search Areas (SSAs) (as identified in Technical Advice Note
(TAN) 8).
 Wind energy proposals less than 25 MW will only be permitted where they meet the
relevant criteria set out in Policy RE1.
In terms of Solar PV, development proposals between 5 and 50 MW are directed to
appropriate locations within the boundaries of Local Search Areas (LSAs). Outside of LSAs,
proposals will only be permitted where they meet the relevant criteria set out in Policy RE1.
Other technologies are supported in or close to (SSAs) and Solar LSAs provided that they
do not prejudice the purpose of the SSA or LSA.
Given its support to renewable and low carbon energy development, Policy RE1 has been
assessed as having a significant positive impact on SEA Objective 12 (reducing greenhouse
gas emissions). This policy has also been assessed as having a positive impact on SEA
Objective 3 (provision to meet future needs) as it enables the consideration of a range of
proposals including community-led projects and district level schemes which can meet the
needs of local communities.
There is the potential for renewable energy and low carbon development to have adverse
environmental impacts. However, despite the direction to SSAs for wind energy proposals
greater than 25MW and the identification of LSAs for Solar PV, the type, scale and exact
location of any development that may come forward is unknown and in consequence,
uncertain impacts have been identified against the majority of the other SEA objectives
including those that relate to biodiversity, soil, water, air, cultural heritage (the historic
environment), landscape and geodiversity.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy RE1 sets out that proposals must comply with other
relevant LDP policies and that they should not have an unacceptable impact on (inter alia)
landscape and visual amenity, the natural environment and historic environment. Taking
into account the protections provided by Policy RE1 and other LDP policies including the
suite of development management policies, significant negative effects are not anticipated.
3.3.10 Minerals Policies (M1 to M35)
The suite of minerals policies enable appropriate extensions to existing minerals sites (Policy
M1), new permanent mineral sites (Policy M2), and support appropriate temporary mineral
workings (Policy M3), provide the criteria development proposals for minerals extraction are
expected to meet (Policy M4) and require appropriate restoration and aftercare (Policy M5).
These policies have been assessed as having a minor positive impact on a number of SEA
objectives including those that relate to population and human health (meeting future needs)
and material assets (minerals). In this regard, Policy M1 seeks to meet the County’s
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contribution to the South Wales regional aggregate supply of 2.51 million tonnes per annum
of hard rock and also specifically supports proposals that enable a higher proportion of
secondary aggregate or recycled material to substitute for the consumption of primary
aggregates. Further, Policies M2 and M3 could enable new mineral development which has
the potential to create local employment opportunities and support economic growth. In this
context, a positive impact has also been identified in respect of cultural heritage (Welsh
language) as new minerals development has the potential to create jobs in communities
which help sustain the Welsh language (minerals sites identified in Policies M1 and M2 are
located in Ystradgynlais, an area which is identified by the LDP as having more than 25%
Welsh speakers). Policy M4 sets out a number of development requirements that must be
met before development proceeds, including requirements that relate to water resources, air
quality, landscape and the historic environment. Policy M5 also requires development
proposals to include for the restoration and aftercare of sites, with consequent benefits for
soil, contamination and landscape in the long term.
Uncertain impacts have been identified against the majority of the other SEA objectives
including those that relate to biodiversity (habitats and species), population and human
health (nuisance and risk), soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage
(the historic environment), landscape and geodiversity. This is because the type, scale and
exact location of development that may come forward under these policies is largely
unknown/unspecified and therefore it is not possible to ascertain if the policies will result in a
positive or negative impact on these objectives at this stage. However, these uncertainties
are likely to be addressed through the application of other LDP policies including, in
particular, Policy M4 which would be expected to help ensure that any new minerals
workings are in a suitable location and any adverse effects are suitably mitigated. the suite
of development management policies.
Overall, no cumulative negative impacts were identified against any of the SEA objectives.
3.3.11 Communities Facilities Policy (C1)
There are no modifications to this chapter of the Deposit Plan and as such, no changes are
required to this section of the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report. The full assessment
matrix is presented in Appendix 2.
3.3.12 Military Operations Policy (MD1)
There are no modifications to this chapter of the Deposit Plan and as such, no changes are
required to this section of the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report. The full assessment
matrix is presented in Appendix 2.

3.4

Assessment of Site Allocations

3.4.1

Site Allocations

To support the delivery of the spatial strategy and meet growth requirements, the Deposit
Plan proposes site allocations for housing, Gypsies and Travellers, employment and mixed
use development. To inform the selection of sites to be allocated in the LDP, the Candidate
Sites including proposed allocations and reasonable alternatives have been assessed
against the 18 SEA objectives using the tailored site assessment criteria detailed in Section
2. The detailed assessment of the site allocations taken forward as part of the Deposit Plan
(including existing commitments) is contained at Appendix 3b to the October 2016 SEA
Environmental Report whilst the assessment of the alternative (rejected) Candidate Sites is
set out in Appendix 3a. Appendix 3c, meanwhile, presents the findings of the assessments
POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

42

on a settlement-by-settlement basis, providing the reasons for the selection of the preferred
options and rejection of alternatives. Section 6.5 of the Environmental Report provides a
summary of the assessment of those sites that are proposed to be taken forward as
allocations in the LDP.
Changes to the Deposit Plan proposals map and insets proposed in the MACs include:





the removal of site ‘P42 HA4 Newtown Road’ from the list of allocated Gypsy and
Traveller sites and the inclusion of ‘P42 HC1 Newtown Road’ as a Gypsy and
Traveller site (MAC 106/M40);
the inclusion of ‘P47 HC2 Land at Tyler’s Field’ as a housing commitment (MAC
94/M42); and
the inclusion of ‘P57 HC2 Land at Leighton Arches, Welshpool’ as a Gypsy and
Traveller site (MAC 106/M54).

Additionally, the boundaries of several further sites have been amended (although this has
not resulted in significant changes to the assessment contained in the October 2016 SEA
Environmental Report) (see Table 3.2).
Table 3.2

Matters Arising Changes to Site Allocations and Commitments

Site
Reference

Site Name

Change

P18 EA1

Employment Land at Four Crosses

Removal of Employment Safeguarding
Area from the allocated site.*

P34 HA1

Llangynog Glebe, Llangynog

Inclusion of the access road within the
boundary of the allocated site.

P35 EA1

Land at Parc Busnes Derwen Fawr,
Llanidloes

Removal of Employment Safeguarding
Area from the allocated site*.

P35 EA2

Land at Parc Hafren, Llanidloes

Removal of Employment Safeguarding
Area from the allocated site*.

P35 EC1

Land at Parc Hafren, Llanidloes

Removal of Employment Safeguarding
Area from the committed site*.

P42 HA4

Newtown Road, Machynlleth

Deletion of Allocation for Gypsy and
Traveller site. (The need has been met
through P42 HC1).

P42 HC1

Land adjacent to Cemetery, Newtown
Road, Machynlleth

Addition of Housing Commitment as per
Planning Permission P/2016/1227 for a
Gypsy and Traveller Site.

P47 HC2

Land at Tylers Field, Newbridge on
Wye

Addition of Housing Commitment to show
a housing site developed (and
completed) within the Plan Period - to be
consistent with other sites in the LDP.

P57 EC1

Land at Buttington Cross Enterprise
Park

Removal of Employment Safeguarding
Area from the committed site*.

P57 HC2

Leighton Arches, Welshpool

Addition of Housing Commitment as per
Planning Permission P/2016/1240 for a
Gypsy and Traveller Site.
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Site
Reference

Site Name

Change

P58 HA9

Penrhos Farm, Ystradgynlais Area

Additional land included within the site
boundary to allow for the retention of a
wooded area around the point of access
to the site.

P60 EC1

Land at Offa’s Dyke Business Park,
Welshpool

Removal of Employment Safeguarding
Area from the committed site*.

* Employment Safeguarding Areas are shown separately on the Proposals Map.

Appendix 3 to this addendum contains the detailed assessment of the additional and
amended site allocations. The summary text contained in Section 6.5 of the Environmental
Report has also been revised having regard to the proposed modifications and is presented
below (new text is underlined and deleted text indicated by strikethrough):
3.4.2

Housing Sites

A total of 1334 housing sites are allocated in the Composite Plan Deposit Draft LDP
(incorporating Focussed Changes and Further Focussed Changes) (including 556
committed housing sites) in towns and larger villages (in accordance with the preferred
spatial strategy) and have been assessed against the 18 SEA objectives. Additionally, a
total of 14 existing commitments in the lower tiers of the settlement hierarchy form part of the
LDP Housing Land Bank (HLB) and have also been assessed for completeness.
The results of this assessment are presented in Table 3.3
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All proposed housing allocations (including commitments) have been assessed as having a
positive impact on SEA Objectives 3 and 5, reflecting the provision of new housing. In the
case of seven sites, the scale of housing provision has been assessed as significant in the
context of SEA Objective 3 (where sites provide 100 or more dwellings).
Due to their location on brownfield (previously developed)/non-agricultural) land, a total of 26
housing sites have been assessed as having a major positive impact on SEA Objective 7
(soil), although 28 sites have also been assessed as having a minor negative impact on this
objective as they would result in the loss of best and most versatile agricultural land.
Of the proposed housing allocations, 41 sites are situated outside of the buffer zone adopted
in the HRA for European designated nature conservation sites and have therefore been
assessed as having a positive impact on SEA Objective 1 (to protect and enhance
designated nature conservation sites). The remaining site allocations have been assessed
as having a neutral effect on this objective.
A large proportion of proposed housing allocations (41 in total) have been assessed as
having a major negative impact on SEA Objective 13 (minerals) as their development may
preclude the extraction of category 1 minerals. A further 34 sites have been assessed as
having a minor negative impact on this objective.
A large proportion of the proposed housing allocations (64 sites) have, however, been
assessed as having a negative impact on SEA Objective 2, reflecting the ecological value of
the proposed sites. Three sites (P51 HC1, P58 HA1 and P58 HC1) are located near to an
area of significant ecological value (e.g. protected species and habitats / ancient woodland)
and have therefore been assessed as having a major negative impact on this objective. A
total of 367 housing allocations, meanwhile, have been assessed as having a negative
impact on landscape (SEA Objective 17) with adverse effects in respect of two sites (P08
HA2 and P08 HA3) having been assessed as significant.
Due to the potential for adverse impacts on the highways network, 44 housing allocations
have been assessed as having a minor negative impact on material assets (SEA Objective
14).
The development of the proposed housing allocations will result in increased resource use
during both construction and operation. In consequence, all of the allocations have been
assessed as having a minor negative impact on water (SEA Objective 9), related to
increased abstraction, and greenhouse gas emissions (SEA Objective 12), due to increased
energy use and associated emissions to air.
A total of four 10 housing allocations have been assessed as having a negative impact on
flood risk (SEA Objective 11) with impacts associated with five sites being assessed as
significant due to their location in Flood Zone C1. However, proposals for development will
be accompanied by a Flood Consequence Assessment where necessary such that
development will not be affected by, or result in, significant increased flood risk. In this
regard, Policy DM5 - Development and Flood Risk stipulates that all development proposals
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must be located away from tidal or fluvial flood plains unless it can be demonstrated that the
site is justified in line with national guidance and an appropriate detailed technical
assessment has been undertaken to ensure that the development is designed to alleviate
the threat and consequences of flooding over its lifetime.
Effects on the remaining SEA objectives are largely neutral. It should be noted that the
effects of the housing allocations on Welsh language (SEA Objective 16) are considered to
be uncertain at this stage. On the one hand, new housing to meet local needs may help to
retain the indigenous Welsh speaking population in the County or encourage Welsh
speakers to return. Equally, however, housing provision may attract non-Welsh speakers
which could affect Welsh-speaking communities. However, it is important to recognise that
LDP policies specifically seek to protect and enhance Welsh language and culture (see, for
example, Policy DM12) and in consequence, the potential for adverse effects in this regard
is likely to be reduced.
3.4.3

Gypsy and Traveller Sites

One Two permanent sites for Gypsies and Travellers has have been identified, one in
Machynlleth (site P42 HC1) and one in Welshpool (site P57 HC2). The results of the
assessments of site these sites P42 HA4 are presented in Table 3.4.
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The Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment 2016 has identified the need
for a permanent site in Machynlleth, which is to be met by P42 HC1. and The Needs
Assessment also identified a future need in Welshpool for 2 pitches by 2016, which is to be
addressed by P57 HC2. In consequence, this these allocations has have been assessed as
having a positive impact on SEA Objective 3 Objectives 3 and 5 (in helping to meet local
needs the local need for housing and healthy living). No further positive impacts have been
identified.
The site Site P42 HC1 has been assessed as having a major negative impact on SEA
Objective 13 (minerals) as its development may preclude the extraction of category 1
minerals. No further major negative impacts have been identified.
P42 HC1 is expected to have a minor highways issues (Objective 14) and a minor negative
effect on the local high value landscape (SEA Objective 17). P57 HC2, meanwhile, is
expected to have a minor negative effect on SEA Objective 11 Flood Risk. although tThere
is the potential for development of both sites to have minor negative impacts on biodiversity
(SEA Objective 2), water (SEA Objective 9), and greenhouse gas emissions (SEA Objective
12).
Effects on the remaining SEA objectives have been assessed as either neutral or uncertain.
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3.4.4

Employment Sites

The Composite Plan Deposit Draft LDP (incorporating Focussed Changes and Further
Focussed Changes) proposes a total of 17 employment land allocations (including four
committed sites). The findings of the assessment of each employment site against the 18
SEA objectives are presented in Table 3.5.
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Commensurate with the scale of employment land provision and the potential for job
creation, the majority of the proposed employment site allocations have been assessed as
having a major positive impact on SEA Objective 3. The remaining sites will each deliver
between 0.1 – 0.99 ha of employment land and have therefore been assessed as having a
positive impact on this objective. All of the employment allocations have also been
assessed as having a positive impact on SEA Objective 5 given the potential for delivery of
modern employment floorspace which affords the opportunities for healthy working
environments.
Reflecting their location on brownfield (previously developed)/non-agricultural land, a total of
four employment sites have been assessed as having a major positive impact on SEA
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Objective 7 (soil), although five sites have been assessed as having a minor negative impact
on this objective as they would result in the loss of best and most versatile agricultural land.
Of the proposed employment allocations, seven sites are situated outside of the buffer zone
adopted in the HRA for European designated nature conservation sites and have therefore
been assessed as having a positive impact on SEA Objective 1. The remaining site
allocations have been assessed as having a neutral effect on this objective.
The potential for major negative impacts has been identified in respect of SEA Objective 13
(minerals) with a total of eight employment allocations potentially precluding the extraction of
category 1 minerals. The potential for major negative impacts has also been identified in
respect of SEA Objective 2 (biodiversity) with a single employment allocation, P28 EA1, due
to the habitat biodiversity value of the site. A total of 13 other employment allocations have
been assessed as having a negative impact on this objective.
No further major negative impacts have been identified during the assessment. As with the
proposed housing allocations, the potential for minor negative impacts has been identified in
respect of SEA objectives relating to water (SEA Objective 9), greenhouse gas emissions
(SEA Objective 12) and landscape (SEA Objective 17). Effects on the remaining SEA
objectives are largely neutral or uncertain.
3.4.5

Mixed Use Sites

A total of three sites are allocated for mixed use development (P21 MUA1, P51 MUA1 and
P53 MUA1). The findings of the assessment of each site against the 18 SEA objectives are
presented in Table 3.6.
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P

N

0

0

N

0

?

?

?

0

0

P53 MUA1

0

N

PP

0

P

0

N

0

N

0

?

N

N
N

0

?

?

0

0

Ref_no

Reflecting the provision of housing, jobs, retail and community facilities, all of the sites have
been assessed as having a positive impact on SEA Objectives 3 and 5. Two sites (P21
MUA1 and P53 MUA1) have been assessed as having a major positive impact on SEA
Objective 3 as they would provide 2.4ha and 3.4ha of employment land respectively.
The development of site P53 MUA1 may potentially preclude the extraction of category 1
minerals and in consequence, it has been assessed as having a major negative impact on
SEA Objective 13. No further major negative impacts were identified during the assessment
of the proposed mixed use allocations.
The type of potential effects across the remaining SEA objectives are broadly similar to
those identified in respect of the proposed housing and employment allocations and are
therefore not repeated here.
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3.4.6

Summary

Overall, the scale of housing and employment land provision is considered to be significant
and will help to meet the future needs of the County, its communities and businesses over
the plan period whilst minimising the potential for significant adverse environmental effects.
This reflects both the characteristics of individual sites and also the fact that the majority of
dwellings and employment land will be delivered in the County’s towns and with a particular
focus on Llandrindod Wells, Newtown and Ystradgynlais (Powys’ largest towns) which have
greater capacity in terms of their sustainability to receive growth (see Table 3.7). The
distribution of development proposed in the Composite Plan Further Focussed Changes to
the Deposit Draft LDP differs slightly from that proposed at the Focussed Changes stage
with an increase in housing apportioned to towns and large villages and a consequential
decrease in housing development apportioned to small villages and the rural/open
countryside.
Table 3.7

Distribution of Commitments and Allocations (excluding Housing Land Bank
Sites)

Settlement

Employment (ha)*

Housing (No. of Units)

Towns
Builth Wells & Llanelwedd

1.2

Knighton
Llandrindod Wells

137
133

3.9

442

Llanfair Caereinion

60

Llanfyllin

173

Llanidloes

2.9

158

Llanwrtyd Wells
Machynlleth

73
1.7

6257

Montgomery
Newtown

67
2

595

Presteigne

2.8 2.4

106

Rhayader

3.7

114

Welshpool

1.5

263

Ystradgynlais Area

2.31

515

Hay-on-Wye

2.4

49

24.41 24.01

2,947 2,942

TOTAL
Large Villages
Abercrave
Abermule

14
2.6

Arddleen

40
17
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Settlement

Employment (ha)*

Housing (No. of Units)

Berriew

12

Bettws Cedewain

10

Boughrood & Llyswen

62

Bronllys

88

Caersws

48

Carno

41

Castle Caereinion

31

Churchstoke

1.28

Clyro

81
35

Coelbren
Crewgreen

23

Crossgates

34

Forden / Kingswood

25

Four Crosses

0.5

32

Glasbury

5

Guilsfield

88

Howey

50

Kerry

62

Knucklas

23

Llanbrynmair

24

Llandinam

8

Llandrinio

30

Llanfechain

25

Llangurig

19

Llangynog

8

Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant

19

Llansantffraid-ym-Mechain

52

Llansilin

23

Llanymynech

44

Llanyre

31

Meifod

45

Middletown

19
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Settlement

Employment (ha)*

Housing (No. of Units)

New Radnor

14

Newbridge on Wye

531

Penybontfawr

11

Pontrobert

6

Three Cocks

3.4

32

Trefeglwys

17

Tregynon

24

Trewern

6

27

TOTAL

13.78 7.78

1,304 1,330

*Employment sites outside of settlements = 13.3 (ha)

Whilst there is the potential for new development to result in adverse environmental effects,
in many cases (such as in respect of biodiversity and landscape) it is anticipated that the
potential adverse effects could be mitigated at the planning application stage. In this
context, the suite of proposed development management policies in particular provide
mitigation against a range of site specific planning matters (including mitigation against any
negative impacts on the environment). New development of the scale proposed will
inevitably result in increased resource consumption and greenhouse gas emissions
compared to the existing baseline. However, new development will also provide an
opportunity to adopt energy/resource efficient, sustainable design in new buildings thereby
helping to reduce the magnitude of adverse effects in this regard.

3.5

Assessment of Cumulative Effects

3.5.1

Within Plan Cumulative Effects

The potential cumulative effects of the Deposit Plan are considered in Section 6.6.1 of the
October 2016 SEA Environmental Report. This section of the Environmental Report has
been reviewed having regard to the proposed MACs and is presented below (new text is
underlined and deleted text indicated by strikethrough).
The cumulative effects of the LDP policies are detailed in Table 3.8. The assessment
highlights that the majority of the SEA objectives will experience positive effects as a result
of the implementation of the policies contained in the Plan. Major positive impacts are
identified for those SEA objectives that relate to population and human health (meeting
future needs) and cultural heritage (the historic environment and Welsh language and
culture). This principally reflects the socio-economic benefits associated with new housing
and employment development, services and facilities.
No cumulative major negative impacts have been identified. However, there is the potential
for minor negative impacts on those SEA objectives that relate to, in particular, water
resources as well as mixed positive and negative impacts on soils (agricultural land quality
and carbon storage) and landscape. This principally reflects impacts associated with the
construction and operation of new housing and employment uses including land take, water
use and loss of landscape character.
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Housing and employment policies (including allocations) could have major negative impacts
in respect of minerals (SEA Objective 13) reflecting the potential for development to preclude
the extraction of category 1 minerals. However, the protection to mineral resources provided
by other LDP policies including Strategic Policy SP7, Policy DM78 and Policy DM89are
expected to help ensure that adverse effects are not significant.
3.5.2

Assessment of Cumulative Effects in Combination with Other Plans and
Programmes

The potential cumulative effects of the Deposit Plan in combination with other plans and
programmes are assessed in Section 6.6.2 of the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report.
Having reviewed the MACs, it is concluded that no changes to this element of the
Environmental Report are required.
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Table 3.8

Cumulative Effect of Draft LDP Policies

Renewable
Energy

Minerals

1

P/N/?

PP

0

?

0

0/?

P/?

PP?

?

?

?

?

P

A minor positive effect on this
SEA objective is anticipated.

2

P/N/?

PP

N

?

N

?

P/?

PP?

?

?

?

?

P

A minor positive effect on this
SEA objective is anticipated.

3

PP

PP

PP

P

PP

PP

PP

0

P

P

PP

0

PP

It is anticipated that the plan
policies will have a significant
positive effect on this
objective.

4

0/?

PP

0

P

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

P

A minor positive effect on this
SEA objective is anticipated.

5

PP

PP

P

P

P

0

0

P

0

0

PP

0

P

It is anticipated that the plan
policies will have a positive
effect on this objective.

6

0/?

PP

0/?

P

?

?

?

PP

0

?

0

0

P

A minor positive effect on this
SEA objective is anticipated.

7

0/?

PP

P/N

?

P/N

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

P/N

A mixed positive and negative
effect on this SEA objective is
anticipated.

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

57

Comments

Waste

Overall

Tourism

Military
Operations

Community
Facilities

Housing

Retail and Town
Centres

Transport

Economic
Development

Development
Management
Policies

Strategic Policies

SEA Objective

LDP Policy Chapter

Overall

PP

?

?

?

?

?

P?

?

?

?

?

P

A minor positive effect on this
SEA objective is anticipated.

9

0/N

PP

N

?

N

?

?

PP?

?

?

?

?

N

A minor negative effect on this
SEA objective is anticipated.

10

N

PP

P/N

P

N

?

?

PP?

?

?

?

?

P

On balance, a minor positive
effect on this SEA objective is
anticipated despite the
potential for adverse effects
arising from housing
development.

11

N

PP

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

P

A minor positive effect on this
SEA objective is anticipated.

12

N

PP

P/N

?

N

P/?

?

P?

PP

?

?

?

P

On balance, a minor positive
effect on this SEA objective is
anticipated despite the
potential for adverse effects
arising from employment and
housing development.

13

0

PP

NN

?

NN

?

?

?

?

P

?

?

P/N

A mixed positive and negative
effect on this SEA objective is
anticipated

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

58

Comments

Minerals

Military
Operations

Community
Facilities

Renewable
Energy

0/?

Waste

8

Tourism

Housing

Retail and Town
Centres

Transport

Economic
Development

Development
Management
Policies

Strategic Policies

SEA Objective

LDP Policy Chapter

Overall

PP

0

?

N

?

?

P?

0

?

?

0

P

A minor positive effect on this
SEA objective is anticipated

15

PP/N/?

PP

?

?

?

?

?

PP?

?

?

?

?

PP

It is anticipated that the plan
policies will have a significant
positive effect on this
objective.

16

P

PP

P

0

PP

P

P

0

0

P

P

0

PP

On balance a significant
positive effect on this objective
is anticipated.

17

PP/N/?

PP

N

?

N

?

?

PP?

?

?

?

?

P/N

A mixed positive and negative
effect on this SEA objective is
anticipated.

18

0

PP

0

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

P

It is anticipated that the plan
policies will have a positive
effect on this objective.
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Comments

Minerals

Military
Operations

Community
Facilities

Renewable
Energy

0

Waste

14

Tourism

Housing

Retail and Town
Centres

Transport

Economic
Development

Development
Management
Policies

Strategic Policies

SEA Objective

LDP Policy Chapter

3.6

Mitigation

Mitigation involves the identification of measures intended to prevent, reduce and as far as
possible offset any adverse environmental effects that have been found in the assessment.
Section 4.6 of the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report presents a summary of the
recommendations arising from the earlier SEA Environmental Reports together with how
they have been reflected in the Deposit Plan. Appendix 8, meanwhile, identifies additional
mitigation for individual sites. No additional mitigation measures have been identified as a
result of the assessment of the MACs.
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Section 4 – Conclusions, Next Steps and
Monitoring
4.1

Conclusions

This addendum to the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report has presented the findings
of the assessment of the proposed MACs to the Deposit Plan. The assessment has
confirmed that the conclusions of the Environmental Report (Section 7.1) remain valid and
no additional likely significant negative effects have been identified. There is the potential for
additional significant positive effects across a number of the SEA objectives associated with
the inclusion of Policy W2 (Waste Management Proposals). This new policy provides the
criteria that all waste management proposals must meet which is expected to help ensure
that waste-related development does not give rise to significant adverse impacts on (inter
alia) surface water, ground water, landscapes, biodiversity, the historic environment and
human health

4.2

Next Steps

This addendum is being issued for consultation alongside the Schedule of Matters Arising
Changes. Public consultation on the MACs and SEA is taking place between 19th
September and 30th October 2017.
The County Council will forward the consultation responses to the Planning Inspector for
consideration. The County Council will then consider the sustainability implications of any
subsequent changes to the LDP and whether any further assessment is needed in
accordance with the requirements of the SEA Directive.
As soon as is reasonably practical after adoption of the LDP, and in compliance with SEA
regulation 16 (4), the County Council will complete an ‘SEA Post Adoption Statement’ that
will relate how the final LDP has taken into account the findings of the SEA, consultation
responses and environmental considerations, as well as the reasons for the selection of the
final LDP and rejection of alternatives.

4.3

Monitoring

The LDP, on adoption, will require an Annual Monitoring Report. This monitoring will test the
Plan’s performance against the SEA’s appraisal indicators. In addition to monitoring the
implementation of the policies and proposals in the Plan, it will also consider any changes to
the environmental baseline that could indicate that implementing the LDP is having a
significant environmental impact.
Appendix 4 of the October 2016 SEA Environmental Report provides a detailed monitoring
framework for the consideration of changes to the environment. This monitoring framework
has been reviewed as part of the preparation of this addendum in order to reflect on the
proposed changes to the LDP Annual Monitoring Framework set out in the MACs and to
take into account actions arising from the Hearing Sessions.
The monitoring framework will be confirmed in the SEA Post Adoption Statement, taking into
account responses to consultation on this addendum.
POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

61

APPENDIX 1 - Assessment of the Significance of the Matters Arising Changes
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This table identifies those MACs that are considered significant for the SEA and the reasons why. Those that have been identified as significant
are highlighted.
Matters
Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?
Arising
Change
Written Statement
MAC 1

MAC 9
MAC 10
MAC 11
MAC 12
MAC 13
MAC 14
MAC 15
MAC 16

No - The additional 3 affordable homes represent an approximately 0.3% increase in affordable housing to be delivered over the
plan period, which is considered to be a negligible change for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The changes are to clarify the relationship between the LDP and national planning policy. They are not considered significant
for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The appropriate borders for the LDP were considered by the SEA in the first instance.
No - A more detailed discussion of the characteristics of main settlements within the LDP is not considered significant for the
purposes of the SEA.
No - References to 'intensive' agriculture and tourism added to the LDP are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA.
No - Explanatory text on the role of main settlements is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Not all of the documents were included within the Scoping Report as it was published prior to their release; however, they
were given due consideration where necessary in the preparation of the SEA.
No - Early commentary on the interaction between the Powys LDP and other LDPs is not considered significant for the purposes
of the SEA.
No - The deleted text is purely for clarification and is therefore not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text inserted is for cross-referencing and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text inserted is for cross-referencing and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Full consideration was given to the built and historic environment under SEA objective 15.

MAC 17

No - Additional text does not affect the core elements of the spatial strategy assessed in the SEA.

MAC 2
MAC 3
MAC 4
MAC 5
MAC 6
MAC 7
MAC 8
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Matters
Arising
Change
MAC 18
MAC 19
MAC 20
MAC 21
MAC 22
MAC 23
MAC 24

MAC 25
MAC 26
MAC 27
MAC 28
MAC 29
MAC 30
MAC 31
MAC 32
MAC 33
MAC 34
MAC 35
MAC 36

Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?

No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Amendments are in accordance with changes to Policy SP6 (see MAC 33).
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The additional text seeks to clarify the role of the spatial strategy and its relationship to other aspects of the Plan. It is not
considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The additional text identifies that the Welsh Government's 2014 housing figures were released during the examination period
for the LDP. The text goes on to explain the reasons why the Plan wasn't amended to include the figures. As such it is not
considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional reference to the planning policy framework is for clarity and is not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA.
No - Text deletions and additions are for clarity and are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The wording revisions are for clarity and are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The additional 3 affordable homes represent an approximately 0.3% increase in affordable housing to be delivered over the
plan period, which is considered to be a negligible change for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The additional text with regards to affordable housing and tenure types is explanatory. Therefore, it is not considered
significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No – The amount of retail floorspace to be provided over the plan period remains unchanged at 0.4ha (to provide 1,000sq.m net
retail floorspace).
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The amendments to the text provide additional qualifications as to exactly which building types are considered when
identifying rural settlements and is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - Amendments to Policy SP6 have the potential to have a significant effect.
No - The additional text is explanatory and not significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - The change of policy identifies a substantially broader range of assets as Strategic Resources.
No - The proposed amendments provide clearer signposting to sources of information outside the LDP and as such are not
considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
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Matters
Arising
Change
MAC 37
MAC 38
MAC 39
MAC 40
MAC 41
MAC 42
MAC 43
MAC 44
MAC 45
MAC 46
MAC 47
MAC 48
MAC 49
MAC 50
MAC 51
MAC 52
MAC 53
MAC 54
MAC 55
MAC 56
MAC 57
MAC 58

Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?

No - The additional text is for clarification. The significant change is the designation as a Strategic Resource, which is assessed
under MAC 35.
No - Wording amendments are for clarity and to correct cross-references. As such, they are no considered significant to the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Text has been moved from elsewhere within the plan and as such the change is not considered significant for the SEA.
Yes - The policy provides a more detailed approach to managing the natural environment with the potential for a significant
environmental effect.
No - Additional text is for information and is not considered significant in terms of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - The policy includes new requirements.
No - The amendments and clarifications are not considered to have a significant effect for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Clarifications are not considered to have a significant effect for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - The policy provides a more detailed approach to managing effects on the local landscape with the potential for a significant
environmental effect.
No - Changes to the reasoned justification will be assessed through the assessment of new policy DM4 (see MAC 47).
No - The additional text provides a cross reference. As such it is not considered to have a significant effect for the purposes of the
SEA.
No - The additional text is explanatory and is not considered to have a significant effect for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - Amendments to the policy lessen the flood prevention requirements to be in line with national policy, rather than exceeding
it. As such, there is considered to be the potential for a significant environmental effect.
No - The proposed amendments reflect changes to Policy DM6 (see MAC 51).
No – Changes to the policy are clarifications and as such are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The changes are clarification and are not considered to have a significant effect for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Amendments to the policy are clarifications and are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The additional text is a clarification and not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text provides further clarification on the need to comply with national policy and is not considered significant for the
purposes of the SEA.
No - Changes to the policy are to clarify the wording and as such are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
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Matters
Arising
Change
MAC 59
MAC 60
MAC 61
MAC 62
MAC 63
MAC 64
MAC 65
MAC 66
MAC 67
MAC 68
MAC 69
MAC 70
MAC 71
MAC 72
MAC 73
MAC 74
MAC 75
MAC 76
MAC 77
MAC 78
MAC 79
MAC 80
MAC 81
MAC 82
MAC 83

Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?

No - The additional text identifies procedural steps to be followed when marketing vacant property and are no considered
significant for the purposes of the SEA and SA.
Yes - Changes to the policy affect the geographical scope of Policy DM12.
Yes - Changes to the text affect the scope of the application of Policy DM 12 with potential cumulative effects.
Yes - Changes to Policy DM13 increase its scope.
No - The proposed amendments reflect changes to Policy DM13 (see MAC 62).
No - Changes to the text are to identify links to policy guidance and are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Text deleted due to its realignment under Policy DM3 and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Supporting text provides revised, and in some instances additional, guidance that is not considered to have a significant
effect for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Text amendments are for consistency and are not considered to have a significant effect for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is in accordance with changes to Policy DM13 (see MAC 62).
No - Additional text is in accordance with changes to Policy DM13 (see MAC 62).
No - Additional text is to reflect the updated situation in New Town and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of
the SEA.
Yes - Policy DM15 is a new policy.
No - Additional text is in accordance with changes to Policy DM15 (see MAC 71).
Yes - Amendments to the policy increase its scope.
No – Amended text to include a cross reference, which is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Changes to the policy to define ancillary uses are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is for clarification and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - Policy E4 is a new policy.
No - Additional text is in accordance with changes to Policy E4 (see MAC 81).
No - Additional text provides guidance and is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
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Matters
Arising
Change
MAC 84
MAC 85
MAC 86
MAC 87
MAC 88
MAC 89
MAC 90
MAC 91
MAC 92
MAC 93
MAC 94
MAC 95
MAC 96
MAC 97
MAC 98
MAC 99
MAC 100
MAC 101
MAC 102
MAC 103
MAC 104
MAC 105
MAC 106
MAC 107
MAC 108

Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?

Yes - Policy E6 is a new policy.
No - Additional text is in support of Policy E6 (see MAC 84).
Yes - Policy E7 is a new policy.
No - Additional text is in support of Policy E7 (see MAC 86).
No - Amendments to the policy are rewording to provide increased emphasis and as such are not considered significant for the
purposes of the SEA.
No amendment identified.
No - Amendments to the written justification provide clarifications and cross references and as such are not considered significant
for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - Amendments to Policy H1 have the potential to have a significant effect.
Yes - The revised criteria are directly cross-referred to in Policy H1.
No - Deleted text has been relocated within the plan and is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - Proposed changes to Policy H2 have the potential to have a significant environmental effect.
No - Additional text is in support of Policy H2 (see MAC 94).
No - Text has been amended for consistency and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - Changes to Policy H5 have the potential to have a significant effect.
No - Text amendments are clarifications and as such are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Deletion reflects changes to Policies H3, H5 and H7, which are assessed elsewhere.
Yes - Policy H6 is a new policy created by merging Policies H5 and H7.
No - Text deleted is no longer required as Policies H5 and H7 have been merged into Policy H5 (see MAC 100).
No - Additional text is in support of Policy H6 (see MAC 100).
No - The policy has been deleted as it is not considered sound.
Yes - Policy H10 is a new policy created by the subdivision of Policy H13
No - The amendment requires the retention of existing text and is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - Policy H11 is a new policy created by the subdivision of Policy H13.
No - This is the relocation of existing reasoned justification text and as such is not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA.
No - Amendments to Policy R1 are for clarity only and as such not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
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Matters
Arising
Change
MAC 109
MAC 110
MAC 111
MAC 112
MAC 113
MAC 114
MAC 115
MAC 116
MAC 117
MAC 118
MAC 119
MAC 120
MAC 121
MAC 122
MAC 123
MAC 124
MAC 125
MAC 126
MAC 127
MAC 128
MAC 129
MAC 130
MAC 131
MAC 132
MAC 133
MAC 134

Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?

No - Amendments add cross references and clarifications that are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Amendment provides additional detail that is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Additional text is in support of Policy R2 and is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Amendments to Policy R3 are clarifications and are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The proposed amendments are clarifications and are not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The policy has been deleted as it is not considered sound.
No - Additional text was in support of Policy R3 (see MAC 114).
No - The amendment to Policy TD2 is a clarification and is not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The additional reasoned justification is note considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - The additional reasoned justification is note considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - New Policy W1 has the potential to have a significant effect.
No - Amendments to the reasoned justification reflect amendments to Policy W1 (see MAC 119).
Yes - New Policy W2 has the potential to have a significant effect.
No - The reasoned justification reflects amendments to Policy W2 (see MAC 121).
Yes - Policy RE1 has been entirely reworded with the potential to have a significant effect.
No - The reasoned justification reflects amendments to Policy RE1 (see MAC 123).
No - Additional text is for clarity and not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Yes - Policy M4 is a new policy.
No - The reasoned justification reflects the new Policy M4 (see MAC 126).
Yes - Policy M5 is a new policy.
No - The reasoned justification reflects the new Policy M5 (see MAC 128).
No - Amendments concern plan monitoring and whilst they may inform the SEA monitoring framework, they are not considered to
be significant.
No - Amendments concern plan monitoring and whilst they may inform the SEA monitoring framework, they are not considered to
be significant.
No - Appendix would contain additional information not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Appendix would contain additional information not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
No - Appendix would contain additional information not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
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Matters
Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?
Arising
Change
MAC 135
No - Appendix would contain additional information not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
MAC 136
No - Appendix would contain additional information not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
MAC 137
No - Appendix would contain additional information not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
MAC 138
No - Appendix would contain additional information not considered significant for the purposes of the SEA.
Proposals and Inset Maps
MAC M1
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M2
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M3
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M4
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M5
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M6
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M7
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M8
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M9
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M10 No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M11 No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
MAC M12 No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
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Matters
Arising
Change
MAC M13
MAC M14
MAC M15
MAC M16
MAC M17
MAC M18
MAC M19
MAC M20
MAC M21
MAC M22
MAC M23
MAC M24
MAC M25
MAC M26
MAC M27

Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
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Matters
Arising
Change
MAC M28
MAC M29
MAC M30
MAC M31
MAC M32
MAC M33
MAC M34
MAC M35
MAC M36
MAC M37
MAC M38
MAC M39
MAC M40
MAC M41
MAC M42
MAC M43

Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
Yes – This change includes an amendment to Housing Allocation P34 HA1 to remove land and to include the access road.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
Yes – This change includes the removal of Gypsy and Traveller Site P42 HA4 and Addition of Site P42 HA5 now P42 HC1 (Policy
H11).
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
Yes – This change includes the addition Housing Commitment P47 HC2 to the map.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
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Matters
Arising
Change
MAC M44
MAC M45
MAC M46
MAC M47
MAC M48
MAC M49
MAC M50
MAC M51
MAC M52
MAC M53
MAC M54
MAC M55
MAC M56
MAC M57
MAC M58

Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
Yes – This change includes the addition of Gypsy and Traveller Site P57 HC2 (Policy H11).
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
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Matters
Arising
Change
MAC M59
MAC M60
MAC M61
MAC M62
MAC M63
MAC M64
MAC M65
MAC M66
MAC M67

Is the Matters Arising Change Significant for the Purposes of the SEA?
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
Yes – This change includes amendment to site P58 HA9 and consequential change to Development Boundary.`
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
No – Amendments have been made to reflect policy provisions and are not considered significant for the purposes of the
SEA/they are considered further in respect of the Written Statement.
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APPENDIX 2 – Revised Assessment of LDP Policies

Significance Assessment
Symbol
PP
P
?
0
N
NN

Description
Policy is likely to have a significant positive effect
Policy is likely to have a minor positive effect
Policy is likely to have an uncertain effect
Policy is likely to have a neutral effect
Policy is likely to have a minor negative effect
Policy is likely to have a significant negative effect

Please note: New text is underlined and deleted text is indicated by strikethrough.
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies

1. To protect
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

SP1
N/?

SP2
N/?

Cumulative
effect
SP3
0

SP4
0

SP5
0

SP6
0

SP7
PP

N/P/?

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Strategic Policy SP1 identifies the overall level of housing growth over the plan period
whilst Strategic Policy SP2 identifies the overall quantum of employment land required
in the plan period. The assessments of the preferred housing provision and
employment land growth options are contained in Appendix 6b [to the October 2016
SEA Environmental Report] and are therefore not repeated here (for all SEA
objectives).
Policy SP3 sets out an overall target for affordable housing and is not anticipated to
give rise to significant environmental effects against this objective. Whilst the policy
does include an allowance for rural exception sites, the number of dwellings likely to be
involved is not anticipated to give rise to significant effects against this objective.
Policy SP4 sets out the overall strategy for retail provision, including 0.4ha of new retail
floorspace as part of a mixed use site (Former Kaye Foundry, Presteigne) (assessed
separately) up to 1,000sqm (net) of retail floorspace. It has been assessed as having a
neutral impact against this objective.
Strategic Policy SP5 sets out the settlement hierarchy and the towns that fall within
each category. Strategic Policy SP6 then apportions development to the different
categories of settlement based on the hierarchy. Together they form the spatial
strategy for the LDP which has been assessed separately in Appendix 6a and is
therefore not repeated here (for all SEA objectives).
Policy SP7 identifies land designated at international, European and/or national level
for environmental protection as strategic resources and will therefore contribute to this
objective.
The cumulative impact of policies SP1 to SP7 on this objective is judged to be mixed.
Mitigation
None identified.
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None specified at this stage.

2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats
identified in
the Powys
Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42
List.

N/?

N/?

0

0

0

0

P

N/P/?

Likely significant effects
Policy SP3 sets out an overall target for affordable housing and is not anticipated to
give rise to significant environmental effects against this objective. Whilst the policy
does include an allowance for rural exception sites the number of dwellings likely to be
involved is not anticipated to give rise to significant effects against this objective.
Policy SP4 sets out the overall strategy for retail provision, including 0.4ha of new retail
floorspace as part of a mixed use site (Former Kaye Foundry, Presteigne) (assessed
separately) up to 1,000sqm (net) of retail floorspace. It has been assessed as having a
neutral impact against this objective.
Policy SP7 identifies land designated at international, European and/or national level
for environmental protection as strategic resources and will therefore contribute to this
objective.
The cumulative impact of policies SP1 to SP7 on this objective is judged to be mixed.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
The exact location of all development which may occur under Policies SP1, 5 and 6 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.

3. Enhance the
provision of
housing,
employment
and
community
services to
meet the
needs of the
population and
in response to
demographic
changes.

PP

P

PP

P

P/N

P/N

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy SP3 seeks to ensure that a percentage of new homes provided within the plan
period are affordable and therefore has a significant positive impact on this objective.
Policy SP4 sets out the spatial policy for retail provision, including 0.4ha of new retail
floorspace as part of a mixed use site (Former Kaye Foundry, Presteigne) (assessed
separately) up to 1,000sqm (net) of retail floorspace. It will therefore have a positive
impact on this objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP7, it is considered to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to 7 are considered to have a significant positive impact on this
objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.

4. Promote
improvement
in community
safety.

?

?

0

0

?

?

0

0/?

Uncertainties
The exact location of all development which may occur under Policies SP1, 5 and 6 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
Likely significant effects
Housing policies are likely to have a neutral impact on the promotion of community
safety as there is no known direct correlation between housing development and
community safety. No significant impacts are therefore identified in relation to Policy
SP3.
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
Policy SP4 sets out the overall strategy for retail provision, including 0.4ha of new retail
floorspace as part of a mixed use site (Former Kaye Foundry, Presteigne) (assessed
separately) up to 1,000sqm (net) of retail floorspace. It has been assessed as having a
neutral impact against this objective.
The impacts of Policies SP5 and 6 on community safety is considered to be uncertain
at this stage.
Given the scope of Policy SP7 it is not anticipated to have a significant effect on this
objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a neutral impact on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
No further uncertainties identified.

5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

P

P

0

0

P

P

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy SP3 on affordable housing provision, as worded, is also considered to have a
neutral effect against this objective,
Policy SP4 on retail provision has been assessed as having a neutral impact against
this objective.
Policy SP7 seeks to safeguard material assets including both designated and valued
landscapes and, National Trails, public rights of way, recreational trails and the
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
National Cycle Network which could help to promote healthy lifestyles. This has been
assessed as having a significant positive impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies SP1 and SP2 have been assessed as having a minor positive impact
on this objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a significant positive impact on this
objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health.

?

?

0

0

?

?

0

0/?

Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral effect on this objective.
Policy SP4 on retail provision has been assessed as having a neutral impact against
this objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP7 it is anticipated to have a neutral effect on this objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a neutral impact on this objective,
with some uncertainty noted in relation to SP1, SP2, SP5 and SP6.
Mitigation
None identified.
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
Assumptions
None.

7. To protect
soils that are
classified as
being
important for
carbon storage
and
agriculture.

?

?

0

0

?

?

0

0/?

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy SP1 and SP2 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral effect on this objective.
Policy SP4 on retail provision has been assessed as having a neutral impact against
this objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP7 it is anticipated to have a neutral effect on this objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a neutral impact on this objective,
with some uncertainty noted in relation to SP1, SP2, SP5 and SP6.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.

8. To prevent
contamination
of land and
support
remediation as

?

?

0

0

?

?

0

0/?

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies SP1, 5 and 6 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 (affordable housing) it is anticipated to have a neutral
effect on this objective.
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7

part of new
development.

Policy SP4 on retail provision has been assessed as having a neutral impact against
this objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP7 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a neutral impact on this objective,
with some uncertainty noted in relation to SP1, SP2, SP5 and 6.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.

9. To maintain
and improve
water quality
and quantity.

0/N

0

0

0

?

?

0

0/N

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies SP1, 5 and 6 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Policy SP4 on retail provision has been assessed as having a neutral impact against
this objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a neutral/negative impact on this
objective, with some uncertainty noted in relation to SP5 and SP6.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
None.
Uncertainties
No further uncertainties identified.

10. To protect
and improve
air quality in
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

N

N

0

P

0

0

0

N

Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Policy SP4 on retail provision has been assessed as having a positive impact on this
objective as the provision includes 0.4ha of new retail floorspace as part of a mixed use
site (Former Kaye Foundry, Presteigne) (assessed separately) up to 1,000sqm (net) of
retail floorspace, reducing the need to travel by car and a consequent improvement in
air quality when compared to a peripheral site that relies on use of the car.
Given the scope of Policy SP7 it is not anticipated to have a significant effect on this
objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a negative impact on this objective.

Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.
11. To reduce
flood risk.

0/?

0/?

0

0

N

N

0

N

Likely significant effects
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral effect on this objective.
Policy SP4 on retail provision has been assessed as having a neutral impact against
this objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP7 it is assessed as having a neutral impact on this
objective.
Notwithstanding the instances where the potential for negative impacts has been
identified , Policy DM5 – Flood prevention measures and land drainage seeks to
implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River Basin Management
Plans and Catchment Flood Management Plans together with the recommendations of
the LDP’s Strategic Flood Consequences Assessment (Stages 1 and 2). This will help
to ensure that any new development does not increase flood risk.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a negative impact on this objective.

Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.

12. To reduce
greenhouse
gas emissions.

N

N

0

P

0

0

0

N

Uncertainties
None identified.
Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Policy SP4 on retail provision has been assessed as having a positive impact on this
objective as the provision includes 0.4ha of new retail floorspace as part of a mixed use
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
site (Former Kaye Foundry, Presteigne) (assessed separately) up to 1,000sqm (net) of
retail floorspace, reducing the need to travel by car and a consequent reduction in
carbon emissions when compared to a peripheral site that relies on use of the car.
Given the scope of Policy SP7 it is not anticipated to have a significant impact on this
objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a negative impact on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

13. To protect
Mineral
Resources
from
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

0

0

0

0

?

?

PP

0

Likely significant effect
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP4 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Policy SP7 includes safeguarding of Mineral Resource Areas and has been assessed
as having a major positive impact on this objective.
Overall Policies SP3 to SP4 are considered to have a neutral impact on this objective,
with some uncertainty noted in relation to SP1, 2, 5 and 6.
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a neutral impact on this objective
with uncertainties identified for SP1, SP2, SP5 and SP6.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.

14. To protect
important
material assets
including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure
from
incompatible
development.

0

0

0

0

?

?

P

0

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies SP1, 5 and 6 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral effect on this objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP4 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Policy SP7 protects a range of strategic resources and assets and as such would be
expected to have a minor positive effect on this objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a neutral impact on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies SP1, 5 and 6 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies

15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys historic
environment
including its
diversity, local
distinctiveness
and heritage.

SP1
N/?

SP2
N/?

SP3
0

SP4
0

SP5
0

SP6
0

SP7
PP

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

PP/N/?

Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP4 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
The safeguarding of material assets under Policy SP7 includes all Registered Historic
Landscapes historic environment designations.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a mixed impact on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture.

P

P

PP

0

?

?

0

P

Likely significant effects
Policy SP3 makes provision for affordable housing and this could also benefit the
Welsh language by giving speakers the choice of remaining in the area.
Given the scope of Policy SP4 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP7 it is not anticipated to have a significant effect on this
objective.
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

SP2

Cumulative
effect
SP3

SP4

SP5

SP6

Commentary

SP7
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a positive impact on this objective
as there is the potential for policies to work together to achieve this objective.

Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.

17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich
natural
landscape.

N/?

N/?

0

0

0

0

PP

PP/N/?

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy SP1 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP4 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Policy SP7 specifically seeks to safeguard internationally and nationally designated
sites and , Registered Historic Landscapes and the valued characteristics and qualities
of the landscape throughout Powys. Overall, Policy SP7 has been assessed as having
a major positive impact on this objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a mixed impact on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
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Strategic Policies SP1 to SP7
SEA Objective
Policies
SP1

18. To protect
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

?

SP2

?

Cumulative
effect
SP3

0

SP4

0

SP5

0

SP6

0

Commentary

SP7

PP

0

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies SP1, 5 and 6 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
Likely significant effects
Given the scope of Policy SP3 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Given the scope of Policy SP4 it is anticipated to have a neutral impact on this
objective.
Policy SP7 protects land designated at international, European and/or national level for
environmental protection, which is taken to include RIGS and is assessed as having a
major a positive impact on this objective. Given that SP7 protects RIGS it is assumed
that other policies will not have a significant impact on this objective.
Overall Policies SP1 to SP7 are considered to have a neutral impact on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
1. To protect
and enhance
all designated
sites of
Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

Policies

Cumulative
Effect

DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

DM176

0

PP

0

P

0

0

P

0

0

P

0

0

0

PP

0

0

PP

Comments

Likely significant effects
Policy DM2 – The natural environment
requires that development proposals must
not, amongst other conditions,
unacceptably adversely affect or
compromise features of the natural
environment including site designations
and habitats and species; trees,
woodlands and hedgerows of significant
public amenity, natural or culture heritage;
and an existing area of open space,
complete or in part. The intent of this
policy is to ensure that proposals
demonstrate how they protect, positively
manage and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity interests. Powys has a large
number of statutory and non-statutory
designated sites of nature conservation
which this policy should look to protect and
enhance. This policy has therefore been
assessed as having a major positive
impact on this objective.
Policy DM15A4 – Air Quality Management
includes a criteria relating to the protection
of habitats and species within a European
Protected Site or Site of Special Scientific
Interest. This policy has therefore been
assessed as having a major positive
impact on this objective.
Policies DM34 – Landscape, DM67 – Dark
skies and external lighting, DM910 –
Contaminated and unstable land do not
have direct links to the enhancement of
designated nature conservation sites but
are assessed to have indirect positive
effects and therefore these policies are
assessed as having a positive impact on
this objective.
Policies DM1, DM2A3, DM45, DM56,
DM78, DM89, DM11, DM142, DM153, and
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

DM17cDM15 and DM16 have no direct
correlation with the protection and
enhancement of designated sites of nature
conservation and have been assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
2. To protect
and enhance
all species
and habitats
identified in
the Powys
Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan
or Section 42
List.

P

PP

P

P

0

0

P

0

0

0

0

0

P

PP
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0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM2 – The natural environment
requires that development proposals must
not unacceptably adversely affect features
of the natural environment including,
notably; site designations and habitats and
species.; and trees, woodlands and
hedgerows of significant public amenity,
natural or culture heritage; and an existing
area of open space, complete or in part.
The intent of this policy is to ensure that
proposals demonstrate how they protect,
positively manage and enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity interests
including species and habitats. Powys has
a diversity of habitats unmatched by any
other county in Wales which this policy
should look to protect and enhance. This
policy has therefore been assessed as
having a major positive impact on this
objective.

Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

Policy DM15A14 – Air Quality
Management includes a criteria relating to
the protection of habitats and species
within a European Protected Site or Site of
Special Scientific Interest. This policy has
therefore been assessed as having a
major positive impact on this objective.
Policy DM1 – Planning obligations, DM2A3
Public Open Space, Policies DM34 –
Landscape, DM67 – Dark skies and
external lighting, DM153 – Design and
Resources make no direct reference to
habitats and species but are assessed to
have indirect positive effects and therefore
these policies are assessed as having a
positive impact on this objective.
Policies DM45, DM56, DM78, DM89,
DM910, DM11, DM142, DM15 and DM176
have no direct correlation with the
protection and enhancement of species
and habitats and have been assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
3. Enhance
provision of
housing,
employment

PP

0

P

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

PP

0

P

0
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0

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM1 – Planning obligations requires
obligations to be sought in relation to new
developments. This could include

Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

and
community
services

DM15

Comments

DM176

provision or improvement of essential
infrastructure required to serve
development, affordable housing,
provision or improvement of community
facilities or financial contributions in lieu of
provision. This policy aims to enhance the
provision of community services to meet
the needs of the population in an effort to
provide accessible services and facilities.
The policy also identifies the need to
address and mitigate significant socioeconomic impacts. This policy is therefore
assessed as having a major positive
impact on this objective.
Policy DM11 – Protection of existing
community facilities and services
stipulates that the loss of existing
community facilities and services will only
be permitted providing alternative
provision or solutions can be provided or
the retention of such a facility or service is
shown to be unviable or unsuccessful.
This policy should help to retain the
accessibility and provision of community
facilities and services. This policy is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
Policy DM176 – Protection of existing
employment sites requires that the loss of
existing sites and buildings in economic
use will only be permitted if the proposed
use would not prejudice the use of
surrounding employment sites / buildings;
and or lead to an under provision of
employment use with the sub / local area
proposals for the use of existing
employment sites for alternative uses will
be permitted where it can be demonstrated
that land and premises are no longer
required for employment use, that they
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

wouldn’t lead to under provision of
employment land and that they would not
prejudice future operational use of
surrounding sites. This policy looks to
support the retention of existing
employment sites in light of changing
demographics including the loss of young
adults, shrinking working age population
and an ageing population. This policy is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
DM153 – Design and resources does not
have a direct link to enhancing the
provision of housing, employment and
community services but are assessed to
have indirect positive effects.
Policies DM2, DM34, DM45, DM56, DM67,
DM78, DM89, DM910, and DM142 and
DM15A4 and DM15 have no direct
correlation with the enhancement of
housing, employment and community
services and have been assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
4. Promote
improvement

0

0

P

0

0

0

P

0

0

P

0

0

PP

0
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0

0

PP

Likely significant effects

Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

Policy DM153 – Design and resources
requires that the design, layout, size,
scale, mass and materials of all new
development should, amongst other
conditions, support community safety and
crime prevention. This policy is therefore
assessed as having a major positive
impact on this objective.

in community
safety

Policies DM2A3 – Public Open Space,
DM67 – Dark skies and external lighting
and DM910 – Contaminated and unstable
land, do not have direct links to community
safety but are assessed to have indirect
positive effects and therefore these
policies have been assessed as having a
positive impact on the objective.
Policies DM1, DM2A3, DM45, DM56,
DM78, DM89, DM11, DM153, DM142,
DM15A4, DM15 and DM176 have no
direct correlation with community safety
and have been assessed as having a
neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and

P

P

PP

P

0

0

P

0

0

P

P

0

PP

PP
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0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM2A3 – Public Open Space is
assessed as having a major positive
impact on this objective.

Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

opp. For
healthy living

DM15

Comments

DM176

Policy DM154 includes criteria relating to
amenities enjoyed by occupants or users
of nearby or proposed properties and is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
Policy DM15A4 – Air Quality Management
states that development proposals will only
be permitted where any resultant air
pollution does not cause or lead to an
unacceptable risk of harm to the human
health or the natural environment and is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
Policies DM1 – Planning obligations, DM2
– The natural environment, DM34 –
Landscape, DM67 – Dark skies and
external lighting, DM910 – Contaminated
and unstable land, DM11 – Protection of
existing community facilities, do not have
direct links to human health but are
assessed to have indirect positive effects
and therefore these policies have been
assessed as having a positive impact on
the objective.
Policies DM45, DM56, DM78, DM89,
DM142, DM15A4, DM15, and DM176
have no direct correlation with human
health and have been assessed as having
a neutral impact on this objective.

Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
6. Prevent or
minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health

0

0

0

0

0

0

P

0

0

P

0

0

PP

PP

P

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM153 includes criteria relating to
amenities enjoyed by occupants or users
of nearby or proposed properties and is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
Policy DM15A4 – Air Quality Management
states that development proposals will only
be permitted where any resultant air
pollution does not cause or lead to an
unacceptable risk of harm to the human
health or the natural environment and is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
Policies DM67 – Dark skies and external
lighting and, DM9 – Contaminated and
unstable land and DM15 – Waste within
developments do not have direct links to
minimising risk to human health but are
assessed to have indirect positive effects
and therefore these policies have been
assessed as having a positive impact on
the objective.
Policies DM1, DM2, DM2A3, DM34,
DM45, DM56, DM78, DM89, DM11,
DM142, and DM176 have no direct
correlation with mitigating potential
sources of nuisance and risk to human
health and have been assessed as having
a neutral impact on this objective.
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
7. To protect
soils

0

P

0

P

P

P

0

0

0

PP

0

0

0PP

P

0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM910 – Contaminated and
unstable land sets out that proposals on
contaminated or unstable land will be
permitted where they do not result in any
additional problems of ground instability or
contamination either on or off site and
shall remediate the contamination /
instability or unacceptably adversely affect
public health and safety, nature
conservation, historic or archaeological
interests. This policy is assessed as
having a major positive impact on this
objective.
Policy DM13 requires new development to
demonstrate the sustainable and efficient
use of natural resources in including the
protection, where possible, of soils.
Policies DM2 – The natural environment,
DM34 – Landscape, DM45 – Development
and flood risk and DM56 – Flood
prevention measures and land drainage
and DM15A4 – Air Quality Management,
do not have direct links to the protection of
soils but are assessed to have indirect
positive effects and therefore these
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

policies have been assessed as having a
positive impact on the objective.
Policies DM1, DM2A3, DM67, DM78,
DM89, DM11, DM142, DM153, DM15 and
DM176 have no direct correlation with
soils and have been assessed as having a
neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a positive effect
on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
8. To prevent
contaminatio
n

0

P

0

0

P

P

0

0

0

PP

0

0

0

P

0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM910 – Contaminated is assessed
as having a major positive impact on this
objective.
Policies DM2 – The natural environment,
DM45 – Development and flood risk and
DM56 – Flood prevention measures and
land drainage and DM15A4 – Air Quality
Management do not have direct links to
preventing contamination but are
assessed to have indirect positive effects
and therefore these policies have been
assessed as having a positive impact on
the objective.
DM1, DM2A3, DM34, DM67, DM78,
DM89, DM11, DM142, DM153, DM15 and
DM176 have no direct correlation with
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

preventing contamination and have been
assessed as having a neutral impact on
this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM17 have been
assessed as having a major positive effect
on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
9. Maintain
and improve
water quality
and quantity

P

PP

0

0

P

P

0

0

0

P

0

0

PP

P

0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM2 – The natural environment
requires that development proposals must
not, amongst other conditions,
unacceptably adversely affect the
achievement of the Water Framework
Directive’s overarching objectives. The
policy is therefore expected to help protect
and improve the quality of water, both
surface water and groundwater. Currently,
both the Severn District and Western
Wales River Basin Management Plans
achieve 29% of surface waters at good
status/potential or better and 75% or more
of groundwater bodies being good status
or better. This policy has been assessed
as having a major positive impact on this
objective.
Policy DM153 – Design and resources
requires that the design, layout, size,
scale, mass and materials of all new
development shall, amongst other
conditions, demonstrate a sustainable and
an efficient use of resources by including
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

measures to achieve water conservation
and efficiency. It also requires the
provision of adequate utility services,
without unacceptable adverse effects on
the surrounding environment. The policy
also requires developments to
demonstrate a sustainable and efficient
use of resources, including measures to
achieve water conservation and efficiency.
This policy is assessed as having a major
positive impact upon this objective.
Policies DM1 – Planning obligations,
DM45 – Development and flood risk,
DM56 – Flood prevention measures and
land drainage and DM910 – Contaminated
and Unstable Land do not have direct links
to water quality but are assessed to have
indirect positive effects and therefore
these policies have been assessed as
having a positive impact on the objective.
Policies DM2A3, DM34, DM67, DM78,
DM89, DM11, DM142, DM15A4, DM15
and DM176 have no direct correlation with
water quality and have been assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
10. Protect
and improve
air quality inc.
Newtown
bypass

Policies

Cumulative
Effect

DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

DM176

0

P

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

PP

PP

0

0

PP

Comments

Likely significant effects
Policy DM153 – Design and Resources
includes criteria relating to the protection
of amenity and is assessed as having a
significant positive impact on this
objective.
Policy DM15A4 – Air Quality Management
states that development proposals will only
be permitted where any resultant air
pollution does not cause or lead to an
unacceptable risk of harm to the human
health or the natural environment and is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
Policy DM2 - The natural environment
does not have direct links to air quality but
are is assessed to have indirect positive
effects and therefore these policies have
this policy has been assessed as having a
positive impact on the objective.
Policies DM1, DM2A3, DM34, DM45,
DM56,, DM67, DM78, DM89, DM910,
DM11, DM142, DM15 and DM176 have no
direct correlation with air quality and have
been assessed as having a neutral impact
on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
11. Reduce
flood risk

Policies

Cumulative
Effect

DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

DM176

P

P

P

0

PP

PP

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

PP

Comments

Likely significant effects
Policy DM45 – Development and flood risk
requires all development proposals to be
located away from tidal or fluvial flood
plains unless it can be demonstrated that
the site is justified in line with national
guidance and an appropriate detailed
technical assessment has been
undertaken. In addition, development must
not increase flood risk elsewhere, and,
where possible, allow floodplains to
provide water storage to reduce flooding in
the catchment area. In consequence, this
policy is expected to help minimise flood
risk arising from new development and is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
Policy DM56 – Flood prevention measures
and land drainage requires that all
proposals for development must avoid
unnecessary flood risk. In addition to this,
there are a number of conditions relating
to proposals near a watercourse or within
an area of flood plain and satisfactory
provision of land drainage and Sustainable
Drainage Systems in all developments.
Again, this policy looks to protect
development proposals from unnecessary
flood risk. This policy is assessed as
having a major positive impact on this
objective.
DM1 – Planning obligations, DM2 – The
natural environment and DM2A3 – Public
Open Space do not have direct links to
flood risk but are assessed to have indirect
positive effects and therefore these
policies have been assessed as having a
positive impact on the objective.
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

Policies DM34, DM67, DM78, DM89,
DM910, DM11, DM142, DM153, DM15A4,
DM15 and DM176 have no direct
correlation with flood risk and have been
assessed as having a neutral impact on
this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
12. Reduce
greenhouse
gas
emissions

0

P

0P

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

P

0

PP

PP
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0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM153 – Design and resources
requires that the design, layout, size,
scale, mass and materials of all new
development shall, amongst other
conditions, demonstrate a sustainable and
an efficient use of resources by including
measures to achieve: energy conservation
and efficiency; the supply of electricity and
heat from renewable sources; water
conservation and efficiency; and waste
reduction. The policy also requires
development proposals where the heat
demand density exceeds 3MW/Km2 to
investigate the technical feasibility and
financial viability of community and/or
district heating networks. This policy is
therefore expected to help ensure that
greenhouse gas emissions associated with
new development are minimised and it has
therefore been assessed as having a
major positive impact upon this objective.

Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

Policy DM15A4 – Air Quality Management
states that development proposals will only
be permitted where any resultant air
pollution does not cause or lead to an
unacceptable risk of harm to the human
health or the natural environment and is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
Policies DM2, – The natural environment,
DM2A3, Public Open Space and DM11 –
Protection of existing community facilities
and services do not have direct links to
climate change but are assessed to have
indirect positive effects and therefore
these policies have been assessed as
having a positive impact on the objective.
Policies DM1, DM34, DM45, DM56, DM67,
DM78, DM89, DM910, DM142, DM15 and
DM176 have no direct correlation with
greenhouse gases and have been
assessed as having a neutral impact on
this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
13. Protect
mineral
resources

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

PP

PP

0

0

0

0

0
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0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM78 – Minerals safeguarding
requires reserves of sand and gravel,

Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

limestone, sandstone, igneous rocks and
coal to be safeguarded. The policy notes
that the sterilisation of minerals in a
safeguarded area by other forms of
development will not be permitted unless
subject to a number of conditions. This
policy looks to protect mineral resources
from development that would preclude
extraction within the context that Powys
has significant mineral resources that
require safeguarding. This policy is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on the objective.
Policy DM89 – Existing mineral workings
requires that any development within
mineral working sites buffer zones will only
be permitted where it can be demonstrated
that the development does not: sterilise
safeguarded mineral resources; constrain
the operations of the mineral site;
unacceptably affect mineral extraction
operations on site; and demonstrate
appropriate mitigation measures. Again,
this policy looks to protect minerals from
development that would preclude
extraction within the context that Powys
has significant mineral resources that
require safeguarding. This policy is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on the objective.
Policies DM1, DM2, DM2A3 DM34, DM45,
DM56, DM67, DM910, DM11, DM142,
DM153, DM15A4, DM15 and DM176 have
no direct correlation with mineral
resources and have been assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective.
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
14. Protect
important
material
assets

0

0

P

0

0

0

0

P

P

0

0

0

P

0

0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM2A3 – Public Open Spaces is
assessed as having a positive impact on
this objective, as is Policy DM153 –
Design and Resources, as it includes
policy in relation to utility services and
local/district heating.
Policies DM78 – Minerals safeguarding
and DM89 – Existing mineral workings, do
not have direct links to material assets but
are assessed to have indirect positive
effects and therefore these policies have
been assessed as having a positive impact
on the objective.
Policies DM1, DM2, DM34, DM45, DM56,
DM67, DM910, DM11, DM142, DM15A4,
DM15 and DM176 have no direct
correlation with material assets and have
been assessed as having a neutral impact
on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
15. Protect
Powys
historic
environment

0

P

P

PP

0

0

0

0

P

P

0

0

PP

PP

0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM34 – Landscape requires that
development proposals must not
compromise or unacceptably affect the key
characteristics of the Powys landscape
including its historic qualities. This policy
has therefore been assessed as having a
major positive impact upon this objective.
Policy DM15A4 – Air Quality Management
states that development proposals will only
be permitted where any resultant air
pollution does not cause or lead to an
unacceptable risk of harm to the human
health or the natural environment.
Protecting air quality could also help avoid
pollution related damage to the historic
environment and is therefore assessed as
having a major positive impact on this
objective.
Policy DM153 – Design and Resources
includes criteria relating to the
preservation and enhancement of heritage
assets, including non-designated assets
and has therefore been assessed as
having a major positive impact on this
objective.
Policies DM2 – The natural environment,
DM2A3 Public Open Spaces, DM89 –
Existing mineral workings DM910 –
Contaminated and unstable land and but
are assessed to have indirect positive
effects and therefore these policies have
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

been assessed as having a positive impact
on the objective.
Policies DM1, DM45, DM56, DM67, DM78,
DM11, DM142, DM15 and DM176 have no
direct correlation with the historic
environment and have been assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM17 have been
assessed as having a major positive effect
on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
16. Protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture

PP

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

P

PP

P

0

0

P

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM1 – Planning Obligations states
that planning obligations will be sought by
agreement with applicants, where
necessary The supporting text to the policy
makes it clear that planning obligations
could include mitigation measures that
support the protection and enhancement
of Welsh language and culture in Welsh
speaking strongholds. This policy is
therefore assessed as having a major
positive impact on this objective.
Policy DM142 – Development in Welsh
speaking strongholds requires that
development proposals for 10 or more
dwellings in identified settlements
(considered to be Welsh speaking
strongholds) will be required to submit a
Language Action Plan setting out the
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

measures to be taken to protect, promote
and enhance Welsh language and culture.
This policy aims to increase the number of
Welsh speakers in the County, which is
currently stable, whilst also developing
Welsh language and culture so to increase
the quantum of Welsh speaking people,
specifically retaining the quantum of
speakers within the identified settlements.
Welsh speaking strongholds, (classified as
+25% Welsh speaking) are concentrated
in the north-west and south-west of the
county. Overall, this policy is assessed as
having a major positive impact on the
objective.
DM11 – Protection of existing community
facilities and services, DM153 – Design
and Resources and DM176 – Protection
and enhancement of employment sites do
not have direct links to the Welsh
language and culture but are assessed to
have indirect positive effects and therefore
these policies have been assessed as
having a positive impact on the objective.
Policies DM2, DM2A3, DM34, DM45,
DM56, DM67, DM78, DM89, DM910, and
DM15A4 and DM15 have no direct
correlation with Welsh language and
culture and have been assessed as having
a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
Policy DM15 could include specific
reference to the enhancement of assets
and/or their settings.
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Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
17. Protect
and enhance
rich natural
landscape

0

P

0

PP

0

0

P

0

0

P

0

0

PP

P
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0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM34 – Landscape requires that
new development proposals outside the
Towns, Large Villages, Small villages and
Rural Settlements defined in the
Settlement Hierarchy must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely
affect have an unacceptable adverse
effect, either on their own or in
combination with proposed, approved or
existing development, individually or
cumulatively on the key valued
characteristics and qualities of the Powys
landscape. Proposals should also have
regard to adjacent protected landscapes
and the visual amenity enjoyed by users of
both Powys landscapes and adjoining
areas. Proposals must also have regard to
LANDMAP, Registered Historic
Landscapes, adjacent protected
landscapes and the visual amenity
enjoyed by users of both Powys
landscapes and adjoining areas.
Proposals which are likely to have a
significant impact on the landscape and /or
visual amenity will require a Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment to be
undertaken. This policy is expected to help
ensure that new development both
conserves and enhances landscape
character including designated sites and
has therefore been assessed as having a
major positive impact on this objective.

Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

DM153 – Design and resources includes a
range of criteria to ensure that
development complements/enhances the
character of the surrounding area.
Therefore this policy has been assessed
as having a major positive impact on this
objective.
Policies DM2 – The natural environment,
DM2A3 – Public Open Spaces, DM67 –
Dark skies and external lighting and
DM910 – Contaminated and unstable land
and DM15A4 – Air Quality Management
do not have direct links to natural
landscapes but are assessed to have
indirect positive effects and therefore
these policies have been assessed as
having a positive impact on the objective.
Policies DM1, DM3, DM45, DM56, DM78,
DM89, DM11, DM142, DM15 and DM176
have no direct correlation with the natural
landscape and have been assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
18. Protect
RIGS sites.

0

PP

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
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0

0

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy DM2 – The natural environment
requires that development proposals will
only be permitted where, with regards to

Development Management Policies (Policies DM1 – DM176)
SEA
Objective
DM1

DM2

DM2
A3

DM3
4

DM4
5

DM5
6

DM6
7

Policies
DM7
8

DM8
9

DM9
10

Cumulative
Effect
DM11

DM142

DM153

DM15A
4

DM15

Comments

DM176

Regionally Important Geological Sites and
Geological Conservation Review Sites, it:
conserves and where possible enhances
the natural historic importance of the site;
the development could not reasonably be
located elsewhere and the benefits of the
development outweigh the natural heritage
importance of the site; and mitigation
and/or compensation measures will need
to be agreed where adverse effects are
unavoidable. This policy is expected to
support the protection of Regionally
Important Geological Sites in the County
and has therefore been assessed as
having a major positive impact on this
objective.
Policies DM1, DM2A3, DM34, DM45,
DM56, DM67, DM78, DM89, DM910,
DM11, DM142, DM153, DM15A4, DM15
and DM176 have no direct correlation with
RIGS sites and have been assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, Policies DM1 to DM176 have
been assessed as having a major positive
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7
1. To protect
0
?
0
0
0
?
0
0
and enhance
all designated
sites of
Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policies E1 and E3 support appropriate development of sites allocated for employment which
have been assessed (at site level) to ensure that they are not within, or would have adverse
effects on, designated sites of nature conservation. Policy E4 safeguards existing employment
sites and has therefore been assessed as neutral. Policy E45 has been assessed as neutral
because the site is within the HRA buffer zone. Policy E6 permits home working where
compatible with adjacent land uses and as such is not considered to have a significant effect
on the designated sites of nature conservation. Policy E7 allows for farm diversification where
there will be no significant adverse effect on adjacent land uses. In consequence, Policies E1,
E3 and, E45, E6 and E7 have been assessed as having a neutral effect on this objective in the
short, medium and long term.
Policy E2 concerns employment proposals on non-allocated sites. As the location of sites that
may come forward under this policy are not known, it is not possible to determine whether
there would be the potential for adverse effects on designated sites for nature conservation at
this stage. Notwithstanding, Policy E2 only permits employment development of a limited scale
and appropriate to its location.
Further, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with
existing or approved development the natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives
of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites). As a result the potential for adverse
effects would be limited.
Overall, Policies E1 to E47 have been assessed as having a neutral effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

The exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 is unknown/unspecified at
this stage.
2. To protect
and enhance
all species
and habitats
identified in
the Powys
Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan
or Section 42
List.

N

?

N

0

N

?

0

N

Likely significant effects
Policies E1 and E3 have been assessed as having a negative effect on this objective. Any new
employment development has the potential to result in habitat loss and disturbance of species.
Adverse effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during construction and in the
longer term once development is complete. Effects may be direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due
to land take) or indirect (for example, adverse effects on species due to emissions to air).
However, there may be opportunities through the development of sites to minimise adverse
effects and generate benefits through, for example, biodiversity enhancements. Further, site
allocations are located within and adjoining towns and large villages only and therefore their
likely impact on species and habitats is considered to be less severe than if new development
was located in the open countryside. Policy E45 has also been assessed as having a minor
negative effect on this objective because the assessment of the Bronllys hospital site identified
some ecological value on site.
Policies E4 and E7, which safeguard existing employment sites and allow for home working
respectively, would be expected to have a negligible effect compared to the existing baseline.
An uncertain effect is identified for Policy E2 as the exact location of development which may
occur under this policy is unknown/unspecified at this stage. An uncertain effect is also
identified for Policy E6 as the conversion of building and other diversification measures have
the potential to both adversely and positively affect biodiversity dependent in part on
implementation. However, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new
development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in
combination with existing or approved development European Protected Sites and Habitats the
natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives of European protected sites/Habitats
(Natura 2000 sites), and a range of other reserves and sites important to biodiversity. Policy
DM2 – The Natural Environment, also, requires that in addition to the requirements set out in
National Guidance, all proposals for development will be permitted where they (inter alia)
conserve and where possible enhance the nature heritage of sites. ‘protect, positively manage
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

and wherever possible enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests and produce a net gain
for the county including the enhanced connectivity of habitats.
Overall, Policies E1 to E47 have been assessed as having a minor negative effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 and types of farm
diversification that may take place under Policy E6 is are unknown/unspecified.
3. Enhance
the provision
of housing,
employment
and
community
services to
meet the
needs of the
population
and in
response to
demographic
changes.

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
A major positive effect is identified because new employment development (on both allocated
and non-allocated sites) and ensuring the retention of existing employment sites will enhance
the provision of employment land to meet future needs.
Overall there is a major positive effect on this objective.
Mitigation
Not required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The extent to which local employment opportunities are generated as a result of the provision
of employment land is uncertain at this stage and will depend on the nature of the jobs created
and the capacity of the local labour market to meet employers’ requirements.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7
4. Promote
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
improvement
in community
safety.

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Employment policies are likely to have a neutral effect on the promotion of community safety as
there is no known direct correlation between employment development and community safety.
There may be the potential that any increase in jobs provision associated with new
employment development could help to reduce crime although this is uncertain.
Overall, Policies E1 to E4 have been assessed as having a neutral effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The potential for the creation of jobs associated with employment land delivery to reduce crime
is uncertain.

5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

Likely significant effects
The suite of employment policies have been assessed as having a positive effect on promoting
improvement in human health and opportunities for healthy living given the potential for
delivery of modern employment floorspace which affords the opportunities for healthy working
environments. Policy E4 has also been assessed as having a positive impact on this objective
because the policy enables development for the purpose of a health and wellbeing park.
Overall there is a minor positive effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

Uncertainties
None.
6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health.

0

?

0

0

?

0

0

0/?

Likely significant effects
Employment development under Policies E1 and E3 may have short term, temporary adverse
effects on human health during construction due to, for example, noise and emissions to air
associated with construction activities and HGV movements. This is particularly pertinent given
the location of allocated sites within and adjoining existing settlements and in close proximity to
residential receptors. However, it would be expected that any adverse effects would be
minimised through appropriate construction management. There is also the potential for
adverse effects associated with the operation of new employment development, depending on
the nature of the employment use and the proximity of sensitive receptors although again it is
anticipated that effects would be mitigated.
Policy E4 would maintain existing employment uses and therefore any change would be
expected to be negligible. Policies E6 and E7 both state that development must be compatible
with adjacent land uses and as such the potential for increased nuisance or risk to human
health is considered to be negligible.
Policies E2 and E45 are considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective.
Policy DM153 – Design and Resources includes criteria relating to the protection of amenity.
This will further mitigate against potential sources of nuisance and risk to human health.
Overall there is a neutral/uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

None.
7. To protect
soils that are
classified as
being
important for
carbon
storage and
agriculture.

P/N

?

N

0

0

0

0

P/N

Likely significant effects
Policies E1 and E3 have been assessed as having a minor negative effect on this objective. It
is likely that some new employment development on allocated sites will be located on
greenfield land that is currently in agricultural use. However, it is also noted that some of the
proposed employment allocations (under Policy E1) are located on previously developed/nonagricultural land and therefore this is also the potential for positive effects.
Policy E2 concerns employment proposals on non-allocated sites. As the location of sites that
may come forward under this policy are not known, it is not possible to determine whether
there would be the potential for adverse effects on soils at this stage. Notwithstanding, Policy
E2 only permits employment development of a limited scale and appropriate to its location.
Further, Policy SP2 – Safeguarding of Material Assets requires the efficient use of land and
seek to avoid the loss of Best and Most Versatile agricultural land.
Policy Policies E4 to E7 is are considered to have a neutral effect on this objective. The policy
Policy E5 enables development of the Bronllys Hospital site as a health park and given the
existing facilities/buildings already on site it is considered that there will be a neutral impact on
this already developed/brownfield site.
Overall there is a mixed effect against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 is unknown/unspecified.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7
8. To prevent
?
?
?
0
?
?
0
?
contaminatio
n of land and
support
remediation
as part of
new
development.

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policies E1, E2, E3, to E45 and E6 will enable development of both allocated and nonallocated sites which will include both brownfield and greenfield sites.
Policy E4 safeguards existing employment land and Policy E7 relates to planning permission
for home working and both would therefore be expected to have a negligible effect.
Contamination of land and support for remediation as part of new development is uncertain
because contamination issues and their extent are largely unknown prior to site development.
The location of sites supported by Policy E2 is unknown and therefore an uncertain effect is
further justified.
Policy DM910 – Contaminated and Unstable Land requires that proposals on contaminated
land shall not result in any additional contamination problems and that any new development is
assessed to ensure contamination risks are acceptable and addressed.
Overall there is an uncertain effect against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 is unknown/unspecified.

9. To
maintain and
improve
water quality
and quantity.

N

?

N

0

?

?

0

N

Likely significant effects
Policies E1 and E3 make provision for employment land. The development of land would
result in increased water use in both the short term during construction and in the longer term
once development is complete (although the total volume of water used during operation may
be offset by the relocation of any existing businesses). New employment development may
also result in increased surface water run-off (particularly where development results in the loss
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

of greenfield land) and contamination of water sources (depending on the use, proximity to
watercourses and any discharges). The magnitude of effects in this regard will depend on the
nature, location and scale of development although the quantum of employment land to be
delivered is not considered to be of a scale that would result in significant adverse effects on
water quality.
Policy Policies E2, and Policy E45 and E6 has have been assessed as having an uncertain
effect on this objective as both the scale (and, therefore, demand for water resources) and/or
location of growth is uncertain at this stage.
Policies E4 and E7 would not be expected to have a significant effect on water demand.
Overall, the employment policies have been assessed as having a negative effect on this
objective. However, it should be noted that other policies contained in the LDP will help to
offset adverse effects in this regard. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, in particular
requires that all new development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect
either on their own or in combination with existing or approved development the achievement
of the Water Framework Directives overarching objectives. Further Policy DM5 – Flood
prevention measures and land drainage requires proposals near a watercourse to be
acceptably managed to protect water quality and to ensure satisfactory provision for land
drainage and SuDS is provided. Finally, DM15 – Design and Resources requires all
development to demonstrate sustainable and an efficient use of resources by including
measures to achieve water conservation and efficiency which addresses quantity.
Overall a minor negative impact is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

The exact location and/or scale of development which may occur under Policy Policies E2, E5
and E6 is unknown/unspecified.
10. To protect
and improve
air quality in
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

N

?

P

0

0

N

P

P/N

Likely significant effects
Policy E1 has been assessed as having a negative effect on air quality because any new
development would be likely to have a negative impact on air quality. Adverse impacts on air
quality could occur in the short term during construction or once development is complete and
be either direct from the new development or from the increase in transport anticipated to occur
as a result of the new development. However, the magnitude of effect will depend on the
nature of development, its location, proximity of sensitive receptors and existing air quality.
In regard to air quality in the Newtown Air Quality Management Area it is noted that some
allocated employment sites which could be developed in accordance with Policy E1 and E3 are
located in Newtown and therefore this could result in a minor negative impact on air quality
within this area.
The impact of Policy E2 is uncertain because the exact location and nature of development
proposed is unknown.
Policy E3 enables development of mixed use development on both allocated and non-allocated
sites. This includes proposals for live-work and home working proposals where the proposal
accords with the relevant policies of the Plan. Whilst new development may have adverse
effects on air quality for the reasons set out above in respect of Policy E3, overall it is
considered that this policy would have a positive effect on this objective because mixed use
proposals would reduce the demand for travel and hence impact positively on air quality.
Policy E4 safeguards existing employment sits and therefore would be expected to have a
negligible effect.
Policy E45 has been assessed as having neutral impact on this objective. This is because the
location of development is known and that development of the site include the use existing
buildings/facilities.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

Policy E6 has the potential to adversely affect air quality by citing development in locations
distant from public transport and only accessible by private car.
Policy E7 may benefit air quality as home working reduces the need for commuting and in turn
the number of trips that may be expected to be made by car.
It should be noted that Policy DM153 – Design and Resources and DM15A4 – Air Quality
Management include criteria relating to the protection of amenity and air quality and therefore
any negative impacts will be further reduced.
Overall, the employment policies have been assessed as having a minor positive effect on this
objective, although some uncertainty remains. This is a reflection of the suite of policies having
a combination of minor negative, uncertain, neutral and minor positive effects.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 is unknown/unspecified.
The exact type of development that may come forward and associated transport movements
are uncertain at this stage.
11. To reduce
flood risk.

?

?

?

0

0

?

0

?

Likely significant effects
Policies E1 and E3 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on flood risk. Whilst
allocated sites are not located in flood zones, cumulatively development may increase surface
water run-off and increase the risk of flooding elsewhere. Policy Policies E2 and E6,
meanwhile, has also been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective as the
location of future proposals are unknown at this stage.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM56 – Flood prevention measures and land drainage
seeks to implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River Basin Management
Plans and Catchment Flood Management Plans together with the recommendations of the
LDP’s Strategic Flood Consequences Assessment (Stages 1 and 2). This will help to ensure
that any new development does not increase flood risk.
Policy E45 has been assessed as having a neutral impact on flood risk. This is because the
site is located wholly outside the flood zone.
Policies E4 and E7 would not be expected to have a significant effect on flood risk.
Overall, Policies E1 to E47 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type of development which may occur under Policies E1, E2 and, E3 and E6 is
unknown/unspecified.

12. To reduce
greenhouse
gas
emissions.

N

?

P?

0

?

N

P

P/N

Likely significant effects
Any new development (however minor) will increase greenhouse gas emissions during both
construction and operation. In this regard, Policy E1 has been assessed as having a negative
effect on this objective. The quantum of employment land to be delivered (45ha) is considered
unlikely to result in significant increases in emissions although this will be ultimately dependent
on the exact use, design and location of development. Notwithstanding, Policy DM153 –
Design and Resources requires detailed and site specific planning matters to be addressed at
application stage which will provide some mitigation against an increase in greenhouse gas
emissions. The policy also requires new development to demonstrate sustainable and efficient
use of resources by including measures to achieve energy conservation, the supply of
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

electricity and heat from renewable resources, water conservation and efficiency and waste
reduction which all support a general reduction in greenhouse gas emissions associated with
new development. Policy DM153 also requires that proposals that would generate significant
amounts of travel or traffic will only be considered where they include a satisfactory Transport
Assessment and/or a Travel Plan. This will seek to reduce some greenhouse gas emissions by
reducing the demand for travel and associated greenhouse gas emissions.
Policy E3 enables development of mixed use development on both allocated and non-allocated
sites. This includes proposals for live-work and home working proposals where the proposal
accords with the relevant policies of the Plan. New development enabled by this policy may
have both positive and negative effects on greenhouse gas emissions. It is acknowledged that
any new development has the potential to have negative impacts on greenhouse gas
emissions, but it is also acknowledged that mixed use proposals enabled by this policy would
reduce the demand for travel and hence impact positively on greenhouse gas emissions.
Therefore, this policy has been assessed as having a combination of minor positive and minor
negative impacts on this objective.
Policy E4 would not be expected to have a significant effect on flood risk.
The effects of Policies E2 and E45 on this objective is uncertain because the exact quantum,
location and nature of development is unknown. Policy E6 is expected to have a negative effect
on greenhouse gas emissions due to the often remote locations of farms.
Policy E7 would be expected to have a positive effect on greenhouse gas emissions by
reducing the need to travel as a result of promoting home working.
Overall, the employment policies have been assessed as having a minor positive effect on this
objective, although some uncertainty remains.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale, design and location of development which may occur under Policy E2 is
unknown/unspecified. The exact type, scale and design of development which may occur
under Policies E1 and E3 is unknown at this stage.
13. To protect
Mineral
Resources
from
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

NN

?

NN

0

0

0

0

NN

Likely significant effect
The potential for major negative impacts has been identified in respect of this objective as the
development of a total of 8 employment allocations and one mixed use site potentially
precludes the extraction of category 1 minerals.
Policy E2 which enables employment development on non-allocated sites is considered to
have an uncertain impact on this objective because the location and scale of this type of
development is unknown.
Should development be considered in accordance with Policy E2, the development would be
required to adhere to the proposed mineral policies of the Plan. Policy M1 – Existing Minerals
Sites enables appropriate extensions to existing operations, Policy M2 – New Mineral Sites
restricts new permanent extraction sites and Policy M3 enables temporary mineral workings in
accordance with National Policy/Guidance.
Policies E4-E7 would be expected to have a negligible effect on this objective as development
would be expected to be either on or adjacent to previously developed land.
Overall a major negative effect is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 is unknown/unspecified.
14. To protect
important
material
assets
including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure
from
incompatible
development.

0

?

0

0

0

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
Policies E1, E3 and E45 which enable development of allocated sites are considered to have a
neutral effect on this objective because the allocation of sites for employment and the
development of the Bronllys hospital site have included consideration of important material
assets where there have been identified. For example, sites in Newtown have been allocated
outside the proposed Newtown bypass route. Policy E2 which enables employment
development on non-allocated sites is considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective
because the location and scale of this type of development is unknown.
Should development be considered in accordance with Policy E2, the development would be
required to adhere to with Policy SP7 – Safeguarding of Strategic Resources and Assets which
protects important material assets and their operations from incompatible development which
would provide further mitigation against negative effects.
Policy E4 safeguards existing employment land so would not be expected to have an adverse
effect against this objective.
Policies E6 and E7 both require development to be compatible with adjacent land uses, which
it is assumed would pre-empt any development affecting strategic assets.
Overall a neutral effect is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 is unknown/unspecified.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7
15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys
historic
environment
including its
diversity,
local
distinctivenes
s and
heritage.

?

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

Commentary

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for employment related development to adversely affect cultural heritage
assets. Adverse effects may be direct (for example, the loss of or damage to an asset) or
indirect (for example, effects on the settings of assets) and may occur in both the short term
during construction and in the longer term once development is complete.
Whilst it is recognised that site allocations (including employment allocations) were assessed at
site level to ensure that the development of these sites would not result in detrimental impacts
on Powys’s historic environment, it is not possible to ascertain if Policies E1, E2 or, E3, or E6
would definitely have effects on Powys’ historic environment. This is because the type and
scale of development proposed on allocated sites and the type and scale and location of nonallocated employment sites is also unknown. Further,
Policy E45 enables development on the Bronllys Hospital site. This site contains important built
heritage which should be protected in accordance with national policy and DM153 – Design
and Resources. The heritage features on site include two listed buildings and a registered
historic park and garden.
In this regard, any Any development proposed under Policies E1 to E4, E2, E3, E5 or E6 will
be considered in accordance with Policy DM153 –Further, Policy DM15 – Design and
Resources, which requires the design, layout, size, scale, mass and materials of any new
development to t complement and wherever possible enhance the character of the
surrounding area. This will address identified diversity, local distinctiveness and heritage. This
provides further mitigation against any impacts on the historic environment.
Policies E4 and E7 would not be expected to enable development that would have an adverse
effect on the historic environment.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The type and scale of development proposed under Policies E1 and, E3 and E6 is unknown
and the exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 is
unknown/unspecified.
16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture.

P

P

P

P

0

P

P

P

Likely significant effects
The distribution of economic growth can also impact on the social character and sustainability
of communities. Policies to ensure that there is a sufficient level and range of economic
opportunities, including sites and premises to support and develop local communities can also
benefit the Welsh language.
These include policies that address appropriate allocation of employment and mixed use sites
and exceptions, and Policies that support the provision of local economic opportunities and
meet local needs which can also benefit the Welsh language.
Policies E1, E2 and E3, E4, E6 and E7 have been assessed as having a positive effect on this
objective because they ensure that there is a sufficient level of economic opportunities,
including sites to support and develop local communities which can also protect and enhance
Welsh language and culture. It could also prevent the out migration of young Welsh speakers.
Policy E45 has been assessed as having a neutral impact on this objective because the
Bronllys hospital site is not located in a Welsh Speaking Stronghold and site level development
is considered to have no impact on Welsh language and culture.
Overall, Policies E1 to E47 have been assessed as having a minor positive effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
None.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.
17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich
natural
landscape.

N

?

N

0

0

?

0

N

Likely significant effects
Policies E1 and E3 support appropriate development of sites allocated for employment which
are located within existing towns and large villages. The proposed allocations are not affected
by any national or local landscape designations and are not situated in the open countryside.
In consequence, no significant adverse landscape effects are expected to occur.
It is recognised that some employment allocations will be located on greenfield sites on the
periphery of settlements and as a result, there is the potential for localised adverse effects on
landscape and visual amenity. Negative effects on landscape and visual amenity may occur in
the short term during construction (for example, due to the presence of machinery and HGV
movements) and in the longer term once development is complete (for example, due to the
presence of new buildings and associated infrastructure). However, it is expected that
measures will be implemented to reduce as far as possible adverse landscape effects. In this
regard, Policy DM34 – Landscape requires that all new development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved
development the characteristics and special qualities of Powys landscape and adjacent
protected landscapes (National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and the visual
amenity of those areas. There is also the potential for development to contribute to and
enhance local landscape character, particularly where proposals involve the reuse or derelict
buildings or land.
It is not possible to ascertain if Policy E2 or Policy E6 would have effects on Powys rich natural
landscape because these are not allocated sites and therefore their location is unknown.
Policy E4 safeguards existing employment land so would not be expected to have an adverse
effect against this objective.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

Policy E45 which enables development of the Bronllys hospital site is assessed as having a
neutral impact on this objective because development is limited to an existing brownfield site
only and development on site would be incidental to existing buildings etc.
Policy E7 promotes home working and would not be expected to have a significant effect
against this objective.
Overall, the employment policies have been assessed as having a minor negative effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 and E6 is
unknown/unspecified.
18. To protect
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

0

?

0

0

0

?

0

0

Likely significant effects
Policies E1 and E3 support appropriate development of sites allocated for employment which
are located within existing towns and large villages and not in the open countryside. Whilst it is
recognised that some employment allocations will be located on greenfield sites on the
periphery of settlements the impact of new development is considered neutral on important
Geodiversity Sites (RIGS) because site allocations relate to land in towns and large villages
only. Further, Policy E4 has been assessed as having a neutral effect on this objective also
because there are no known RIGS at/in proximity to the Bronllys hospital site.
It is not possible to ascertain if Policy E2 and Policy E6 would have effects on RIGS because
these are not allocated sites and therefore their location is unknown.
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Employment Policies (E1, E2, E3 and E4, E4, E5, E6 and to E7)
SEA
Policies
Cumulative
Objective
effect
E1
E2
E3
E4
E45
E6
E7

Commentary

Policy E4 safeguards existing employment land so would not be expected to have an adverse
effect against this objective.
Policy E7 promotes home working and would not be expected to have a significant effect
against this objective.
Any negative impacts identified in relation to new development will be somewhat mitigated by
Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment which requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with
existing or approved development RIGS and Geological Conservation Review Sites.
Overall a neutral impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy E2 and Policy E6 is
unknown/unspecified.
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2
1. To protect
?
?
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

Cumulative effect
T23
0

?

Commentary
Likely significant effects
Policy T1 relates to proposals to undertake transport infrastructure and traffic
management improvements. Given the unknown nature of where development may
be proposed an uncertain impact is identified. Policy DM2 – The Natural
Environment which requires that all new development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development the natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives
of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites). As a result the potential
for adverse effects would be limited.
Policy T1A2 safeguards disused transport infrastructure. If these include designated
sites that are brought back into use there could be a negative impact on this
objective but this is uncertain.
Policy T23 safeguards Newtown By-pass. Construction commenced in 2016 and is
due for completion in 2018. The policy is not anticipated to give rise to significant
environmental effects.
Overall there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location and type of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.

2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats

?

?

0

?

Likely significant effects
Any new development has the potential to result in habitat loss and disturbance of
species. Adverse effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during
construction and in the longer term once development is complete. Effects may be
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2
identified in
the Powys
Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42 List.

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due to land take) or indirect (for example, adverse
effects on species due to emissions to air). However, there may be opportunities
through the development of sites to minimise adverse effects and generate benefits
through, for example, biodiversity enhancements.
Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination
with existing or approved development European Protected Sites and Habitats the
natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives of European protected
sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites), and a range of other reserves and sites important
to biodiversity. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, also, requires that in
addition to the requirements set out in National Guidance, all proposals for
development will be permitted where they (inter alia) conserve and where possible
enhance the nature heritage of sites. ‘protect, positively manage and wherever
possible enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests and produce a net gain for
the county including the enhanced connectivity of habitats.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy T1 has been assessed as having an uncertain
effect on this objective because the exact location of new development is unknown.
Policy T1A2 safeguards disused transport infrastructure. Disused transport
infrastructure can be of value for biodiversity and if infrastructure were to be brought
back into use there could be a negative impact on this objective but this is uncertain.
Policy T23 safeguards Newtown By-pass. Construction commenced in 2016 and is
due for completion in 2018. The policy is not anticipated to give rise to significant
environmental effects.
Overall an uncertain impact is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location and type of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.

3. Enhance the
provision of
housing,
employment
and
community
services to
meet the needs
of the
population and
in response to
demographic
changes.

P

P

0

P

Likely significant effects
A positive impact is identified for this objective. Policy T1 relates to proposals for
transport infrastructure and traffic management improvements where they support
Welsh Government priorities for promoting growth and sustainable jobs which
should have a positive effect upon the enhancement of provision of housing,
employment and community services to meet future need. Policy T1A2 safeguards
disused transport infrastructure which could have a positive impact on this objective.
Policy T23 safeguards Newtown By-pass. Construction commenced in 2016 and is
due for completion in 2018. The policy is not anticipated to give rise to significant
environmental effects.
Overall there is a minor positive impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

4. Promote
improvement
in community
safety.

P

P

0

P

Likely significant effects
A minor positive impact is identified for this objective. Policy T1 supports transport
infrastructure and traffic management improvements that improve safety of transport
users hence promoting improvement in community safety (and specifically road
safety). Short and medium term impacts of traffic/transport improvements will aid in
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
the long term safety of all transport users by reducing the demand for travel by
private transport. Policy T1A2 supports this objective because disused infrastructure
can often be used for walking and cycling.
Policy T23 safeguards Newtown By-pass. Construction commenced in 2016 and is
due for completion in 2018. The policy is not anticipated to give rise to significant
environmental effects.
Overall there is a minor positive impact identified against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

P

P

0

P

Likely significant effects
A minor positive impact is identified for promoting improvement in human health and
opportunities for healthy living. Policy T1 which enables appropriate transport
infrastructure and traffic management improvements will reduce traffic congestion,
improve the local environment, improve the safety of transport users, especially
those making ‘active travel’ journeys by walking or cycling and provide, promote and
improve sustainable forms of travel. All these elements are identified as having a
minor positive impact on human health and healthy living. Policy T1A2 also
encourages active travel and will also have a minor positive impact on this objective.
Policy T23 safeguards Newtown By-pass. Construction commenced in 2016 and is
due for completion in 2018. The policy is not anticipated to give rise to significant
environmental effects.
Overall there is a minor positive impact identified for this objective.
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health.

P

P

0

P

Likely significant effects
A minor positive impact is identified for this objective. Policies T1 and T1A2 enable
transport improvements that reduce traffic congestion and/or improve the local
environment. Supporting sustainable forms of travel such as walking and cycling
(healthy options) has a direct impact on human health and wellbeing.
Policy T23 safeguards Newtown By-pass. Construction commenced in 2016 and is
due for completion in 2018. The policy is not anticipated to give rise to significant
environmental effects.
Overall there is a minor positive impact identified for this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified

7. To protect
soils that are
classified as

?

0

0

?

Likely significant effects
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2
being
important for
carbon storage
and
agriculture.

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
Policy T1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective. It is
likely that some new development could be located on greenfield land that is
currently in agricultural use.
Policies T1A2 and T23 have a neutral impact on this objective.
Notwithstanding the above, as the exact location of development enabled through
Policy T1 is not known, it is not possible to determine whether there would be the
potential for adverse effects on soils at this stage.
Overall there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified.

8. To prevent
contamination
of land and
support
remediation as
part of new
development.

?

0

0

?

Likely significant effects
Policy T1 relates to proposals to undertake transport infrastructure and traffic
management improvements. Given the unknown nature of where development may
be proposed an uncertain impact is identified.
Contamination of land and support for remediation as part of new development is
uncertain because contamination issues and their extent are largely unknown prior
to site development. The location of sites supported by Policy T1 is also unknown
and therefore an uncertain effect is further justified.
Contamination issues identified are mitigated by Policy DM9 – Contaminated Land
which requires that proposals on contaminated land shall not result in any additional
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
contamination problems and that any new development is assessed to ensure
contamination risks are acceptable and addressed.
Policies T1A2 and T23 have a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall there is an uncertain effect against this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified.

9. To maintain
and improve
water quality
and quantity.

?

0

0

?

Likely significant effects
Any new development may result in increased surface water run-off (particularly
where development results in the loss of greenfield land) and contamination of
water sources (depending on the use, proximity to watercourses and any
discharges). The magnitude of effects in this regard will depend on the nature,
location and scale of development proposed. It is considered unlikely that the
quantum of development likely under Policy T1 would to be of a scale that would
result in significant adverse effects on water quality.
Policy T1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective as both
the scale (and, therefore, demand for water resources) and location of growth is
uncertain at this stage.
However, it should be noted that other policies contained in the LDP will help to
offset adverse effects in this regard. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, in
particular, requires that all new development must not compromise, or unacceptably
adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
development the achievement of the Water Framework Directives overarching
objectives. Further Policy DM5 – Flood prevention Measures and Land Drainage
requires proposals near a watercourse to be acceptably managed to protect water
quality and provision to be made for land drainage and SuDS. Finally, DM15 –
Design and Resources requires all development to demonstrate sustainable and an
efficient use of resources by including measures to achieve water conservation and
efficiency which addresses quantity.
Policies T1A2 and T23 have a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified.

10. To protect
and improve
air quality in
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

P

P

0

P

Likely significant effects
A minor positive impact is identified for this objective. Policy T1 supports transport
development that will reduce traffic congestion and/or improve the local
environment, reduce the demand for travel by private transport and provide,
promote and improve sustainable forms of travel which directly support
improvements in air quality in general. Policy T1A2 also encourages active travel.
Whilst it is recognised that any new development proposed under Policy T1 would
be likely to have a negative impact on air quality in the short term (i.e. during
construction), the medium and long term impacts (i.e. reduction in traffic
congestions, environmental improvement and reducing the demand to travel by
private transport) are all positive. Further it is anticipated that any negative impacts
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
will be mitigated by Policy DM153 – Design and Resources and DM15A4 – Air
Quality Management which requires that new development should not have a
negative impact on amenities including air pollution.
Overall, there is a minor positive effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

11. To reduce
flood risk.

?

0

0

?

Likely significant effects
Policy T1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on flood risk. Whilst it is
recognised that any new development may increase surface water run-off and
increase the risk of flooding elsewhere, the location of future proposals is unknown
at this stage.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM5 – Flood Prevention Measures and Land
Drainage seeks to implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River
Basin Management Plans and Catchment Flood Management Plans together with
the recommendations of the LDP’s Strategic Flood Consequences Assessment
(Stages 1 and 2). This will help to ensure that any new development does not
increase flood risk.
Policies T1A2 and T23 have a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, there is an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified.

12. To reduce
greenhouse
gas emissions.

?

P

0

?

Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that any new development (however minor) will increase
greenhouse gas emissions during both construction and operation, the effects of
Policy T1 on this objective is uncertain because the exact quantum, location and
nature of development is unknown.
Notwithstanding, Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires detailed and site
specific planning matters to be addressed at application stage which will provide
some mitigation against an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. The policy
requires new development to demonstrate sustainable and efficient use of
resources by including measures to achieve energy conservation, the supply of
electricity and heat from renewable resources, water conservation and efficiency
and waste reduction which all support a general reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions associated with new development.
Policy T1A2 could encourage active travel and will have a minor positive impact on
this objective.
Policy T23 has a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall, there is an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale, design and location of development which may occur under
Policy T1 is unknown/unspecified.

13. To protect
Mineral
Resources
from
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

?

0

0

?

Likely significant effects
Policy T1 which enables transport infrastructure and traffic management
improvements is considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective because
the location and scale of this type of development is unknown.
Notwithstanding, should development be considered in accordance with Policy T1,
the development would be required to adhere to Policy M1 – Existing Minerals Sites
which enables appropriate extensions to existing operations, Policy M2 which
restricts new permanent extraction sites and Policy M3 which enables temporary
mineral workings in accordance with National Policy/Guidance. This would mitigate
against any negative impacts on mineral resources and their extraction.
Policies T1A2 and T23 have a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall an uncertain effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified.

14. To protect
important

?

P

P

?

Likely significant effects
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2
material assets
including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure
from
incompatible
development.

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
Policy T1 is considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective because the
location and scale of this type of development is unknown. Notwithstanding, should
development be considered in accordance with Policy T1, the development would
be required to adhere to with Policy SP7 – Safeguarding of Strategic Resources and
Assets which protects important material assets and their operations from
incompatible development.
Policies T1A2 and T23 safeguard transport assets and have a positive impact on
this objective.
Overall an uncertain effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified.

15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys historic
environment
including its
diversity, local
distinctiveness
and heritage.

?

P

0

?

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for new development to adversely affect cultural heritage
assets. Adverse effects may be direct (for example, the loss of or damage to an
asset) or indirect (for example, effects on the settings of assets) and may occur in
both the short term during construction and in the longer term once development is
complete. However, it is not possible to ascertain if Policy would have effects on
Powys’ historic environment. The type and scale and location of development
proposed is unknown. Any development proposed under Policy T1 will be
considered in accordance with national policy and Policy DM15 – Design and
Resources.
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
Further, Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires the design, layout, size,
scale, mass and materials of any new development to complement and wherever
possible enhance the character of the surrounding area. This will address identified
diversity, local distinctiveness and heritage.
Notwithstanding the above, the exact location of development that may come
forward under this policy is unknown and therefore an uncertain impact is identified.
T1A2 safeguards disused transport infrastructure, which can also form part of local
heritage. The policy has a minor positive impact on this objective
Policy T23 has a neutral impact on this objective.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The type, scale and location of development proposed under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified.

16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture.

0

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policies relate to proposals for
transport infrastructure and traffic management improvements and has no direct
relationship with protection and enhancement of Welsh language and culture.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich
natural
landscape.

?

P

0

?

Likely significant effects
It is not possible to ascertain if Policy T1 would have effects on Powys rich natural
landscape because the location of development proposed under this policy is
unknown/unspecified.
It is noted that any new development can have negative effects on landscape and
visual amenity in the short term during construction (for example, due to the
presence of machinery and HGV movements) and in the longer term once
development is complete (for example, due to the presence of new buildings and
associated infrastructure). However, it is expected that measures will be
implemented to reduce as far as possible adverse landscape effects. In this regard,
Policy DM34 – Landscape requires that all new development must not compromise,
or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing
or approved development the characteristics and special qualities of Powys
landscape and adjacent protected landscapes (National Parks and Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty) and the visual amenity of those areas. There is also
the potential for development to contribute to and enhance local landscape
character, particularly where proposals involve the reuse of derelict land.
Notwithstanding the above, the exact location of development that may come
forward under this policy is unknown and therefore an uncertain impact is identified.
Disused transport infrastructure can form part of the landscape and Policy T1A2 is
assessed as having a minor positive impact on this objective.
Overall, policies will have an uncertain impact on this objective.
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Transport Policy (T1, T1A2 and T23)
SEA Objective
Policy
T1
T1A2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

T23
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified.

18. To protect
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

?

0

0

?

Likely significant effects
It is not possible to ascertain if Policy T1 would have effects on RIGS because the
location of development proposed is unknown.
Notwithstanding, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new
development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their
own or in combination with existing or approved development RIGS and Geological
Conservation Review Sites which would mitigate against any identified negative
impacts at planning application stage.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified against this objective.
Policies T1A2 and T23 has a neutral impact on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy T1 is
unknown/unspecified.
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
1. To protect
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

H1
0

H1A2
0

H23
0

H34
0

H45
0

H56
?

H7
?

H8
0

H97
0

H118
0

H129
?

H130
?

H11
0

0

Likely significant effects
Policies H1, H1A2, H56, H7, H129 and H130
relate broadly to housing provision and whilst
they provide some locational guidance (i.e. H1
supports allocations for housing in higher tier
settlement only which would support protection
of designated sites), the policy also enables
some housing provision in small villages, rural
settlements and the open countryside, and
therefore the exact location of this type of
development is largely unknown/unspecified.
Policies H56, H7, H129 and H131 relate to
affordable housing, rural affordable homes,
gypsy and traveller sites/caravans and open
space provision for housing development. The
impact of this suite of policies on protecting
and enhancing designated sites is assessed
as uncertain because the exact location, type
and scale of development enabled is largely
unknown/unspecified (although one two gypsy
and traveller site has sites have been allocated
as part of Policy H131 and is assessed in
Appendix 3, which identified a neutral effect).
Policies H23, H34, H45, H8, H97, and H118
relate to housing delivery, density, affordable
housing contributions and eligibility,
householder development, renovation and the
removal of conditions/planning obligations.
Some of these policies set out non spatial
guidelines/requirements and therefore have no
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
direct relationship with this objective. Other
policies that relate to householder
development and replacement dwellings are
considered to have a neutral impact on this
objective because of the minor nature of this
development (i.e. enables development of
existing footprints and annexes only).
It is noted that Policy DM2 – The Natural
Environment which applies to all new
development requires that all new
development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their
own or in combination with existing or
approved development the natural
environment, integrity or conservation
objectives of European protected
sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites). As a result
the potential for adverse effects on this
objective would be limited.
Overall, Policies H1 to H131 have been
assessed as having a neutral effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may
occur under Policies H1, H56, H7, H129 and
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
H130 is largely unknown/unspecified at this
stage.

2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats
identified in the
Powys Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42
List.

N

N

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

N

N

Likely significant effects
Policy H1 and, H1A2 and H11 have been
assessed as having a negative effect on this
objective. Any new housing development has
the potential to result in habitat loss and
disturbance of species. Adverse effects in this
regard may occur in both the short term during
construction and in the longer term once
development is complete. Effects may be
direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due to land take)
or indirect (for example, adverse effects on
species due to emissions to air). However,
there may be opportunities through the
development of sites to minimise adverse
effects and generate benefits through, for
example, biodiversity enhancements. Further,
site allocations (which account for the majority
of housing provision) are located within and
adjoining towns and large villages only and
therefore their likely impact on species and
habitats is considered to be less severe than if
new development was located in the open
countryside.
An uncertain effect is identified for Policies
H23, H34, H56, H7, H97, H118, H129 and
H130 because the exact location and scale
and type of development likely to come
forward under these policies is largely
unknown/unspecified.

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

149

Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Policies Policy H45 and H8 have has been
identified as having a neutral effect on this
objective because there is no direct
relationship between this objective and
affordable housing contributions and eligibility
and the removal of conditions/planning
obligations.
Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment
requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect
either on their own or in combination with
existing or approved development European
Protected Sites and Habitats the natural
environment, integrity or conservation
objectives of European protected
sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites), and a range
of other reserves and sites important to
biodiversity. Policy DM2 – The Natural
Environment, also, requires that in addition to
the requirements set out in National Guidance,
all proposals for development will be permitted
where they (inter alia) conserve and where
possible enhance the nature heritage of sites.
‘protect, positively manage and wherever
possible enhance biodiversity and geodiversity
interests and produce a net gain for the county
including the enhanced connectivity of
habitats. As a result the potential for adverse
effects on this objective would be limited.
Overall, Policies H1 to H131 have been
assessed as having a negative effect on this
objective.
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
None.

3. Enhance
provision of
housing,
employment
and community
services

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

Policies H1, H1A2, H23, H34, H45, H56 H7,
H8, H9, H11, H12 and H13 All policies have
been assessed as having a significant positive
impact on this objective. This suite of policies
work together to enhance the provision of
housing and community service (i.e. provision
of open space) to meet identified future need.
These policies have been informed by a clear
evidence base as to the level of housing
required being commensurate to local housing
need (i.e. 4,500/5,596 dwellings).
In this regard Policies H1, H1A2, H23, and
H34 support sustainable economic growth
including appropriate amounts of growth in
accordance with the sustainable settlement
hierarchy and appropriate housing delivery and
density which support a suitable mix of
housing to meet identified local needs and
make the most sustainable and efficient use of
land.
Policies H4 to H86 address affordable housing
to meet local needs (including those in rural

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

151

Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
areas). These policies have been informed by
the Local Housing market assessment which
supports, for example appropriate target
contributions for price areas within the county.
Policies H97, and H11 – - H131 are assessed
as having a positive impact on this objective
because they also support provision of a range
of housing options (including renovation and
replacement) to meet future needs of the
population, address proven unmet local need
for Gypsies and Travellers (including the
allocation of a site for gypsy and travellers in
Machynlleth two sites for Gypsies and
Travellers) and enhance community services
through open space provision as part of
housing development.
Overall policies H1 to H131 are assessed as
having a major positive impact on this
objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

4. Promote
improvement

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0
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0

Likely significant effects
Housing policies are likely to have a neutral
effect on the promotion of community safety as

Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11

in community
safety

there is no known direct correlation between
housing development and community safety.
Overall, Policies H1 to H131 have been
assessed as having a neutral effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

5 Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opp. For
healthy living

P

P

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

P

Likely significant effects
The suite of housing policies have been
assessed as having a largely neutral effect on
promoting improvement in human health and
opportunities for healthy living because there is
no direct correlation between health and this
objective. However, new development will be
accompanied by opportunities to design for
healthy lifestyles through the incorporation of
green infrastructure, footpaths and cycleways
both on and off-site. In consequence, Policy
H1 and Policy H1A2 have been assessed as
having a positive effect on this objective.
Overall there is a positive effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

6. Prevent or
minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health

0

0

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

0

?

Likely significant effects
Housing development that comes forward on
allocated sites under Policy H1 and, Policy
H1A2 and Policy H11 may have short term,
temporary adverse effects on human health
during construction due to, for example, noise
and emissions to air associated with
construction activities and HGV movements.
This is particularly pertinent given the location
of allocated sites within and adjoining existing
settlements and in close proximity to
residential receptors. However, it would be
expected that any adverse effects would be
minimised through appropriate construction
management. Further, Policy DM153 – Design
and Resources requires the amenities enjoyed
by occupants or users of nearby or proposed
properties shall not be unacceptably affected
by levels of noise, dust, air pollution, litter,
odour, hours of operation, overlooking or any
other planning matter. This will further mitigate
against potential sources of nuisance and risk
to human health.
Policies Policy H4 and H8 have has been
assessed as having a neutral impact on this
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
objective because there is no direct correlation
between these policies and risk to human
health.
Policies H2, H3, H5, H7, H9 and H11-H13 All
other policies are assessed as having an
uncertain impact on this objective because the
type, scale, location and quantum of
development enabled by these policies is
somewhat unknown/unspecified.
Overall there is an uncertain effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

7. To protect
soils

P/N

P/N

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

0
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P/N

Policy H1 and H1A2 have been assessed as
having a minor negative effect on this objective
as it is likely that some new housing
development on allocated sites will be located
on greenfield land that is currently in
agricultural use. However, it is also noted that
some of the proposed housing allocations are
located on previously developed/nonagricultural land and therefore this is also the
potential for positive effects.

Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Policy H11 is assessed as a negligible effect
on soils as both proposed sites are on land
classified as Grade four or lower under the
Agricultural Land Classification system.
Policies Policy H4 and H8 have has been
assessed as having a neutral effect on the
protection of soils because there is no direct
correlation between soil and these housing
policies which are non-spatial.
Policies H2, H3, H5, H7, H9 and H11-H13 All
other policies are assessed as having an
uncertain impact on this objective because the
type, scale and exact location of development
that could be enabled is unknown/unspecified
and therefore, it is not possible to determine
whether there would be the potential for
adverse effects on soils at this stage.
Notwithstanding identified uncertain and
negative impacts, Policy SP2 – Safeguarding
of Material Assets which applies to all new
development require the efficient use of land
and seek to avoid the loss of Best and Most
Versatile agricultural land. These policies
therefore would address any detrimental
impacts on soils as part of new development.
Overall there is a mixed effect against this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Assumptions
None.

8 To prevent
contamination

?

?

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

0

?

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may
occur under Policies H23, H34, H56, H7, H97
and H11-H138 is largely unknown/unspecified.
Likely significant effects
Broadly speaking, contamination of land and
support for remediation as part of new
development is uncertain because
contamination issues and their extent are
largely unknown prior to site development.
Policy H1 and Policy H1A2 have been
assessed as having an uncertain impact on
this objective because the policies will enable
development of allocated sites which will
include both brownfield and greenfield sites.
The impact on this objective of development of
non-allocated sites enabled by Policy H1 is
uncertain because the exact location of
development that may come forward is
unknown/unspecified.
The two sites allocated by Policy H11 have
been identified as having a negligible effect on
contaminated land.
Policies Policy H4 and, H8 have has been
assessed as having a neutral impact on this
objective because there is no direct correlation
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
between these policies and contamination of
land.
Policies H2, H3, H5 – H7, H9 and H11-H13 All
other policies are assessed as having an
uncertain impact on this objective because the
type, scale and exact location of development
enabled by these policies is unknown at this
stage.
Notwithstanding the identified negative and
uncertain impacts, Policy DM910 –
Contaminated and Unstable Land requires that
proposals on contaminated land shall not
result in any additional contamination problems
and that any new development is assessed to
ensure contamination risks are acceptable and
addressed. This policy mitigates against
potential negative and uncertain impacts
identified.
Overall there is an uncertain effect against this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may
occur under several of the Housing Policies is
unknown/unspecified
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
9. Maintain
and improve
water quality
and quantity

H1
N

H1A2
N

H23
?

H34
?

H45
0

H56
?

H7
?

H8
0

H97
?

H118
?

H129
?

H130
?

H11
N

N

Likely significant effects
Development of land for housing on allocated
sites enabled by Policy H1 and, Policy H1A2
and Policy H11 would result in increased water
use in both the short term during construction
and in the longer term once development is
complete (although the total volume of water
used during operation may be offset by the
relocation of any existing businesses). New
housing development may also result in
increased surface water run-off (particularly
where development results in the loss of
greenfield land) and contamination of water
sources (depending on the use, proximity to
watercourses and any discharges). The
magnitude of effects in this regard will depend
on the nature, location and scale of
development although the quantum of
employment land to be delivered is not
considered to be of a scale that would result in
significant adverse effects on water quality.
Policy H4 and, H8 have has been assessed as
having a neutral effect on this objective
because there is no direct correlation between
these policies and maintaining and improving
water quality and quantity.
The impacts of Policies H2, H3, H5 – H7, H9
and H11 – H13 all other policies and elements
of Policy H1 (i.e. development on nonallocated sites) are considered to have an
uncertain effect on this objective as both the
scale (and, therefore, demand for water
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
resources) and location of growth is uncertain
at this stage.

However, it should be noted that other policies
contained in the LDP will help to offset adverse
effects in this regard. Policy DM2 – The
Natural Environment, in particular, requires
that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect
either on their own or in combination with
existing or approved development the
achievement of the Water Framework
Directives overarching objectives. Further
Policy DM56 – Flood Prevention Measures
and Land Drainage requires proposals near a
watercourse to be acceptably managed to
protect water quality and to ensure satisfactory
provision for land drainage and SuDS is
provided. Finally, DM153 – Design and
Resources requires all development to
demonstrate sustainable and an efficient use
of resources by including measures to achieve
water conservation and efficiency which
addresses quantity.
Overall, the housing policies have been
assessed as having a minor negative effect on
this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may
occur under several housing policies is
unknown/unspecified.

10. Protect and
improve air
quality inc.
Newtown
bypass

N

N

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

0

N

Likely significant effects
Policy H1 and H1A2 have been assessed as
having a negative effect on air quality because
any new development would be likely to have
a negative impact on air quality. Adverse
impacts on air quality could occur in the short
term during construction or once development
is complete and be either direct from the new
development or from the increase in transport
anticipated to occur as a result of the new
development. However, the magnitude of
effect will depend on the nature of
development, its location, proximity of sensitive
receptors and existing air quality.
In regard to air quality in the Newtown Air
Quality Management Area it is noted that some
allocated housing sites which could be
developed in accordance with Policy H1/H1A2
are located in Newtown and therefore this
could result in a minor negative impact on air
quality within this area.
Policy H4 and, H8 have has been assessed as
having a neutral effect on this objective
because there is no direct correlation between
these policies and air quality.
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
The impacts of Policies H2, H3, H5 – H7, H9
and H11 – H13 all other policies is are
uncertain because the type, scale and exact
location and nature of development proposed
is unknown.
It should be noted that Policy DM153 – Design
and Resources requires that new development
should not have a negative impact on
amenities including air pollution and therefore
any negative or uncertain impacts identified
will be further reduced.
Overall, the housing policies have been
assessed as having a minor negative effect on
this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may
occur under several housing policies is
unknown/unspecified.

11. Reduce
flood risk

?

?

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy H4 and, H8 have has been assessed as
having a neutral effect on this objective
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
because there is no direct correlation between
these policies and flood risk.
Policies H1 – H3, H5 – H7, H9, and H11 – H13
All other policies have been assessed as
having an uncertain effect on flood risk. Whilst
the majority of allocated sites that will be
developed under Policy H1/H1A2 and H11 are
not located in flood zones, any housing
development may increase surface water runoff and increase the risk of flooding elsewhere.
Further, a total of four housing allocations have
been assessed as having a negative impact on
flood risk with impacts associated with five
sites being assessed as significant due to their
location in Flood Zone C1.
The exact location of future proposals on nonallocated sites that may come forward under
this suite of policies is largely unknown at this
stage and therefore they have been assessed
as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM56 –
Flood Prevention Measures and Land
Drainage seeks to implement and reflect the
actions identified in the relevant River Basin
Management Plans and Catchment Flood
Management Plans together with the
recommendations of the LDP’s Strategic Flood
Consequences Assessment (Stages 1 and 2).
This will help to ensure that any new
development does not increase flood risk.
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Overall, Policies H1 – H131 have been
assessed as having an uncertain effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type of development which may
occur under several housing policies is
unknown/unspecified.

12. Reduce
greenhouse
gas emissions

N

N

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

N
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N

Likely significant effects
Any new development (however minor) will
increase greenhouse gas emissions during
both construction and operation. In this
regard, Policy H1 and Policy H1A2 and H11
have been assessed as having a combination
of positive and negative effect on this
objective. The quantum of housing land to be
delivered (4,500 dwellings) is considered
unlikely to result in significant increases in
emissions although this will be ultimately
dependent on the exact use, design and
location of development. Further, the policy
seeks to support housing allocations in higher
tier settlements which, by concentrating growth
in the most sustainable locations will have a
positive impact on greenhouse gas emissions.

Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Notwithstanding any negative impacts on this
objective, Policy DM153 – Design and
Resources requires detailed and site specific
planning matters to be addressed at
application stage which will provide some
mitigation against an increase in greenhouse
gas emissions. The policy requires
consideration of travel/traffic associated with
new development and includes requirements
for transport assessments and travel plans.
This will seek to reduce some greenhouse gas
emissions by reducing the demand for travel
and associated greenhouse gas emissions.
The policy also requires new development to
demonstrate sustainable and efficient use of
resources by including measures to achieve
energy conservation, the supply of electricity
and heat from renewable resources, water
conservation and efficiency and waste
reduction which all support a general reduction
in greenhouse gas emissions associated with
new development.
Policy H4 and, H8 have has been assessed as
having a neutral effect on this objective
because there is no direct correlation between
these policies and greenhouse gas emissions.
The effects of Policies H2, H3, H5, H7, H9 and
H11 – H13 all other policies on this objective is
uncertain because the exact quantum, location
and nature of development is unknown.
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Overall, the housing policies have been
assessed as having a negative effects on this
objective, although some uncertainty remains.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale, design and location of
development which may occur under the
majority of housing policies is largely
unknown/unspecified.

13. Protect
mineral
resources

NN

NN

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

NN

NN

Likely significant effect
The development of a large proportion of
proposed housing allocations (412 in total)
may preclude the extraction of category 1
minerals. In consequence, Policies H1 and
H1A2 and H11 have been assessed as having
a major negative impact on this objective.
Policy H4 and, H8 have has been assessed as
having a neutral effect on this objective
because there is no direct correlation between
these policies and the protection of mineral
resources.
Policies H2 – H3, H5 – H7, H9 and H11 – H13
All other policies are considered to have an
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
uncertain impact on this objective because the
exact location of development that may come
forward through any of these policies is
unknown/unspecified.
Notwithstanding, should development be
considered in accordance with any of the
above policies, the development would be
required to adhere to the proposed mineral
policies of the Plan. Policy M1 – Existing
Minerals Sites enables appropriate extensions
to existing operations, Policy M2 restricts new
permanent extraction sites and Policy DM78 –
Minerals Safeguarding enables temporary
mineral workings in accordance with National
Policy/Guidance. This would reduce the
likelihood of any negative impacts.
Overall a major negative impact is identified for
this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may
occur under several of the housing policies is
unknown/unspecified.
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
14. Protect
important
material assets

H1
N

H1A2
N

H23
?

H34
?

H45
0

H56
?

H7
?

H8
0

H97
?

H118
?

H129
?

H130
?

H11
N

N

Likely significant effects
A total of 445 housing allocations have been
assessed as having the potential to adversely
affect the highways network. In consequence,
Policy H1 and Policy H1A2 and Policy H11
have been assessed as having a negative
impact on this objective.
Policy H4 and, H8 have has been assessed as
having a neutral effect on this objective
because is no direct correlation between these
policies and the protection of important
material assets.
Policies H2, H3, H5 – H7, H9 and H11 – H13
All other policies are considered to have an
uncertain impact on this objective because the
exact location of development that may come
forward through any of these policies is
unknown/unspecified.
Despite this identified uncertainty it is noted
that should development be considered in
accordance with any of the housing policies,
the development would be required to adhere
to with Policy SP7 – Safeguarding of Material
Assets which protects important material
assets and their operations from incompatible
development, mitigating against any further
negative impacts.

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

168

Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Overall a negative effect is identified for this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may
occur under several of the housing policies is
unknown/unspecified.

15. Protect.
Protect Powys
historic
environment

?

?

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

P

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for housing related
development to adversely affect cultural
heritage assets. Adverse effects may be direct
(for example, the loss of or damage to an
asset) or indirect (for example, effects on the
settings of assets) and may occur in both the
short term during construction and in the
longer term once development is complete.
However, Policy H118 – Renovation of
abandoned dwellings includes a condition
stipulating that the design of any renovated
dwellings should take reference from recorded
evidence of the architectural or archaeological
interest of the former dwellings or shall be
reflective of the local vernacular. This policy
accords with the objective as it aims to
understand, value, protect and enhance the
historic environment.
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Policy H4 and, H8 have has been assessed as
having a neutral effect on this objective
because is no direct correlation between these
policies and the protection of important
material assets.
It is not possible to ascertain if Policies H1,
H1A, H2, H3, H5 – H7, H9, and H12 – H13 any
of the other policies (with the exception of
allocated site development enabled by Policies
H1/H1A2 and H11) would have effects on
Powys’ historic environment. The type and
scale of development proposed on allocated
sites is unknown and the type and scale and
location of non-allocated sites is also unknown.
Any development proposed under this suite of
housing policies will be considered in
accordance with national policy and Policy
DM153 which includes criteria relating to
Conservation Areas and non-designated
assets. Further, Policy DM153 – Design and
Resources requires the design, layout, size,
scale, mass and materials of any new
development to complement and wherever
possible enhance the character of the
surrounding area. This will address identified
diversity, local distinctiveness and heritage.
This provides further mitigation against any
impacts on the historic environment.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified
for this objective.
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The type and scale of development proposed
on allocated sites under Policy H1/H1A2 and
H11 is unknown and the exact location of
development which may occur under the
majority of housing policies is
unknown/unspecified.

16. Protect and
enhance welsh
language and
culture

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

PP

P

P

PP

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
Policies H1 – H97 and Policies H110 – H131
are assessed as having a major positive
impact on this objective. By ensuring the most
sustainable housing opportunities can be
delivered across the plan period and by
meeting local needs Welsh speakers will have
better opportunities to stay within their local
Welsh speaking communities.
These housing policies support appropriate
housing opportunities across the county. They
include policies that address appropriate
housing provision, delivery, density, affordable
housing (contributions, eligibility), rural
affordable homes, householder development,
renovation and replacement and Gypsy and
Traveller Sites and Caravans (including the
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
allocation of a gypsy and traveller site in
Machynlleth and a second in Welshpool).
A significant amount of research and evidence
gathering was undertaken during the
preparation of the LDP to consider appropriate
housing opportunities for the county and inform
the preparation of these policies. This included
a Local Housing Market Assessment, a
Viability assessment, housing topic paper and
linkages/strategy paper.
Overall, the housing policies have been
assessed as having a major positive effect on
this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

17. Protect and
enhance rich
natural
landscape

N

N

?

P

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

N
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N

Likely significant effects
Policy H1 and Policy H1A2 and Policy H11
have been assessed as having a minor
negative impact on this objective.
Development of allocated sites will include the
development of greenfield sites on the
periphery of settlements and as a result there
is potential for localised adverse effects on
landscape and visual amenity.

Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
More broadly, negative effects on landscape
and visual amenity may occur in the short term
during construction (for example, due to the
presence of machinery and HGV movements)
and in the longer term once development is
complete (for example, due to the presence of
new buildings and associated infrastructure).
However, it is expected that measures will be
implemented to reduce as far as possible
adverse landscape effects. In this regard,
Policy DM34 – Landscape requires that all new
development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their
own or in combination with existing or
approved development the characteristics and
special qualities of Powys landscape and
adjacent protected landscapes (National Parks
and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and
the visual amenity of those areas.
Policy H34 is considered to have a positive
impact on this objective. This policy seeks to
make the most sustainable and efficient use of
land. It states that the density of development
should take into account the character of an
area, specific design requirements such as
access and visibility requirements, amenity
space, landscaping, parking and growing
spaces which has the potential to have a
positive impact on local landscapes.
Policy H4 and, H8 have is are assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective
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Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
because there is no direct correlation between
these policies and this objective.
All other policies are assessed as uncertain as
it is not possible to ascertain if development
enabled by several of the housing policies
would have effects on Powys rich natural
landscape because these are not allocated
sites and therefore their location is unknown.
In this regard Policy H2, H5 – H7, H9 and H11
– H13 are therefore assessed as having an
uncertain impact on this objective.
Overall, the housing policies have been
assessed as having a minor negative effect on
this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may
occur under several housing policies is
unknown/unspecified.

18. Protect
RIGS sites.

0

0

?

?

0

?

?

0

?

?

?

?

0

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

174

?

Likely significant effects
The majority of housing policies are assessed
as having an uncertain impact on RIGS sites
because with the exception of allocated sites
enabled by Policy H1 the exact location of

Housing Policy (H1 to H131)
Cumulative
Effect

Policy
H1

H1A2

H23

H34

H45

H56

H7

H8

H97

H118

H129

H130

H11
where development may be proposed is
unknown.
Notwithstanding this uncertainty, any negative
impacts identified in relation to new
development will be somewhat mitigated by
Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment which
requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect
either on their own or in combination with
existing or approved development RIGS and
Geological Conservation Review Sites.
Policies Policy H4 and H8 are is assessed as
having a neutral impact on this objective
because there is no direct correlation between
these policies and this objective.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified
for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may
occur under the majority of housing policies is
unknown/unspecified.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1
1. To protect
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

0

R1
A2
P

R2
3
0

Cumulative
effect
R3

R4

?

?

0/?

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policies R1 and R23 support appropriate retail development within existing settlements. The location of
new development proposed under these policies (i.e. within existing settlements) has been assessed
as having a neutral impact on this objective in the short, medium and long term because it is presumed
that settlements are located wholly outside designated sites.
Policy R1 relates to the allocation of Former Kaye Foundry (site P51 MUA1) for retail use, the
assessment of which is contained in Appendix 3 and is therefore not repeated here (for all SEA
objectives).
Policy R3 and R4 concerns large out of centre retail developments and Neighbourhood and Village
Shops and services. As the location of sites that may come forward under this policy are not known, it
is not possible to determine whether there would be the potential for adverse effects on designated
sites for nature conservation at this stage. Notwithstanding, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment
requires that all new development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on
their own or in combination with existing or approved development the natural environment, integrity or
conservation objectives of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites). As a result the
potential for adverse effects would be limited.
Overall, Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having a combination of uncertain and neutral
effects on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies Policy R3 and R4 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies

2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats
identified in the
Powys Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42 List.

Cumulative
effect

R1

R1
A2

R2
3

R3

R4

?

N

?

?

?

?

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective because the
exact location of new development proposed is unknown/unspecified at this stage.
Any new retail development has the potential to result in habitat loss and disturbance of species.
Adverse effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during construction and in the longer
term once development is complete. Effects may be direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due to land take) or
indirect (for example, adverse effects on species due to emissions to air). However, there may be
opportunities through the new development to minimise adverse effects and generate benefits through,
for example, biodiversity enhancements.
Further, retail development proposed under Policies R1 and R23 are located within settlements and
therefore their likely impact on species and habitats is considered to be less severe than if new
development was located in the open countryside.
However, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development European Protected Sites and Habitats the natural environment, integrity or
conservation objectives of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites), and a range of other
reserves and sites important to biodiversity. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, also, requires that
in addition to the requirements set out in National Guidance, all proposals for development will be
permitted where they (inter alia) conserve and where possible enhance the nature heritage of sites.
‘protect, positively manage and wherever possible enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests and
produce a net gain for the county including the enhanced connectivity of habitats.
Overall, Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is unknown/unspecified.
3. Enhance the
provision of
housing,
employment
and community
services to
meet the needs
of the
population and
in response to
demographic
changes.

PP

P

PP

PP

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
A major positive effect is identified because new retail development enabled by policies R1 to R4 will
enhance the provision of employment and retail to meet future needs.
Further Policy R23 enables development within town centres which includes proposals for community
use which is of public benefit and needed in town centre locations.
Overall there is a major positive effect on this objective.
Overall, Polices R1 to R4 have been assessed as having a major positive effect on this objective.
Mitigation
Not required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The extent to which local employment opportunities are generated as a result of new retail
development is uncertain at this stage and will depend on the nature of the jobs created and the
capacity of the local labour market to meet new retail developments requirements.

4. Promote
improvement
in community
safety.

0

P

0

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
Retail policies are likely to have a neutral effect on the promotion of community safety as there is no
known direct correlation between retail development and community safety. There may be the
potential that any increase in jobs provision associated with new retail development could help to
reduce crime although this is uncertain.
Overall, Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having a neutral effect on this objective.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4

Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The potential for the creation of jobs associated with new retail development delivery to reduce crime is
uncertain.
5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

0

P

0

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
Retail policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having a neutral effect on promoting improvement in
human health and opportunities for healthy living.
Overall there is a neutral effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and

?

0

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Retail development under Policies R1 to R4 may have short term, temporary adverse effects on human
health during construction due to, for example, noise and emissions to air associated with construction
activities and HGV movements. This is particularly pertinent to Policies R1 and R23 which relate to
development within existing settlements and in close proximity to residential receptors.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4

risk to human
health.

However, given the type, scale and location of development enabled by Policies R1 to R4 is not known
the effect on this objective is identified as uncertain at this stage.
Further, it would be expected that any adverse effects resulting from proposed new retail development
would be minimised through appropriate construction management. There is also the potential for
adverse effects associated with the operation of new retail development, depending on its nature and
the proximity of sensitive receptors.
Finally, Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires the amenities enjoyed by occupants or users
of nearby or proposed properties shall not be unacceptably affected by levels of noise, dust, air
pollution, litter, odour, hours of operation, overlooking or any other planning matter. This will further
mitigate against potential sources of nuisance and risk to human health.
Overall there is an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

7. To protect
soils that are
classified as
being
important for
carbon storage
and
agriculture.

?

N

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective. Whilst it is
recognised that some new retail development could be located on greenfield land that is currently in
agricultural use, the location of development that may come forward under this policy are not known
and therefore it is not possible to determine whether there would be the potential for adverse effects on
soils at this stage.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4
Notwithstanding, Policies R1 and R23 only permits employment development within existing
settlements (including town centres) which will not directly affect land that is currently being used for
agriculture.
Overall there is an uncertain effect against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is unknown/unspecified.

8. To prevent
contamination
of land and
support
remediation as
part of new
development.

?

P

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies R1 and R23 will enable development within existing settlements and Policies R3 and Policy R4
will enable out of centre developments which will include a combination of both brownfield and
greenfield sites.
Contamination of land and support for remediation as part of new development is uncertain because
contamination issues and their extent are largely unknown prior to site development. The exact location
of sites supported by Policies R1 to R4 is unknown and therefore an uncertain effect is further justified.
Policy DM910 – Contaminated and Unstable Land requires that proposals on contaminated land shall
not result in any additional contamination problems and that any new development is assessed to
ensure contamination risks are acceptable and addressed.
Overall there is an uncertain effect against this objective.
Mitigation
None.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4

Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is unknown/unspecified.
9. To maintain
and improve
water quality
and quantity.

?

N

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies R1 to R4 support appropriate new retail development. Whilst it is recognised that new retail
development would result in increased water use in both the short term during construction and in the
longer term once development is complete (although the total volume of water used during operation
may be offset by the relocation of any existing businesses). New retail development (and particularly
new large out of centre retail development enabled under policy R4) may also result in increased
surface water run-off (particularly where development results in the loss of greenfield land) and
contamination of water sources (depending on the use, proximity to watercourses and any discharges).
The magnitude of effects in this regard will depend on the nature, location and scale of development
which is unknown at this stage.
Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective as both the scale
(and, therefore, demand for water resources) and location of new development is uncertain at this
stage.
Further, it is noted that other policies contained in the LDP will help to offset adverse effects in this
regard. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, in particular, requires that all new development must
not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development the achievement of the Water Framework Directives overarching objectives.
Further Policy DM56 – Flood Prevention Measures and Land Drainage requires proposals near a
watercourse to be acceptably managed to protect water quality and DM153 – Design and Resources
requires all development to demonstrate sustainable and an efficient use of resources by including
measures to achieve water conservation and efficiency which addresses quantity.
Overall, the suite of retail policies have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4

Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is unknown/unspecified.
10. To protect
and improve
air quality in
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

?

0

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
It is recognised that any new development would have a negative effect on air quality (however minor).
Adverse impacts on air quality could occur in the short term during construction or once development is
complete and be either direct from the new retail development or from the increase in transport
anticipated to occur as a result of the new retail development. However, the magnitude of effect will
depend on the nature of development, its location, proximity of sensitive receptors and existing air
quality. In regard to air quality in the Newtown Air Quality Management Area it is noted that some retail
development could be proposed in accordance with Policies R1 to R4 in Newtown and therefore this
could potentially result in a minor negative impact on air quality within this area.
It is noted that Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires that new development should not have
a negative impact on amenities including air pollution which would mitigate possible negative impacts.
Notwithstanding the above, the impact of Policies R1 to R4 is uncertain because the exact location and
nature of development proposed is unknown.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is unknown/unspecified.

11. To reduce
flood risk.

?

0

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on flood risk. Any new retail
development may increase surface water run-off and increase the risk of flooding elsewhere. However
the exact location of any new retail development enabled by policies R1 to R4 is unknown and
therefore Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM56 – Flood Prevention Measures and Land Drainage seeks to
implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River Basin Management Plans and
Catchment Flood Management Plans together with the recommendations of the LDP’s Strategic Flood
Consequences Assessment (Stages 1 and 2). This will help to ensure that any new retail development
does not increase flood risk.
Overall, Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location and scale of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is
unknown/unspecified.

12. To reduce
greenhouse
gas emissions.

?

N

P

?

?

P/?

Likely significant effects
Any new development (however minor) will increase greenhouse gas emissions during both
construction and operation. Notwithstanding, Policy DM2 requires detailed and site specific planning
matters to be addressed at application stage which will provide some mitigation against an increase in
greenhouse gas emissions proposed by new retail development.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4

Policy R23 is considered to have a minor positive impact on a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.
This is because the policy enables development within Town centre areas which aids in the
concentration of retail development in central locations enabling people to access a range of services
in one location which in effect supports a reduction in private transport and hence potentially reducing
greenhouse gas emissions further. However, the broad effects of Policies R1 to R4 on this objective is
still uncertain because the exact location and nature of development is unknown.
Overall, the retail policies have been assessed as having a combination of positive and uncertain effect
on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact scale and location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is
unknown/unspecified.
13. To protect
Mineral
Resources
from
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

?

0

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effect
Policies R1 to R4 which enable retail development in a range of locations is considered to have an
uncertain impact on this objective because the location and scale of this type of development is
unknown.
Notwithstanding, should retail development be considered in accordance with Policies R1 to R4, the
development would be required to adhere to the proposed mineral policies of the Plan. Policy M1 –
Existing Minerals Sites enables appropriate extensions to existing operations, Policy M2 restricts new
permanent extraction sites and Policy M3 enables temporary mineral workings in accordance with
National Policy/Guidance.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4
Overall an uncertain effect is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is unknown/unspecified.

14. To protect
important
material assets
including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure
from
incompatible
development.

?

?

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies R1 to R4 which enables new retail development are considered to have an uncertain impact on
this objective because the location and scale of this type of development is unknown.
It is recognised that development enabled by Policies R1 and R2 (i.e. within existing settlements has
the potential to have a more significant impact on important material assets (because of its urban
location). Notwithstanding given the exact location of new development is unknown a neutral effect is
identified for this objective.
It is also noted that any new development proposed under policies R1 to R4 will be mitigated through
Policy SP7 – Safeguarding of Strategic Resources and Assets which protects important material assets
and their operations from incompatible development.
Overall an uncertain effect is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is unknown/unspecified.

15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys historic
environment
including its
diversity, local
distinctiveness
and heritage.

P

?

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for new retail development to adversely affect cultural heritage assets, particularly
in town centre locations (as enabled by policy R23) where there can be a concentration of heritage
assets. Adverse effects may be direct (for example, the loss of or damage to an asset) or indirect (for
example, effects on the settings of assets) and may occur in both the short term during construction
and in the longer term once development is complete.
However, It is not possible to ascertain if Policies R1 to R4 would have effects on Powys’ historic
environment because the type and scale and location of new retail development is unknown.
Any development proposed under Policies R1 to R4 will be considered in accordance with national
policy and LDP Policy DM153 – Design and Resources, the latter includes criteria relating to
Conservation Areas and non-designated heritage assets. Policy DM153 also requires the design,
layout, size, scale, mass and materials of any new development to complement and wherever possible
enhance the character of the surrounding area. This will address identified diversity, local
distinctiveness and heritage.
Further, Policy R1 – new retail development requires new retail development to be of a scale and
design appropriate to the settlement which directly supports the protection of local distinctiveness and
heritage and warrants a positive effect for this objective.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4
Uncertainties
The exact location and scale of development proposed under Policies R1 to R4 is
unknown/unspecified.

16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture.

P

?

PP

P

P

P

Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that the exact location of new retail development enabled through Policies R1 to
R4, the suite of policies have been assessed as having a positive effect on this objective as supporting
the provision of new retail developments can create jobs and support local shopping and community
facilities (i.e. through Policy R23) that meet local needs hence benefiting the Welsh language by
enabling Welsh speakers to work, shop and socialise within their own communities, as well as helping
to stem out-migration. Policies R1 to R4 through the provision of new jobs could also prevent the out
migration of young Welsh speakers.
Overall, Policies R1 to R4 have been assessed as having a positive effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich
natural
landscape.

?

0

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies R1 and R23 enable retail development within existing settlements, whilst Policies R3 and
Policy R4 relates to development outside large settlements or in more rural locations neighbourhood
and village shops and services.
It is recognised that some retail development could be proposed on greenfield sites and as a result,
there is the potential for localised adverse effects on landscape and visual amenity. Negative effects
on landscape and visual amenity may occur in the short term during construction (for example, due to
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4
the presence of machinery and HGV movements) and in the longer term once development is
complete (for example, due to the presence of new buildings and associated infrastructure). However,
it is expected that measures will be implemented to reduce as far as possible adverse landscape
effects. In this regard, Policy DM34 – Landscape) requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development the characteristics and special qualities of Powys landscape and adjacent
protected landscapes (National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and the visual amenity
of those areas. There is also the potential for development to contribute to and enhance local
landscape character, particularly where proposals involve the reuse of derelict buildings or land.
However, it is not possible to ascertain if Policies R1 to R4 would have effects on Powys rich natural
landscape because their potential location is unknown.
Overall, the retail policies have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is unknown/unspecified.

18. To protect
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

?

0

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies R1 and R23 support appropriate new retail development within town centres and settlements,
whilst Policies Policy R3 and R4 relates to more rural locations and not in the open countryside to
neighbourhood and village shops and services. However, it is not possible to ascertain if Policies R1 to
R4 would have effects on RIGS because the location of new retail development is unknown.
Notwithstanding, any new development would need to comply with Policy DM2 – The Natural
Environment which requires that all new development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely
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Retail Policies (R1, R2, R3 and R4)
SEA Objective
Policies
R1

R1
A2

R2
3

Cumulative
effect
R3

Commentary

R4
affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved development RIGS and
Geological Conservation Review Sites.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies R1 to R4 is unknown/unspecified.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies

1. To protect
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

TD1
?

TD2
?

Cumulative
effect

TD3
P

P/?

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policies TD1 and TD2 support appropriate tourism development both within settlements and within the
open countryside. As the location of tourism development that may come forward under this policy are
not known, it is not possible to determine whether there would be the potential for adverse effects on
designated sites for nature conservation at this stage. Therefore an uncertain impact on this objective is
identified.
Policy TD3 enables development associated with the Montgomery Canal provided that development
would not adversely affect the canals scientific and conservation designation or prejudice its sensitive
restoration. It is noted that the canal supports a nationally important aquatic ecology and, the whole of
the Montgomery Canal is identified as an SSSI. In respect of the internationally important populations of
floating water plantain it is also recognised as a Special Area of Conservation. Whilst there is potential
for negative effects associated with development of the Canal, in seeking to ensure sensitive restoration
and protection of the canal and conservation of the site, Policy TD3 has been assessed as having a
positive impact on this objective.
In regard to new development enabled by Policies TD1, TD2 and TD3 policy DM2 – The Natural
Environment requires that all new development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect
either on their own or in combination with existing or approved development the natural environment,
integrity or conservation objectives of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites). As a result
the potential for adverse effects would be limited.
Overall, Policies TD1 to TD3 have been assessed as having a minor positive impact on this objective,
although some uncertainties remain.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 and TD2 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.

2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats
identified in the
Powys Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42 List.

?

?

P

P/?

Likely significant effects
Policies TD1 and TD2 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective because the
exact location of new development proposed is unknown/unspecified at this stage.
Any new tourism development has the potential to result in habitat loss and disturbance of species.
Adverse effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during construction and in the longer term
once development is complete. Effects may be direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due to land take) or
indirect (for example, adverse effects on species due to emissions to air). However, there may be
opportunities through the new development to minimise adverse effects and generate benefits through,
for example, biodiversity enhancements.
Policy TD3, which enables development associated with the Montgomery Canal, has been assessed as
having a minor positive impact on species and habitats given its conservation status and the known
important aquatic ecology on site and the policy’s emphasis on sensitive restoration
However, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development European Protected Sites and Habitats the natural environment, integrity or
conservation objectives of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites), and a range of other
reserves and sites important to biodiversity. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, also, requires that in
addition to the requirements set out in National Guidance, all proposals for development will be permitted
where they (inter alia) conserve and where possible enhance the nature heritage of sites. ‘protect,
positively manage and wherever possible enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests and produce a
net gain for the county including the enhanced connectivity of habitats.
Overall, Policies TD1 to TD3 have been assessed as having a minor positive impact on this objective,
although some uncertainties remain.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under tourism policies is unknown/unspecified.

3. Enhance the
provision of
housing,
employment
and community
services to
meet the needs
of the
population and
in response to
demographic
changes.

PP

PP

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
A major positive effect is identified because new tourism development enabled by policies TD1 to TD3
will enhance the provision of employment and community services to meet future needs.
All new tourism development has the potential to contribute to the economy in terms of visitor spending,
supporting local business and employment generation. Further, developments that include facilities
(such as all-weather recreation facilities) can be utilised by the whole community and not just tourists.
Overall there is a major positive effect on this objective.
Mitigation
Not required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The extent to which local employment opportunities are generated as a result of new tourism
development is uncertain at this stage and will depend on the nature of the jobs created and the capacity
of the local labour market to meet new tourism developments requirements.

4. Promote
improvement
in community
safety.

0

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
Tourism policies are likely to have a neutral effect on the promotion of community safety as there is no
known direct correlation between tourism development and community safety. There may be the
potential that any increase in jobs provision associated with new tourism development could help to
reduce crime although this is uncertain.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
Overall, Policies TD1 to TD3 have been assessed as having a neutral effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The potential for the creation of jobs associated with new tourism development delivery to reduce crime
is uncertain.

5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

0

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
Tourism policies TD1 to TD3 have been assessed as having a neutral effect on promoting improvement
in human health and opportunities for healthy living because there is no direct correlation between health
and new tourism development.
Overall there is a neutral effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
New Tourism development under Policies TD1 to TD3 may have short term, temporary adverse effects
on human health during construction due to, for example, noise and emissions to air associated with
construction activities and HGV movements.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3

sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health.

However, given the type, scale and location of development enabled by Policies TD1 to TD3 is not
known the effect on this objective is identified as uncertain at this stage.
Further, it would be expected that any adverse effects resulting from proposed new tourism development
would be minimised through appropriate construction management. There is also the potential for
adverse effects associated with the operation of new retail development, depending on its nature and the
proximity of sensitive receptors.
Finally, Policy DM15 – Design and Resources requires the amenities enjoyed by occupants or users of
nearby or proposed properties shall not be unacceptably affected by levels of noise, dust, air pollution,
litter, odour, hours of operation, overlooking or any other planning matter. This will further mitigate
against potential sources of nuisance and risk to human health.
Overall there is an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

7. To protect
soils that are
classified as
being
important for
carbon storage
and
agriculture.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies TD1 to TD3 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective. Whilst it is
recognised that some new tourism development could be located on greenfield land that is currently in
agricultural use, the location of development that may come forward under this policy are not known and
therefore it is not possible to determine whether there would be the potential for adverse effects on soils
at this stage.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
Overall there is an uncertain effect against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown/unspecified.

8. To prevent
contamination
of land and
support
remediation as
part of new
development.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Proposed Tourism Policies will enable development within existing settlements and in the open
countryside which could include a combination of both brownfield and greenfield sites.
Contamination of land and support for remediation as part of new development is uncertain because
contamination issues and their extent are largely unknown prior to site development. The exact location
of sites supported by Policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown and therefore an uncertain effect is further
justified.
Policy DM9 – Contaminated and Unstable Land requires that proposals on contaminated land shall not
result in any additional contamination problems and that any new development is assessed to ensure
contamination risks are acceptable and addressed.
Overall there is an uncertain effect against this objective.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions
None.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown/unspecified.

9. To maintain
and improve
water quality
and quantity.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
It is acknowledged that new tourism development enabled by these policies would result in increased
water use in both the short term during construction and in the longer term once development is
complete and that new tourism development may also result in increased surface water run-off
(particularly where development results in the loss of greenfield land) and contamination of water
sources (depending on the use, proximity to watercourses and any discharges), the magnitude of effects
in this regard will depend on the nature, location and scale of development which is unknown at this
stage.
Policies TD1 to TD3 have therefore been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective as
both the scale (and, therefore, demand for water resources) and location of new development is
uncertain at this stage.
Further, it is noted that other policies contained in the LDP will help to offset adverse effects in this
regard. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, in particular, requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development the achievement of the Water Framework Directives overarching objectives.
Further, Policy DM2 requires proposals near a watercourse to be acceptably managed to protect water
quality and DM15 – Design and Resources requires all development to demonstrate sustainable and an
efficient use of resources by including measures to achieve water conservation and efficiency which
addresses quantity.
Overall, the suite of tourism policies have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown/unspecified.

10. To protect
and improve
air quality in
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
It is recognised that any new development would have a negative effect on air quality (however minor).
Adverse impacts on air quality could occur in the short term during construction or once development is
complete and be either direct from the new retail development or from the increase in transport
anticipated to occur as a result of the new retail development. However, the magnitude of effect will
depend on the nature of development, its location, proximity of sensitive receptors and existing air
quality. In regard to air quality in the Newtown Air Quality Management Area it is noted that some
tourism development could be proposed in accordance with Tourism Policies (including TD3 which
relates to the Montgomery Canal) and therefore this could potentially result in a minor negative impact
on air quality within this area.
It is noted that Policy DM15 – Design and Resources requires that new development should not have a
negative impact on amenities including air pollution which would mitigate possible negative impacts.
Notwithstanding the above, the impact of Policies TD1 to TD3 is uncertain because the exact location
and nature of development proposed is unknown.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown/unspecified.

11. To reduce
flood risk.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies TD1 to TD3 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on flood risk. Any new tourism
development may increase surface water run-off and increase the risk of flooding elsewhere. However
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
the exact location of any new tourism development enabled by policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown and
therefore the policies have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM5 – Flood Prevention Measures and Land Drainage seeks to
implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River Basin Management Plans and
Catchment Flood Management Plans together with the recommendations of the LDP’s Strategic Flood
Consequences Assessment (Stages 1 and 2). This will help to ensure that any new tourism development
does not increase flood risk.
Overall, Policies TD1 to TD3 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location and scale of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is
unknown/unspecified.

12. To reduce
greenhouse
gas emissions.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Any new development (however minor) will increase greenhouse gas emissions during both construction
and operation. Notwithstanding, Policy DM15 – Design and Resources requires detailed and site
specific planning matters to be addressed at application stage which will provide some mitigation against
an increase in greenhouse gas emissions proposed by new tourism development. Given the exact
location, scale and type of development enabled by the suite of tourism policies is unknown an uncertain
effect has been identified.
Overall, the tourism policies have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact scale and location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is
unknown/unspecified.

13. To protect
Mineral
Resources
from
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effect
Policies TD1 to TD3 which enable new tourism development in a range of locations is considered to
have an uncertain impact on this objective because the location and scale of this type of development is
unknown.
Notwithstanding, should tourism development be considered in accordance with Policies TD1 to TD3,
the development would be required to adhere to the proposed mineral policies of the Plan. Policy M1 –
Existing Minerals Sites enables appropriate extensions to existing operations, Policy M2 restricts new
permanent extraction sites and Policy M3 enables temporary mineral workings in accordance with
National Policy/Guidance.
Overall an uncertain effect is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown/unspecified.

14. To protect
important
material assets

?

?

N

?

Likely significant effects
Policies TD1 and TD2 which enable new tourism development are considered to have an uncertain
impact on this objective because the location and scale of this type of development is unknown.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3

including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure
from
incompatible
development.

Policy TD3 is considered to have a minor negative impact on this objective because the Montgomery
Canal is recognised as an important material asset and any new development associated with the canal
has the potential to have a negative impact. However, Policy TD3 specifically states proposals for
development that would adversely affect the role of the canal or prejudice its restoration will be opposed.
This statement seeks to address any negative impacts associated with new development in this location.
Further, It is also noted that any new development proposed under policies TD1 to TD3 will be mitigated
through Policy DM2 – the Natural Environment which protects Sites of Special Scientific Interest.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown/unspecified.

15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys historic
environment
including its
diversity, local
distinctiveness
and heritage.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for new tourism development to adversely affect cultural heritage assets both
within settlements and the open countryside. This is particularly important in relation to development
enabled by Policy TD3 as the canal benefits from many important and uniquely preserved structures and
buildings, a number of which have listed building status. Adverse effects may be direct (for example, the
loss of or damage to an asset) or indirect (for example, effects on the settings of assets) and may occur
in both the short term during construction and in the longer term once development is complete.
However, It is not possible to ascertain if Policies TD1 to TD3 would have effects on Powys’ historic
environment because the type and scale and location of new tourism development is unknown.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
Any development proposed under Policies TD1 to TD3 will be considered in accordance with national
policy and LDP Policy DM15 – Design and Resources, the latter includes criteria relating to Conservation
Areas and non-designated heritage assets.. Policy DM15 also requires the design, layout, size, scale,
mass and materials of any new development to complement and wherever possible enhance the
character of the surrounding area. This will address identified diversity, local distinctiveness and
heritage.
Further, Policy TD1 requires new tourism development to be of a scale and design appropriate to its
given location, both in/adjoining settlements and in the open countryside which directly supports the
protection of local distinctiveness and heritage.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location and scale of development proposed under Policies TD1 to TD3 is
unknown/unspecified.

16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture.

P

P

P

P

Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that the exact location of new tourism development enabled through Policies TD1
to TD3 is unknown, the suite of policies have been assessed as having a positive effect on this objective
as supporting the provision of new tourism developments can create jobs and support local community
facilities which potentially enable Welsh speakers to work and socialise within their own communities.
New jobs resulting from new tourism development could also prevent the out migration of young Welsh
speakers.
Overall, Policies TD1 to TD3 have been assessed as having a minor positive effect on this objective.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich
natural
landscape.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policies TD1 to TD3 support new tourism development both within existing settlements and the open
countryside. Policy TD1 enables new tourism developments within existing settlements (commensurate
in scale and size to the settlement) and in the open countryside (where compatible in terms of location,
siting, design and scale and well integrated into the landscape so it does not detract from the overall
character and appearance of the area).
It is recognised that tourism development could be proposed on greenfield sites under policies TD1 to
TD3 and as a result, there is the potential for localised adverse effects on landscape and visual amenity.
Negative effects on landscape and visual amenity may occur in the short term during construction (for
example, due to the presence of machinery and HGV movements) and in the longer term once
development is complete (for example, due to the presence of new buildings and associated
infrastructure). However, it is expected that measures will be implemented to reduce as far as possible
adverse landscape effects. In this regard, Policy DM3 – Landscape requires that all new development
must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with
existing or approved development the characteristics and special qualities of Powys landscape and
adjacent protected landscapes (National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and the visual
amenity of those areas. There is also the potential for development to contribute to and enhance local
landscape character, particularly where proposals involve the reuse of derelict buildings or land.
However, It is not possible to ascertain if Policies TD1 to TD3 would have effects on Powys rich natural
landscape because their potential location is unknown.
Overall, the tourism policies have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
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Tourism Policies (TD1, TD2 and TD3)
SEA Objective
Policies
TD1

TD2

Cumulative
effect

Commentary

TD3
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown/unspecified.

18. To protect
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
It is not possible to ascertain if Policies TD1 to TD3 would have effects on RIGS because the location of
new tourism development is unknown.
Notwithstanding, any new development would need to comply with Policy DM2 – The Natural
Environment which requires that all new development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely
affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved development RIGS and Geological
Conservation Review Sites.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies TD1 to TD3 is unknown/unspecified.
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1
1. To protect
?
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

Policy
W2
PP

Commentary
Cumulative effect
PP

Likely significant effects
Policy W1 relates to proposals for waste facilities including in-building facilities/bulking
stations (in or adjoining settlements), site for the treatment of biodegradable waste and other
waste developments including inert waste on either designated employment sites or in the
open countryside. Whilst it is recognised that some new waste developments will take place in
or adjoining settlements and therefore they are unlikely to impact on designated sites, given
the unknown nature of where exemption sites for inert waste are proposed an uncertain
impact is identified. Therefore, the location of waste management sites is largely uncertain.
Policy W2 states that development proposals for waste management will only be permitted
where there will be no impact on features of ecological interest. In addition, Policy DM2 – The
Natural Environment which requires that all new development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved
development the natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives of European
protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites). As a result the potential for adverse effects would
be limited. Therefore, there is considered to be significant policy protection for sites
designated for nature conservation.
Overall, there is an uncertain a major positive impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy W1 is unknown/unspecified
at this stage.

2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats

?

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
Any new development has the potential to result in habitat loss and disturbance of species.
Adverse effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during construction and in the
longer term once development is complete. Effects may be direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

205

Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1
identified in the
Powys Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42 List.

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
to land take) or indirect (for example, adverse effects on species due to emissions to air).
However, there may be opportunities through the development of sites to minimise adverse
effects and generate benefits through, for example, biodiversity enhancements.
Policy W1 relates to proposals for waste facilities on either designated employment sites or in
the open countryside. Therefore, the location of waste management sites is largely uncertain.
Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with
existing or approved development the natural environment, integrity or conservation
objectives of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites), and a range of reserves
and sites important to biodiversity. Policy DM2, also, requires that in addition to the
requirements set out in National Guidance, all proposals for development will be permitted
where they ‘protect, positively manage and wherever possible enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity interests and produce a net gain for the county including the enhanced
connectivity of habitats.
Policy W1 relates to proposals for waste facilities including in-building facilities/bulking
stations (in or adjoining settlements), site for the treatment of biodegradable waste and other
waste developments including inert waste. Whilst it is recognised that some new waste
developments will take place in or adjoining settlements and therefore they are unlikely to
impact on designated sites, given the unknown nature of where exemption sites for inert
waste are proposed an uncertain impact is identified.
Overall there is an uncertain impact on this objective.
Policy W2 states that development proposals for waste management will only be permitted
where there will be no impact on features of ecological interest. In addition, Policy DM2 – The
Natural Environment which requires that all new development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved
development the natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives of European
protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites). Therefor there is considered to be significant
policy protection for sites designated for nature conservation.
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
Overall there is a major positive impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy W1 is unknown/unspecified
at this stage.

3. Enhance the
provision of
housing,
employment
and community
services to
meet the needs
of the
population and
in response to
demographic
changes.

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy Policies W1 and W2 relates to proposals
for waste facilities only and has no direct relationship with the enhancement of provision of
housing, employment and community services to meet future need.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

4. Promote
improvement
in community
safety.

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy Policies W1 and W2 relates to proposals
for waste facilities only and has no direct relationship with community safety.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

P

0

P

Likely significant effects
Policy W1 supports an integrated and adequate network of waste management facilities in
sustainable locations to complement the Powys Waste Strategy and to meet the needs
identified in regional plans in accordance with waste hierarchy. It aims to reduce waste
significantly and support recycling, composting a reduction in landfill and a reduction in
energy.
Policy W2 is not related to the promotion of healthy living.
Overall there is a minor positive impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential

P

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
A minor positive impact is identified for this objective. Policy W1 supports sustainable
management of waste which results in long term positive impacts on potential exposure to
nuisance and risk to human health. The enablement of household waste and recycling centres
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1
sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health.

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
support increased waste recovery and reduction in disposal to landfill which have a direct
positive impact on potential exposure to nuisance and risk to human health.
Policy W2 states that development proposals for waste management will only be permitted
where there will be no adverse impact on human health due to noise, dust, odour or air quality
Overall there is a minor major positive impact identified for this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified

7. To protect
soils that are
classified as
being
important for
carbon storage
and
agriculture.

?

P

?

Likely significant effects
Policy W1 relates to proposals for waste facilities including in-building facilities/bulking
stations (in or adjoining settlements), site for the treatment of biodegradable waste and other
waste developments including inert waste on either designated employment sites or in the
open countryside. Whilst it is recognised that some new waste developments will take place in
or adjoining settlements and therefore they are unlikely to impact on designated sites, given
the unknown nature of where exemption sites for inert waste are proposed an uncertain
impact is identified. Therefore, the location of waste management sites is largely uncertain.
Policy W2 seeks to protect surface water and groundwater alongside features of ecological
interest, all of which would indirectly protect soils
Overall an uncertain effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy W1 is unknown/unspecified.

8. To prevent
contamination
of land and
support
remediation as
part of new
development.

?P

P

?P

Likely significant effects
Whilst it is acknowledged that contamination of land and support for remediation as part of
new development is uncertain because contamination issues and their extent are largely
unknown prior to site development and the location of sites supported by Policy W1 is also
unknown, a minor positive impact is identified for this objective. Policy W1 and W2 supports
sustainable management of waste including enabling development for household waste and
recycling centres which are integral to increase waste recovery and reduction in disposal to
landfill. Any reduction in landfill warrants a long term positive impact.
Further, any contamination issues identified as part of development enabled by Policy W1 are
mitigated by Policy DM910 – Contaminated and Unstable Land which requires that proposals
on contaminated land shall not result in any additional contamination problems and that any
new development is assessed to ensure contamination risks are acceptable and addressed.
Overall there is an uncertain a minor positive effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

9. To maintain
and improve

?

PP

?PP

Likely significant effects

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

210

Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1
water quality
and quantity.

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
Any new development may result in increased surface water run-off (particularly where
development results in the loss of greenfield land) and contamination of water sources
(depending on the use, proximity to watercourses and any discharges). The magnitude of
effects in this regard will depend on the nature, location and scale of development proposed.
However, Policy W1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective as
both the scale (and, therefore, demand for water resources) and location of new development
is uncertain at this stage.
Policy W2 states that development proposals for waste management will only be permitted
where there will be no adverse impact on surface water or groundwater.
It should be noted that other policies contained in the LDP will help to offset adverse effects in
this regard. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, in particular, requires that all new
development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in
combination with existing or approved development the achievement of the Water Framework
Directives overarching objectives. Further Policy DM2 requires proposals near a watercourse
to be acceptably managed to protect water quality and DM153 – Design and Resources
requires all development to demonstrate sustainable and an efficient use of resources by
including measures to achieve water conservation and efficiency which addresses quantity.
Overall there is an uncertain a major positive impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy W1 is unknown/unspecified.

10. To protect
and improve
air quality in

?

PP

?PP

Likely significant effects
The impact of Policy W1 is uncertain because the exact location and nature of development
proposed is unknown. However, it should be noted that Policy DM15 - Design and Resources

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

211

Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
requires that new development should not have a negative impact on amenities including air
pollution.
Policy W2 states that development proposals for waste management will only be permitted
where there would be no adverse impact on amenity, human health or the environment due to
noise dust, odour or air quality.
Overall an uncertain a major positive impact is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

11. To reduce
flood risk.

?

0

?

Likely significant effects
Policy W1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on flood risk. Whilst it is
recognised that any new development may increase surface water run-off and increase the
risk of flooding elsewhere, the location of future proposals is unknown at this stage.
Policy W2 is not related to the reduction of flood risk.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM56 – Flood Prevention Measures and Land Drainage
seeks to implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River Basin Management
Plans and Catchment Flood Management Plans together with the recommendations of the
LDP’s Strategic Flood Consequences Assessment (Stages 1 and 2). This will help to ensure
that any new development does not increase flood risk.
Overall, Policy W1 Policies W1 and W2 has have been assessed as having an uncertain
effect on this objective.
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type of development which may occur under Policy W1 is unknown/unspecified.

12. To reduce
greenhouse
gas emissions.

?

P

?P

Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that any new development (however minor) will increase greenhouse
gas emissions during both construction and operation, the effects of Policy W1 on this
objective is uncertain because the exact quantum, location and nature of development is
unknown.
Policy W2 requires there to be an identified end user where the proposal would produce
waste heat, helping to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through, for example, district
heating systems.
Notwithstanding, Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires detailed and site specific
planning matters to be addressed at application stage which will provide some mitigation
against an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. The policy requires new development to
demonstrate sustainable and efficient use of resources by including measures to achieve
energy conservation, the supply of electricity and heat from renewable resources, water
conservation and efficiency and waste reduction which all support a general reduction in
greenhouse gas emissions associated with new development.
Overall, Policy W1 Policies W1 and W2 has have been assessed as having an uncertain a
minor positive effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale, design and location of development which may occur under Policy W1
is unknown/unspecified.

13. To protect
Mineral
Resources
from
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

?

0

?

Likely significant effects
Policy W1 which enables waste facilities and exemption sites for inert waste is considered to
have an uncertain impact on this objective because the location and scale of this type of
development is unknown.
Policy W2 is not relevant to mineral extraction.
Should development be considered in accordance with Policy W1, the development would be
required to adhere to Policy M1 – Existing Minerals Sites which enables appropriate
extensions to existing operations, Policy M2 which restricts new permanent extraction sites
and Policy M3 which enables temporary mineral workings in accordance with National
Policy/Guidance. This would mitigate against any negative impacts on mineral resources and
their extraction. Further, policy M1 supports and enables storage and recycling operations for
construction, excavation and demolition waste within active mineral sites.
Overall an uncertain effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy W1 is unknown/unspecified.

14. To protect
important
material assets

?

P

?P

Likely significant effects
Policy W1 is considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective because the location
and scale of this type of development is unknown. Policy W2 requires proposals to minimise
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1
including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure
from
incompatible
development.

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
the need to transport waste by road and ensure that the local highway network is suitable for
heavy goods vehicles or can be improved to accommodate them, thus minimising the risk to
strategic transport infrastructure.
Notwithstanding, should Should development be considered in accordance with Policy W1,
the development would be required to adhere to with Policy SP7 – Safeguarding of Strategic
Resources and Assets which protects important material assets and their operations from
incompatible development.
Overall an uncertain a minor positive effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy W1 is unknown/unspecified.

15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys historic
environment
including its
diversity, local
distinctiveness
and heritage.

?

PP

?PP

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for new development to adversely affect cultural heritage assets.
Adverse effects may be direct (for example, the loss of or damage to an asset) or indirect (for
example, effects on the settings of assets) and may occur in both the short term during
construction and in the longer term once development is complete. However, it is not possible
to ascertain if Policy W1 would have effects on Powys’ historic environment. The type and
scale and location of development proposed is unknown.
Any development proposed under Policy W1 will be considered in accordance with national
policy and LDP Policy DM153 – Design and Resources, the latter includes criteria relating to
Conservation Areas and non-designated heritage assets.
Policy W2 requires there to be no adverse impact on features of built heritage interest. This is
assessed as a significant positive effect against this objective.
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1

Policy
W2

Commentary
Cumulative effect
Further, Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires the design, layout, size, scale, mass
and materials of any new development to compliment and wherever possible enhance the
character of the surrounding area. This will address identified diversity, local distinctiveness
and heritage.
Overall an uncertain a major positive impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The type, scale and location of development proposed under Policy W1 is
unknown/unspecified.

16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture.

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy W1 Policies W1 and W2 relates to waste
facilities/sites only and has no direct relationship with protection and enhancement of Welsh
language and culture.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1
17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich
natural
landscape.

?

Policy
W2

Cumulative effect

Commentary

PP

?PP

Likely significant effects
It is not possible to ascertain if Policy W1 would have effects on Powys rich natural landscape
because the location of development proposed under this policy is unknown/unspecified.
It is noted that any new development can have negative effects on landscape and visual
amenity in the short term during construction (for example, due to the presence of machinery
and HGV movements) and in the longer term once development is complete (for example,
due to the presence of new buildings and associated infrastructure). However, it is expected
that measures will be implemented to reduce as far as possible adverse landscape effects
Policy W2 requires there to be no adverse landscape impacts and any visual impacts of a
development must be minimised through sensitive location and the use of landscaping.
In this regard, addition, Policy DM34 – Landscape requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with
existing or approved development the characteristics and special qualities of Powys
landscape and adjacent protected landscapes (National Parks and Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty) and the visual amenity of those areas. There is also the potential for
development to contribute to and enhance local landscape character, particularly where
proposals involve the reuse of derelict land.
Overall, policy W1 has Polices W1 and W2 have been assessed as having an uncertain a
major positive impact on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy W1 is unknown/unspecified.
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Waste Policy Policies (W1 and W2)
SEA Objective
Policy
W1
18. To protect
?
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

Policy
W2
0

Commentary
Cumulative effect
?

Likely significant effects
It is not possible to ascertain if Policy W1 would have effects on RIGS because the location of
development proposed is unknown. Policy W2 is not relevant to RIGS.
Notwithstanding, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development
must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination
with existing or approved development RIGS and Geological Conservation Review Sites
which would mitigate against any identified negative impacts at planning application stage.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy W1 is unknown/unspecified.
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1
1. To protect
?
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

Cumulative effect
?

Commentary
Likely significant effects
Policy RE1 permits proposals for renewable and low carbon energy development, subject to specific
criteria. The policy directs large scale wind farm development to Strategic Search Areas (SSAs) and
smaller scale schemes to Local Search Areas (LSAs) (although turbines outside these areas will be
permitted where it is demonstrated that there will be no unacceptable impact on visual amenity or
landscape character in accordance with Policy DM3). Solar PV Farms (greater than 0.5MW) are also
encouraged in LSAs. However, the type, scale and exact location of any development that may come
forward is unknown and in consequence, it is not possible to determine whether there would be the
potential for adverse effects on designated sites for nature conservation at this stage.
Notwithstanding the above, in identifying the LSAs, the County Council has had regard to designated
nature conservation sites. Whilst some LSAs include designated nature conservations sites including
SPA, SAC and SSSI, the Policy RE1 states that all schemes must include measures to minimise impacts
on (inter alia) biodiversity. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment also requires that all new
development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in
combination with existing or approved development, the natural environment, integrity or conservation
objectives of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites). In consequence, significant
negative effects are not anticipated.
Overall, there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Policy RE1 permits proposals for renewable and low carbon energy development, subject to specific
criteria. With regard to wind energy proposals, the policy directs development as follows:
 Wind energy proposals greater than 25 MW are directed to appropriate locations within or close to
Strategic Search Areas (SSAs) (as identified in Technical Advice Note (TAN) 8).
 Wind energy proposals less than 25 MW will only be permitted where criteria 3-7 of Policy RE1 are
met.
It should be noted that for wind energy, the Powys Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Assessment
(REA)2 included the constraints criteria to avoid ‘all statutory environmental designations (SAC, SPA,
SSSI)’. Further, when considering LSAs for wind, an additional biodiversity constraint was considered,
‘species-specific foraging range buffers applied to SPAs (addition)’. As a consequence, for onshore

2

AECOM (2017) Powys Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Assessment.
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
wind, based on the assumptions applied in the REA and including the additional constraints, it has not
been possible to define LSAs for onshore wind technologies in the range 5-25MW for local authoritywide scale developments.
In terms of Solar PV, development proposals between 5 and 50 MW are directed to appropriate locations
within the boundaries of Local Search Areas (LSAs). Outside of LSAs, proposals will only be permitted
where criteria 3-7 of Policy RE1 are met. Other technologies are supported in or close to SSAs and
Solar LSAs provided that they do not prejudice the purpose of the SSA or LSA.
There is the potential for renewable and low carbon energy development to affect designated nature
conservation sites. Adverse effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during construction
and in the longer term once development is complete. Effects may be direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due
to land take) or indirect (for example, adverse effects on interest features due to emissions to air,
disturbance or collision). However, the type, scale and exact location of any development that may
come forward is unknown. Notwithstanding this, Policy RE1 does stipulate siting requirements, stating
that proposals should not have an unacceptable impact on (inter alia) the natural environment. The
policy also sets out that proposals must comply with all other relevant policies in the LDP and in this
regard, Strategic Policy SP7 – Safeguarding of Strategic Resources and Assets stipulates that proposals
must not have unacceptable adverse impacts on (inter alia) land designated at the international,
European and/or national level for environmental protection. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment
also requires that all new developments must not unacceptably adversely affect the natural environment
including designated nature conservation sites. Further, the proposed LSAs for Solar PV have been
informed by the REA. Through a staged approach to their identification, statutory designated
conservation sites such as European designated sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest and National
Nature Reserves have been excluded from the LSAs. In consequence, significant negative effects on
this objective are not anticipated. This conclusion is consistent with the Habitats Regulations
Assessment of the LDP.
Overall, there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats
identified in the
Powys Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42 List.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Renewable energy and low carbon development has the potential to result in habitat loss and
disturbance of species. Adverse effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during
construction and in the longer term once development is complete. Effects may be direct (e.g. the loss
of habitat due to land take) or indirect (for example, adverse effects on species due to emissions to air).
However, there may be opportunities through the development of sites to minimise adverse effects and
generate benefits through, for example, biodiversity enhancements. However, the type, scale and exact
location of any development that may come forward is unknown and in consequence, it is not possible to
determine whether there would be the potential for adverse effects on biodiversity at this stage.
Policy RE1 does stipulate siting requirements including consideration of biodiversity which has the
potential to reduce negative impacts on habitats and species identified at the planning application stage.
Further, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development, the natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives of European
protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites), and a range of reserves and sites important to biodiversity.
Policy DM2 also requires that in addition to the requirements set out in National Guidance, all proposals
for development will be permitted where they ‘protect, positively manage and wherever possible enhance
biodiversity and geodiversity interests and produce a net gain for the county including the enhanced
connectivity of habitats’. as noted above Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new
developments must not unacceptably adversely affect the natural environment including designated
nature conservation sites and important habitats and species. Policy DM2 also stipulates that proposals
for development will be permitted where they ‘protect, positively manage and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity interests’. In consequence, significant negative effects on this objective are not anticipated.
Overall there is an uncertain impact on this objective.
Mitigation
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
No further mitigation is required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

3. Enhance the
provision of
housing,
employment
and community
services to
meet the needs
of the
population and
in response to
demographic
changes.

P

P

Likely significant effects
Policy RE1 enables the provision of energy from renewable and low carbon sources including
community-led projects and district level schemes which can meet the needs of local communities. This
policy has also been derived to address meeting legally binding targets resulting from climate change,
economic opportunities and security of supply, hence meeting identified future needs. Therefore this
policy has been assessed as having a positive impact on this objective.
Overall there is a minor positive impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

4. Promote
improvement
in community
safety.

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy RE1 relates to proposals for renewable energy
development only and has no direct relationship with community safety. The policy does state, however,
that proposals will only be permitted subject to, inter alia, the development not compromising highway
safety.
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy RE1 relates to proposals for renewable energy
development only and has no direct relationship with human health and opportunities for healthy living.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and

0

0

Likely significant effects
Whilst the exact location, type and scale of development that may come forward under this policy is
unknown, Policy RE1 requires that renewable and low carbon energy development will only be permitted
subject to, inter alia, there being no unacceptable effects on residential amenity, amongst other
conditions. Further, Policy DM153 - Design and Resources which applies to all development, requires
that the amenities enjoyed by occupants or users of nearby or proposed properties shall not be
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1
risk to human
health.

Cumulative effect

Commentary
unacceptably affected by levels of noise, dust, air pollution, litter, odour, hours of operation, overlooking
or any other planning matter. This will further mitigate against potential sources of nuisance and risk to
human health. (which applies to all development), requires that the amenities enjoyed by occupants or
users of nearby properties shall not be unacceptably affected by levels of noise, dust, air pollution, litter,
odour, hours of operation, overlooking or any other planning matter. This policy provision will further
mitigate against potential sources of nuisance and risk to human health that could arise for renewable
and low carbon energy development. It should also be noted that in identifying LSAs for Solar PV, a
500m buffer from buildings has been applied in recognition of the potential for adverse impacts on
amenity associated with the construction of solar schemes.
Overall there is neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

7. To protect
soils that are
classified as
being
important for
carbon storage
and
agriculture.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that new renewable energy developments are likely to take place in the open
countryside and which could affect soils, the scale and exact location of new development is unknown at
this stage.
Whilst it is recognised that new renewable and low carbon energy developments are likely to take place
in the open countryside (many of the LSAs identified for Solar PV are in countryside locations for
example) which could affect soils, the scale and exact location of new development is unknown at this
stage. However, it is noted that in identifying the LSAs for Solar PV, the County Council has sought to
exclude areas of peat land and of grades 1-4 agricultural quality. It is however noted that ALC Grades
3b and 4 could be used for the growing of biomass to support other technologies.
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Overall there is an uncertain impact on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

8. To prevent
contamination
of land and
support
remediation as
part of new
development.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Contamination of land and support for remediation as part of new development is uncertain because
contamination issues and their extent are largely unknown prior to site development. The exact location
of new development proposed under Policy RE1 is unknown and therefore an uncertain impact is
identified against this objective. However, any contamination issues identified as part of new
development enabled by Policy RE1 would be mitigated by Policy DM910 – Contaminated and Unstable
Land which requires that proposals on contaminated land shall not result in any additional contamination
problems and that any new development is assessed to ensure contamination risks are acceptable and
addressed.
Overall there is an uncertain impact effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1
9. To maintain
?
and improve
water quality
and quantity.

Cumulative effect
?

Commentary
Likely significant effects
Renewable energy and low carbon development may result in increased surface water run-off
(particularly where development results in the loss of greenfield land) and contamination of water
sources (depending on the use, proximity to watercourses and any discharges). The magnitude of
effects in this regard will depend on the nature, location and scale of development proposed which is
currently unknown. However, it is important to note that in identifying the LSAs, the County Council has
had regard to proximity to inland waters. Further, other policies contained in the LDP will help to offset
adverse effects in this regard. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, in particular, requires that all new
development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in
combination with existing or approved development, the achievement of the Water Framework
Directive’s overarching objectives. Further, Policy DM2 requires proposals near a watercourse to be
acceptably managed to protect water quality and DM5 – Flood Prevention and Land Drainage requires
satisfactory provision for land drainage and SuDS. Finally DM15 – Design and Resources requires all
development to demonstrate sustainable and an efficient use of resources by including measures to
achieve water conservation and efficiency which addresses quantity. However, Policy RE1 requires that
proposals should not have an unacceptable adverse impact on (inter alia) the natural environment and
groundwater quality. It also requires that proposals comply with other LDP policies that will help to offset
adverse effects in this regard. In this context, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, in particular,
requires that all new developments must not unacceptably adversely affect the achievement of the Water
Framework Directive’s overarching objectives. Further, Policy DM6 – Flood Prevention and Land
Drainage requires satisfactory provision for land drainage and SuDS. Finally Policy DM13 – Design and
Resources requires all development to demonstrate sustainable and an efficient use of resources by
including measures to achieve water conservation and efficiency which addresses quantity.
Overall there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

10. To protect
and improve
air quality in
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

Cumulative effect

?

?

Commentary
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.
Likely significant effects
The impact of Policy RE1 is uncertain because the exact location and nature of development proposed is
unknown. However, the policy states that proposals will only be permitted subject to, inter alia, that there
will be no unacceptable impacts on residential amenity, which could include air quality, and no LSAs
contain AQMAs. It should also be noted that Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires that new
development should not have a negative impact on amenities including air pollution. Policy DM15A4 also
includes provisions in relation to air quality management.
Overall an uncertain impact is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

11. To reduce
flood risk.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy RE1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on flood risk. Whilst it is recognised that
any new development may increase surface water run-off and increase the risk of flooding elsewhere,
the scale, type and location of future proposals is unknown at this stage.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM56 – Flood Prevention measures and Land Drainage seeks to
implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River Basin Management Plans and
Catchment Flood Management Plans together with the recommendations of the LDP’s Strategic Flood
Consequences Assessment (Stages 1 and 2). This will help to ensure that any new development does
not increase flood risk.
Overall, Policy RE1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary

Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.
12. To reduce
greenhouse
gas emissions.

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that renewable and low carbon energy development will increase greenhouse gas
emissions during construction, the effects of Policy RE1 on this objective are positive because the
generation of renewable energy should lead to a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. The intent of
the policy is to permit proposals for renewable and low carbon energy development subject to a number
of criteria.
Overall, Policy RE1 has been assessed as having a major positive effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

13. To protect
Mineral
Resources
from

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy RE1 is considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective because the type, location and
scale of this type of development is unknown. However, development permitted in accordance with
Policy RE1 will be required to adhere to Strategic Policy SP7 which stipulates that proposals should not
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

Cumulative effect

Commentary
have an unacceptable adverse impact on (inter alia) Mineral Resource Areas. This would mitigate
against any negative impacts on mineral resources and their extraction.
Should development be considered in accordance with Policy RE1, the development would be required
to adhere to Policy M1 – Existing Minerals Sites which enables appropriate extensions to existing
operations, Policy M2 which restricts new permanent extraction sites and Policy M3 which enables
temporary mineral workings in accordance with National Policy/Guidance. This would mitigate against
any negative impacts on mineral resources and their extraction.
Overall an uncertain effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

14. To protect
important
material assets
including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure
from
incompatible
development.

0

0

Likely significant effects
Whilst the exact type, scale and location of development that may come forward under Policy RE1 is
unknown, in identifying the LSAs, the County Council has had regard to proximity to highways and
railway lines. Further, the policy states that proposals must not compromise highways safety.
The construction of renewable and low carbon energy schemes associated with the implementation of
Policy RE1 could have short term and temporary adverse effects on the highways network depending on
the scale and location of development which is currently unknown. However, any proposal would be
determined in accordance with those policies of the LDP that seek to manage the transport impacts of
development (such as Strategic Policy SP7) and Policy RE1 itself sets out that proposals must not
compromise highways safety. Finally, it is important to note that in in identifying the LSAs for Solar PV,
the County Council has had regard to proximity to transportation infrastructure by excluding (inter alia)
land intersected by a class 1 or class 2 highway.
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary

Overall, a neutral effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.
15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys historic
environment
including its
diversity, local
distinctiveness
and heritage.

?

?

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for any new development to adversely affect cultural heritage assets. In terms of
renewable energy development, adverse effects may be direct (for example, the loss of or damage to an
asset) or indirect (for example, effects on the settings of assets) and may occur in both the short term
during construction and in the longer term once development is complete. However, the REA has
excluded ‘All statutory historic designations’ from both wind energy and solar energy and therefore
reduced the risks of likely adverse effects occurring.
It is not possible to ascertain if Policy RE1 would have effects on Powys’ historic environment at this
stage as the exact type, scale and location of development proposed is unknown. However, it is
important to note that the County Council has had regard to proximity to (inter alia) scheduled
monuments and listed buildings in identifying the LSAs. Although the LSAs do include some assets, the
policy notes that proposals will be required to demonstrate that measures have been taken to minimise
impacts on (inter-alia) the historic environment whilst Policy DM15- Design and Resources requires the
design, layout, size, scale, mass and materials of any new development to compliment and wherever
possible enhance the character of the surrounding area. However, Policy RE1 does stipulate siting
requirements, stating that proposals should not have an unacceptable impact on (inter alia) the historic
environment. The policy also sets out that proposals must comply with all other relevant policies in the
LDP and in this regard, Policy DM13- Design and Resources requires the design, layout, size, scale,
mass and materials of any new development to complement and wherever possible enhance the
character of the surrounding area and take into account heritage assets. It is also important to note that
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
the County Council has had regard to proximity to (inter alia) scheduled monuments in identifying the
LSAs for Solar PVs.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture.

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy RE1 relates to proposals for renewable and low
carbon energy development only and has no direct relationship with the protection and enhancement of
Welsh language and culture.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich

?

?

Likely significant effects
It is recognised that renewable energy development is likely to be proposed in the open countryside
which has the potential to have a negative impact on Powys’ rich natural landscape. Negative effects on
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1
natural
landscape.

Cumulative effect

Commentary
landscape and visual amenity may occur in the short term during construction (for example, due to the
presence of machinery and HGV movements) and in the longer term once development is complete (for
example, due to the scale of development resulting in impacts on the prevailing landscape character and
views).
However, it is expected that measures will be implemented to reduce as far as possible adverse
landscape effects. In this regard, Policy DM34 – Landscape requires that all new development must not
unacceptably adversely affect the characteristics and special qualities of Powys’ landscape and that
proposals will need to:
1) Be appropriate and sensitive in terms of integration, siting, scale and design to the characteristics and
qualities of the landscape including its: topography; development pattern and features; historical and
ecological qualities; open views; and tranquillity; and
2) Have regard to LANDMAP, Registered Historic Landscapes, adjacent protected landscapes (National
Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and the visual amenity enjoyed by users of both Powys
landscapes and adjoining areas.
and adjacent protected landscapes (National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and the
visual amenity of those areas. Policy RE1 also states that proposals should not have an unacceptable
adverse impact on (inter alia) the valued characteristics and qualities of the landscape, residential
amenity and dark skies. will be required to demonstrate that measures have been taken to minimise
impacts on (inter-alia) the natural environment, landscape and visual amenity. Notwithstanding this, it is
not possible to ascertain if Policy RE1 would have effects on Powys’ rich natural landscape because the
exact location of new development is unknown.
For wind energy, the REA methodology included the constraints criteria to avoid ”Looking out” buffers of
7km for Protected Landscapes of National Parks and AONBs’. As a consequence, for onshore wind,
based on the assumptions applied in the REA and including the additional constraints, it has not been
possible to define LSAs for onshore wind technologies below 25MW for local authority-wide scale
developments.
In identifying LSAs for Solar PV, the County Council has excluded (inter alia) designated landscapes
including National Parks, AONB and Registered Historic Landscapes (with a 3.5km buffer also applied to
National Parks and AONBs). Following the application of constraints information, remaining land parcels
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
have also been subject to a detailed landscape sensitivity study in order to exclude potentially unsuitable
land. This has assessed:
 the landscape value derived from the National Resources Wales (NRW) LandMap database,
drawing on the “particularly informative” and “Main Drivers” criteria as identified in Guidance
Note 1, published by NRW;
 the susceptibility of the landscape to a particularly development type (in this case, solar PV
technology); and
 the resultant sensitivity of the landscape defined by a matrix assessing landscape value against
susceptibility to the development.
Notwithstanding the mitigating factors above, it is not possible to ascertain if Policy RE1 would have
effects on Powys’ rich natural landscape because the exact type, scale and location of new development
is unknown.
Overall there is an uncertain impact identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.

18. To protect
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Whilst the LSAs contain RIGS, it is not possible to ascertain if Policy RE1 would have effects on such
assets It is not possible to ascertain if Policy RE1 would have effects on RIGS because the exact type,
scale and location of development is unknown. Notwithstanding this, Policy DM2 – The Natural
Environment requires that all new development must not unacceptably adversely affect either RIGS and
Geological Conservation Review Sites which would mitigate against any identified negative impacts at
planning application stage.
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Renewable Energy Policy (RE1)
SEA Objective
Policy
RE1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale and location of development which may occur under Policy RE1 is unknown at this
stage.
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5
1. To protect
N
?
?
P
P/?
?
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

Commentary
Likely significant effects
Policy M1 supports appropriate extensions to existing mineral sites. Policy M1 has
been assessed as having a minor negative impact on designated sites. This is because
some existing minerals sites are located within proximity to designated sites and
therefore extensions to existing sites have the potential for negative impacts.
Policy M2 enables new mineral sites (subject to the requirements of the policy) and
Policy M3 enables temporary mineral workings, however, as the location of
development that may come forward under these policies is not known, it is not
possible to determine whether there would be the potential for adverse effects on
designated sites for nature conservation at this stage. Therefore an uncertain impact
on this objective is identified.
Policy M4 states that any adverse impacts on sites of nature conservation importance
must be demonstrated to be within acceptable levels, minimising the risk to these sites.
Whilst it is possible that under Policy M5 new sites of nature conservation importance
may be created, this is not a direct requirement of the policy and as such whether it
would happen in the long term is uncertain.
In regard to new development enabled by Policies M1 to M3 policy DM2 – The Natural
Environment requires that all new development must not compromise, or unacceptably
adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved
development the natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives of European
protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites). As a result the potential for adverse
effects would be limited.

Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary

Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified at this stage.
2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats
identified in the
Powys Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42 List.

?

?

?

P

P

?

Likely significant effects
Policies M1 to M3 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective
because the exact location of new development proposed is unknown/unspecified at
this stage.
Any new development has the potential to result in habitat loss and disturbance of
species. Adverse effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during
construction and in the longer term once development is complete. Effects may be
direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due to land take) or indirect (for example, adverse effects
on species due to emissions to air). However, there may be opportunities through the
new development to minimise adverse effects and generate benefits through, for
example, biodiversity enhancements.
Policy M4 states that any adverse impacts on sites of nature conservation importance
must be demonstrated to be within acceptable levels, which is assessed as being an
indirect benefit to BAP habitats and species. Policy M5 seeks to restore land to
woodland, conservation or amenity uses in the long term, which again is considered an
indirect benefit to BAP habitats and species.
Whilst it is noted that the exact location, scale and type of development that may come
forward under the minerals policies is unknown, and nNew development enabled will
be mitigated through Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment which requires that all
new development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on
their own or in combination with existing or approved development European Protected
Sites and Habitats the natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives of
European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites), and a range of other reserves
and sites important to biodiversity. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, also,
requires that in addition to the requirements set out in National Guidance, all proposals
for development will be permitted where they (inter alia) conserve and where possible
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
enhance the nature heritage of sites. ‘protect, positively manage and wherever
possible enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests and produce a net gain for the
county including the enhanced connectivity of habitats.
Overall, Policies M1 to M35 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under minerals policies is
unknown/unspecified.

3. Enhance the
provision of
housing,
employment
and community
services to
meet the needs
of the
population and
in response to
demographic
changes.

P

P

P

0

0

P

Likely significant effects
Policy M1 seeks to meet the county’s contribution to the South Wales regional
aggregate supply of 2.51 million tonnes per annum of hard rock. Sites included in this
policy will continue to meet the county’s contribution during the plan period which
directly contributes to meeting the needs of the population and hence this Policy is
identified to have a positive effect on this objective.
The extent to which local employment opportunities are generated as a result of new
minerals development is uncertain at this stage and will depend on the nature of the
jobs created and the capacity of the local labour market to meet new mineral
developments requirements.
Policies M2 and M3 could enable new mineral development which has the potential to
create local employment opportunities. However, the extent to which local employment
opportunities are generated as a result of minerals development is unknown at this
stage.
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
Policy M4 and M5 are not directly relevant to the creation of new employment
opportunities.
Overall a minor positive impact has been identified against this objective.
Mitigation
Not required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The extent to which local employment opportunities are generated as a result of new
minerals development is uncertain at this stage and will depend on the nature of the
jobs created and the capacity of the local labour market to meet development
requirements.

4. Promote
improvement
in community
safety.

0

0

0

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
Minerals policies are likely to have a neutral effect on the promotion of community
safety as there is no known direct correlation between minerals development and
community safety. There may be the potential that any increase in jobs provision
associated with new minerals development could help to reduce crime although this is
uncertain.
Overall, Policies M1 to M35 have been assessed as having a neutral effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
The potential for the creation of jobs associated with new minerals development
delivery to reduce crime is uncertain.

5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

0

0

0

0

0

0

Likely significant effects
Minerals policies M1 to M35 have been assessed as having a neutral effect on
promoting improvement in human health and opportunities for healthy living because
there is no direct correlation between health and new mineral development.
Overall there is a neutral effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health.

?

?

?

P

0

?

Likely significant effects
New minerals development under Policies M1 to M3 may have adverse effects on
human health associated with mining activities in general. However, given the type,
scale and location of development and its subsequent operation enabled by the
mineral Policies is not known the effect new development will have on this objective. In
addition, Policy M4 states that permission would only be granted where works would
not have a significant adverse effect on human health.
Further, it would be expected that any adverse effects resulting from proposed new
mining development (such as development enabled by policies M2 and M3) would be
minimised through appropriate construction management. There is also the potential
for adverse effects associated with the operation of new minerals development,
depending on its nature and the proximity of sensitive receptors.

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

239

Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
Policy M3 highlights that given the size of Powys sometimes it will be environmentally
and economically advantageous to allow ‘borrow pits’ which stop the need to import
quarried stone over long distances with the associated disturbance and environmental
impacts. Any new development enable by this policy would need to comply with
national policy/guidance which would enable mitigation against negative impacts
associated with this objective.
Finally, Policy DM15 - Design and Resources requires the amenities enjoyed by
occupants or users of nearby or proposed properties shall not be unacceptably
affected by levels of noise, dust, air pollution, litter, odour, hours of operation,
overlooking or any other planning matter and Policy DM8 – Existing Mineral Workings
stipulates buffer zones required for mining operations. These policies will further
mitigate against potential sources of nuisance and risk to human health.
Policy M5 is not relevant to this objective.
Overall there is an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.

7. To protect
soils that are
classified as
being
important for
carbon storage

?

?

?

P

P

?

Likely significant effects
Policies M1 to M3 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Whilst it is recognised that some new mining development would be located on
greenfield land that is currently in agricultural use, the location of development that
may come forward under these policies is not known and therefore it is not possible to
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5
and
agriculture.

Commentary
determine whether there would be the potential for adverse effects on soils at this
stage.

Policy M4 includes specific criteria relating to the protection of surface water and
groundwater which would, indirectly, benefit soil resources.
Policy M5 has also been assessed as having a positive effect on this objective as it
encourages the restoration and aftercare of land for its beneficial reuse and
enhancement.
Overall there is an uncertain effect against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.
8. To prevent
contamination
of land and
support
remediation as
part of new
development.

?

?

?

0

P

?

Likely significant effects
Contamination of land and support for remediation as part of new development is
uncertain because contamination issues and their extent are largely unknown prior to
site development. The exact location of development to come forward under Policies
M1 to M3 is unknown and therefore an uncertain effect is identified. However, Policy
M5 has been assessed as having a positive effect on this objective as it encourages
the restoration and aftercare of land for its beneficial reuse and enhancement.
Policy DM910 – Contaminated and Unstable Land also requires that proposals on
contaminated land shall not result in any additional contamination problems and that
any new development is assessed to ensure contamination risks are acceptable and
addressed.
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary

Overall there is an uncertain effect against this objective.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.
9. To maintain
and improve
water quality
and quantity.

?

?

?

P

0

?

Likely significant effects
It is acknowledged that minerals development enabled by these policies would result in
increased water use during the duration of the mining operation. Buildings associated
with mining development also may be required which may also result in increased
surface water run-off (particularly where development results in the loss of greenfield
land) and contamination of water sources (depending on the use, proximity to
watercourses and any discharges), the magnitude of effects in this regard will depend
on the nature, location and scale of development which is unknown at this stage.
Policies M1 to M3 have therefore been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this
objective as both the scale (and, therefore, demand for water resources) and location
of new development is uncertain at this stage. However, Policy M4 seeks to ensure
that potential impacts on groundwater resources, surface water resources and water
supplies are identified and demonstrated to be within acceptable limits, protecting
water quality and quantity. Further, it is noted that other policies contained in the LDP
will help to offset adverse effects in this regard. Policy DM2 – The Natural
Environment, in particular, requires that all new development must not unacceptably
adversely affect the achievement of the Water Framework Directives overarching
objectives. Further Policy DM2 requires proposals near a watercourse to be acceptably
managed to protect water quality and DM153 – Design and Resources requires all
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
development to demonstrate sustainable and an efficient use of resources by including
measures to achieve water conservation and efficiency which addresses quantity.
Policy M5 is not relevant to this objective.

Overall, the suite of minerals policies have been assessed as having an uncertain
effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.
10. To protect
and improve
air quality in
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

?

?

?

P

0

?

Likely significant effects
It is recognised that any new development would have a negative effect on air quality
(however minor). Adverse impacts on air quality such as an increase in transport
associated with mineral extraction could occur as a result of new mineral development.
It could be argued that Policy M3 which enables temporary mineral workings to supply
a particular construction project could have a positive impact on air quality in
association with stopping a need to import quarried stone over long distances.
However, the impact of Policies M1 to M3 is uncertain because the exact location and
nature of development proposed is unknown.
Policy M4 seeks to ensure that the best practicable means are identified to control
dust, smoke and fumes and also to ensure that operations do not cause a deterioration
in local air quality. This has been assessed as having a positive impact on this
objective. It is also noted that Policy DM153 - Design and Resources requires that new
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
development should not have a negative impact on amenities including air pollution
which would mitigate possible negative impacts.
Policy M5 is not relevant to this objective.
Overall an uncertain impact is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.

11. To reduce
flood risk.

?

?

?

P

0

?

Likely significant effects
Policies M1 to M3 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on flood risk.
Whilst it is considered unlikely, any new buildings associated with minerals
development may increase surface water run-off and increase the risk of flooding
elsewhere. However, the exact location of any such new development is unknown and
therefore the policies have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this
objective.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM6 – Flood Prevention Measures and Land
Drainage seeks to implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River
Basin Management Plans and Catchment Flood Management Plans together with the
recommendations of the LDP’s Strategic Flood Consequences Assessment (Stages 1
and 2). This will help to ensure that any new minerals development does not increase
flood risk.
Policy M4 seeks to ensure that potential impacts on surface water, ground water and
water supply are not unacceptably effected, which would be expected to have an
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
indirect benefit on flood risk through the appropriate management of the water
environment.
Policy M5 is not relevant to this objective.
Overall, Policies M1 to M35 have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location and scale of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3
is unknown/unspecified.

12. To reduce
greenhouse
gas emissions.

?

?

?

?

Likely significant effects
Any new development (however minor) will increase greenhouse gas emissions during
both construction and operation. Notwithstanding, Policy DM15 – Design and
Resources requires detailed and site specific planning matters to be addressed at
application stage which will provide some mitigation against an increase in greenhouse
gas emissions proposed by new tourism development. Given the exact location, scale
and type of development enabled by the suite of tourism policies is unknown an
uncertain effect has been identified.
Overall, the minerals policies have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
None.
Uncertainties
The exact scale and location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3
is unknown/unspecified.

13. To protect
Mineral
Resources
from
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

P

P

0

0

0

P

Likely significant effect
Policy M1 was assessed as having a positive impact on this objective. This policy
supports appropriate extensions to existing minerals/coal sites where they would help
maintain a steady and adequate supply, address shortages and bring clear
environmental, economic or social benefits. It also identifies that for all application, the
use of conditions will be considered to ensure the environmental impacts of the
proposed operations are mitigated appropriately.
Policy M2 permits new permanent sites for the winning of hard rock, sand and gravel,
or coal which accord with the requirements of National Policy and other criteria
contained within the policy. Policy M3 further supports temporary mineral workings in
accordance with national guidance where they are economically and environmentally
advantageous only. Policy M1 and M2 are assessed as having a positive impact on
this objective, whilst Policy M3 has a neutral impact on this objective.
Policies M4 and M5 would not affect this objective.
Overall, a minor positive effect is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5
14. To protect
important
material assets
including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure
from
incompatible
development.

?

?

?

P

0

?

Commentary

Likely significant effects
Policies M1 to M3 are considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective
because the location and scale of this type of development is unknown.
It is also noted that any new development proposed under policies M1 to M3 will be
mitigated through Policy SP7 – Safeguarding of Strategic Resources and Assets which
protects important material assets and their operations from incompatible development
associated with mining.
Policy M4 seeks to ensure that suitable access and transport routes are maintained,
potentially avoiding unnecessary vehicle movements on the strategic transport
network.
Policy M5 would not affect this objective.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.

15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys historic
environment

?

?

?

P

0

?

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for minerals development to adversely affect cultural heritage
assets. Adverse effects may be direct (for example, the loss of or damage to an asset)
or indirect (for example, effects on the settings of assets) and may occur in both the
short term during construction and in the longer term once development is complete.
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5
including its
diversity, local
distinctiveness
and heritage.

Commentary
However, it is not possible to ascertain if Policies M1 to M3 would have effects on
Powys’ historic environment because the type and scale and location of development
is unknown.
Any development proposed under Policies M1 to M3 will be considered in accordance
with national policy and Policy DM135 – Design and Natural Resources, the latter
includes criteria relating to Conservation Areas and protection of non-designated
assets. Policy DM135 also requires the design, layout, size, scale, mass and materials
of any new development to complement and wherever possible enhance the character
of the surrounding area. This will address identified diversity, local distinctiveness and
heritage.
Policy M4 seek to ensure that sites of historic and/or cultural importance are identified
and any adverse impacts are demonstrated to be acceptable, protecting historic
assets.
Policy M5 would not affect this objective.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location and scale of development proposed under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.

16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh

P

P

P

0

0

P

Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that the exact location of new minerals development enabled
through Policies M1 to M3 is unknown, the suite of policies have been assessed as
having a positive effect on this objective as new mineral development has the potential
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5
language and
culture.

Commentary
to bring the creation of local jobs associated with new development. In this regard
minerals sites identified in Policies M1 and M2 are located in Ystradgynlais, an area
which is identified by the LDP as having more than 25% welsh speakers. Any
additional local employment opportunities in this area associated with mining
development will potentially enable Welsh speakers to work within their own
communities and assist in the prevention of out migration of young Welsh speakers.
Overall, Policies M1 to M35 have been assessed as having a minor positive effect on
this objective.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich
natural
landscape.

?

?

?

P

P

?

Likely significant effects
Policies M1 to M3 support new minerals development in the open countryside and as a
result, there is the potential for localised adverse effects on landscape and visual
amenity. Negative effects on landscape and visual amenity may occur in the short term
during construction and medium term during mining operations (for example, due to the
presence of machinery and HGV movements). However, it is expected that measures
will be implemented to reduce as far as possible adverse landscape effects.
Policy M4 requires impacts on sites of landscape importance to be demonstrated as
acceptable and for landscape and visual impacted to be minimised in accordance with
Policy DM4. In this regard, Policy DM34 – Landscape requires that all new
development must not unacceptably adversely the characteristics and special qualities
of Powys landscape.
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
However, it is not possible to ascertain if Policies M1 to M3 would have effects on
Powys rich natural landscape because their potential location is unknown.
Policy M5 requires submission of a comprehensive landscaping scheme to restore
sites following the end of operational use. This has been assessed as having a positive
impact on this objective.
Overall, the minerals policies have been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this
objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.

18. To protect
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

?

?

?

0

0

?

Likely significant effects
It is not possible to ascertain if Policies M1 to M3 would have effects on RIGS because
the location of development enabled by these policies is unknown.
Notwithstanding, any new development would need to comply with Policy DM2 – The
Natural Environment which requires that all new development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development RIGS and Geological Conservation Review Sites.
Policies M4 and M5 are not relevant to this objective.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
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Minerals Policies (M1, M2 and, M3, M4 and M5)
SEA Objective
Policies
Cumulative effect
M1 M2
M3 M4 M5

Commentary
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policies M1 to M3 is
unknown/unspecified.

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

251

Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1
1. To protect
?
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

Cumulative effect
?

Commentary
Likely significant effects
Policy C1 relates to proposals for community facilities and indoor recreation facilities. In terms of locational
requirements, the policy requires new community facilities and indoor recreation facilities to be located
within or adjoining settlements. Whilst it is recognised that the exact location of community facilities is
unknown it is considered that these locational requirements will mean that proposals are less likely to
impact on designated sites than if they were proposed in the open countryside. However, given the
unknown nature of exactly where new development will take place an uncertain impact on this objective is
identified.
Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved development
the natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura
2000 sites). As a result the potential for adverse effects under this policy would be limited.
Overall there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified at this stage.

2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats
identified in the
Powys Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42 List.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Any new development has the potential to result in habitat loss and disturbance of species. Adverse
effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during construction and in the longer term once
development is complete. Effects may be direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due to land take) or indirect (for
example, adverse effects on species due to emissions to air). However, there may be opportunities
through the development of sites to minimise adverse effects and generate benefits through, for example,
biodiversity enhancements.
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved development
European Protected Sites and Habitats the natural environment, integrity or conservation objectives of
European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites), and a range of other reserves and sites important
to biodiversity. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, also, requires that in addition to the requirements
set out in National Guidance, all proposals for development will be permitted where they (inter alia)
conserve and where possible enhance the nature heritage of sites. ‘protect, positively manage and
wherever possible enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests and produce a net gain for the county
including the enhanced connectivity of habitats.
Policy C1 relates to proposals in or adjoining settlements, so whilst it is recognised that these location
requirements pose less risk to habitats and species than development located in the open countryside the
type, scale and exact location of developments remains unknown. Therefore an uncertain impact on this
objective is identified.
Overall there is an uncertain impact on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified at this stage.

3. Enhance the
provision of
housing,
employment
and community
services to
meet the needs
of the

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy C1 has been assessed as having a major positive impact on this objective. Policy C1 enables a
range of community facilities including community centres, youth centres, libraries, leisure centres, public
swimming pools, other recreational facilities, museums, art galleries, theatres, places of worship, colleges,
schools, hospitals, surgeries, emergency service stations and courts. The locational requirements of the
policy support an enhancement in the provision of community services to meet the needs of the population
by requiring new development in sustainable locations that are accessible to a wide range of users which
supports a positive impact on meeting future needs and responding to demographic change.
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1
population and
in response to
demographic
changes.

Cumulative effect

Commentary

Overall there is a major positive impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

4. Promote
improvement
in community
safety.

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy C1 relates to proposals for community facilities
development only and has no direct relationship with community safety.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

PP

PP

Likely significant effects
Policy C1 will enables a range of community facilities including community centres, youth centres,
libraries, leisure centres, public swimming pools, other recreational facilities, museums, art galleries,
theatres, places of worship, colleges, schools, hospitals, surgeries, emergency service stations and
courts. Sporting facilities enabled by this policy will promote improvement in human health and
opportunities for healthy living. Further the locational requirements of this policy (i.e. that development will
be located in or adjoining settlements) and the requirement that facilities that generate a high level of
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
travel demand to serve an area wider than just the local geographical community should be located in
Towns provides best opportunities to enable access through sustainable forms of travel such as walking
and cycling, further promoting healthy living. This policy has been assessed as having a major positive
impact on this objective.
Overall there is a major positive impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health.

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy C1 relates to proposals for new community facilities
only and has no direct relationship with the prevention or minimisation of nuisance and risk to human
health.
Notwithstanding that no direct relationship is identified should any new development pose risk to human
health, Policy DM153 - Design and Resources requires the amenities enjoyed by occupants or users of
nearby or proposed properties shall not be unacceptably affected by levels of noise, dust, air pollution,
litter, odour, hours of operation, overlooking or any other planning matter. This will further mitigate against
potential sources of nuisance and risk to human health.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1

Cumulative effect

Commentary

Uncertainties
None identified
7. To protect
soils that are
classified as
being
important for
carbon storage
and
agriculture.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy C1 relates to proposals for community facilities in or adjoining settlements. Whilst it is recognised
that some new community facility developments will take place adjoining settlements (and land of this
nature may be in use for agriculture) given the unknown nature of the exact location of new development
an uncertain impact is identified.
Overall there is an uncertain impact on this objective.
Overall an uncertain effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified.

8. To prevent
contamination
of land and
support
remediation as
part of new
development.

?

?

Likely significant effects
It is acknowledged that contamination of land and support for remediation as part of new development is
uncertain because contamination issues and their extent are largely unknown prior to site development.
The exact location of new development proposed under Policy C1 is unknown and therefore an uncertain
impact is identified against this objective.
Further, any contamination issues identified as part of development enabled by Policy W1 are mitigated by
Policy DM910 – Contaminated and Unstable Land which requires that proposals on contaminated land
shall not result in any additional contamination problems and that any new development is assessed to
ensure contamination risks are acceptable and addressed.
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Overall there is an uncertain impact effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development likely to come forward under this policy is unknown/unspecified.

9. To maintain
and improve
water quality
and quantity.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Any new development may result in increased surface water run-off (particularly where development
results in the loss of greenfield land) and contamination of water sources (depending on the use, proximity
to watercourses and any discharges). The magnitude of effects in this regard will depend on the nature,
location and scale of development proposed. However, Policy C1 has been assessed as having an
uncertain effect on this objective as both the scale (and, therefore, demand for water resources) and
location of new development is uncertain at this stage.
It should be noted that other policies contained in the LDP will help to offset adverse effects in this regard.
Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, in particular, requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development the achievement of the Water Framework Directives overarching objectives.
Further Policy DM56 – Flood Prevention Measures and Land Drainage requires proposals near a
watercourse to be acceptably managed to protect water quality and DM153 – Design and Resources
requires all development to demonstrate sustainable and an efficient use of resources by including
measures to achieve water conservation and efficiency which addresses quantity.
Overall there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified.

10. To protect
and improve
air quality in
Powys and in
particular the
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

?

?

Likely significant effects
The impact of Policy C1 is uncertain because the exact location and nature of development proposed is
unknown. However, it should be noted that Policy DM153 - Design and Resources requires that new
development should not have a negative impact on amenities including air pollution.
Overall an uncertain impact is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

11. To reduce
flood risk.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy C1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on flood risk. Whilst it is recognised that any
new development may increase surface water run-off and increase the risk of flooding elsewhere, the
location of future proposals is unknown at this stage.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM56 – Flood Prevention Measures and Land Drainage seeks to
implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River Basin Management Plans and Catchment
Flood Management Plans together with the recommendations of the LDP’s Strategic Flood Consequences
Assessment (Stages 1 and 2). This will help to ensure that any new development does not increase flood
risk.
Overall, Policy C1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type of development which may occur under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified.

12. To reduce
greenhouse
gas emissions.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that any new development (however minor) will increase greenhouse gas emissions
during both construction and operation, the effects of Policy C1 on this objective is uncertain because the
exact quantum, location and nature of development is unknown.
Notwithstanding, Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires detailed and site specific planning
matters to be addressed at application stage which will provide some mitigation against an increase in
greenhouse gas emissions. The policy requires new development to demonstrate sustainable and efficient
use of resources by including measures to achieve energy conservation, the supply of electricity and heat
from renewable resources, water conservation and efficiency and waste reduction which all support a
general reduction in greenhouse gas emissions associated with new development.
Overall, Policy C1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale, design and location of development which may occur under Policy C1 is
unknown/unspecified.
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1
13. To protect
?
Mineral
Resources
from
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

Cumulative effect
?

Commentary
Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that development likely to come forward under this policy will be located in or
adjoining settlements, Policy C1 is considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective because the
location and scale of this type of development is unknown.
Should development be considered in accordance with Policy C1, the development would be required to
adhere to Policy M1 – Existing Minerals Sites which enables appropriate extensions to existing operations,
Policy M2 which restricts new permanent extraction sites and Policy M3 which enables temporary mineral
workings in accordance with National Policy/Guidance. This would mitigate against any negative impacts
on mineral resources and their extraction.
Further, policy M1 supports and enables storage and recycling operations for construction, excavation and
demolition waste within active mineral sites.
Overall an uncertain effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified.

14. To protect
important
material assets
including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy C1 is considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective because the location and scale of
this type of development is unknown. Notwithstanding, should development be considered in accordance
with Policy C1, the development would be required to adhere to with Policy SP7 – Safeguarding of
Strategic Resources and Assets which protects important material assets and their operations from
incompatible development.
Overall an uncertain effect is identified against this objective.
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1
from
incompatible
development.

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified.

15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys historic
environment
including its
diversity, local
distinctiveness
and heritage.

?

?

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for any new development to adversely affect cultural heritage assets. In terms of
development for community uses, it is likely that development such as community centres, museums,
theatres and places of worship which are likely to take place in town centres and potentially be located is
historic buildings/settings. Adverse effects may be direct (for example, the loss of or damage to an asset)
or indirect (for example, effects on the settings of assets) and may occur in both the short term during
construction and in the longer term once development is complete. However, it is not possible to ascertain
if Policy C1 would have effects on Powys’ historic environment. The type and scale and location of
development proposed is unknown.
Any development proposed under Policy C1 will be considered in accordance with national policy and LDP
Policy DM153 – Design and Resources, the latter includes criteria relating to Conservation Areas and
protection of non-designated assets.
Further, Policy DM153 requires the design, layout, size, scale, mass and materials of any new
development to complement and wherever possible enhance the character of the surrounding area. This
will address identified diversity, local distinctiveness and heritage. Finally, Policy C1 states that facilities
should be appropriate in scale and nature to their location.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified
Assumptions
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
None.
Uncertainties
The type, scale and location of development proposed under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified.

16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture.

P

P

Likely significant effects
Policy C1 has been assessed as having a positive effect on this objective as supporting the provision of
local community facilities and services can also protect and enhance the Welsh language.
Community facilities such as village halls and schools are essential to the social and physical well-being of
the community and support the vitality and viability of local communities. These meeting places and
institutions provide opportunities to engage in cultural activities and converse through the medium of welsh
within Welsh speaking communities.
Overall there is a minor positive impact is identified on this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich
natural
landscape.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy C1 enables community facility development within or adjoining settlements. It is recognised that
some development could come forward under this policy on greenfield sites on the periphery of
settlements and as a result, there is the potential for localised adverse effects on landscape and visual
amenity. Negative effects on landscape and visual amenity may occur in the short term during
construction (for example, due to the presence of machinery and HGV movements) and in the longer term
once development is complete (for example, due to the presence of new buildings and associated
infrastructure).
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
However, it is expected that measures will be implemented to reduce as far as possible adverse
landscape effects. In this regard, Policy DM34 - Landscape requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development the characteristics and special qualities of Powys landscape and adjacent
protected landscapes (National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and the visual amenity of
those areas. There is also the potential for development to contribute to and enhance local landscape
character, particularly where proposals involve the reuse or derelict buildings or land. Notwithstanding, it is
not possible to ascertain if Policy C1 would have effects on Powys rich natural landscape because the
exact location of new development is unknown.
Overall there is an uncertain impact identified against this objective
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified.

18. To protect
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

?

?

Likely significant effects
It is not possible to ascertain if Policy C1 would have effects on RIGS because the location of
development proposed is unknown.
Notwithstanding, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development RIGS and Geological Conservation Review Sites which would mitigate against any
identified negative impacts at planning application stage.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
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Community Facilities Policy (C1)
SEA Objective
Policy
C1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy C1 is unknown/unspecified.
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1
1. To protect
?
and enhance
all designated
sites of Nature
Conservation
in the Plan
Area

Cumulative effect
?

Commentary
Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that the Mynydd Epynt Special Area of Conservation is located in/in proximity to
the Sennybridge training area Policy MD1 was assessed as having an uncertain impact on this objective.
This policy only enables operational development associated with military operations (both within this
area and unknown locations elsewhere in Powys) and the exact location of development that may come
forward under this policy is unknown. Further, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment and SP2 –
Safeguarding of Material Assets requires that all new development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination the integrity or conservation
objectives of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites) or the Senny bridge training area. As
a result the potential for adverse effects under this policy would be limited and the exact location of
development which may occur is largely unknown (i.e. anywhere in the county).
Overall there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy MD1 is unknown/unspecified at this
stage.

2. To protect
and enhance
all species and
habitats
identified in the
Powys Local
Biodiversity
Action Plan or
Section 42 List.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Any new development has the potential to result in habitat loss and disturbance of species. Adverse
effects in this regard may occur in both the short term during construction and in the longer term once
development is complete. Effects may be direct (e.g. the loss of habitat due to land take) or indirect (for
example, adverse effects on species due to emissions to air). However, there may be opportunities
through the development of sites to minimise adverse effects and generate benefits through, for
example, biodiversity enhancements.
Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not compromise, or
unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or approved
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
development European Protected Sites and Habitats the natural environment, integrity or conservation
objectives of European protected sites/Habitats (Natura 2000 sites), and a range of other reserves and
sites important to biodiversity. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, also, requires that in addition to
the requirements set out in National Guidance, all proposals for development will be permitted where
they (inter alia) conserve and where possible enhance the nature heritage of sites. ‘protect, positively
manage and wherever possible enhance biodiversity and geodiversity interests and produce a net gain
for the county including the enhanced connectivity of habitats.

Policy MD1 relates to proposals within the Sennybridge training area (which is located in the open
countryside) but also elsewhere in Powys where they sustain operational use of an existing facility. The
type, scale and exact location of developments remains unknown and therefore an uncertain impact on
this objective is identified.
Overall there is an uncertain impact on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation is required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy MD1 is unknown/unspecified at this
stage.
3. Enhance the
provision of
housing,
employment
and community
services to
meet the needs
of the

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy C1 relates to proposals by the MOD for
development within the Sennybridge training area or elsewhere in Powys that sustain operational use of
an existing facility and therefore has no direct relationship with enhancing the provision of housing,
employment and community services to meet future need.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1
population and
in response to
demographic
changes.

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

4. Promote
improvement
in community
safety.

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy C1 relates to proposals by the MOD for
development within the Sennybridge training area or elsewhere in Powys that sustain operational use of
an existing facility and therefore has no direct relationship with promoting improvement in community
safety.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

5. Promote
improvement
in human
health and
opportunities
for healthy
living.

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy C1 relates to proposals by the MOD for
development within the Sennybridge training area or elsewhere in Powys that sustain operational use of
an existing facility and therefore has no direct relationship with promoting improvement in human health
and opportunities for healthy living.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

6. To prevent
or minimise
exposure to
potential
sources of
nuisance and
risk to human
health.

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy C1 relates to proposals by the MOD for
development within the Sennybridge training area or elsewhere in Powys that sustain operational use of
an existing facility and therefore has no direct relationship with the prevention or minimisation of
exposure to sources of nuisance and risk to human health.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None identified.

7. To protect
soils that are
classified as
being
important for
carbon storage
and
agriculture.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy MD1 relates to both the Sennybridge Training Area and elsewhere in Powys and therefore the
exact location of new development that may be proposed under this policy is unknown/unspecified.
Therefore this policy has been assessed as having an uncertain impact on this objective.

Overall an uncertain effect is identified against this objective.
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1

Cumulative effect

Commentary

Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy MD1 is unknown/unspecified.
8. To prevent
contamination
of land and
support
remediation as
part of new
development.

?

?

Likely significant effects
It is acknowledged that contamination of land and support for remediation as part of new development is
uncertain because contamination issues and their extent are largely unknown prior to site development.
The exact location of new development proposed under Policy MD1 is unknown and therefore an
uncertain impact is identified against this objective.
Further, any contamination issues identified as part of development enabled by Policy W1 are mitigated
by Policy DM910 – Contaminated and Unstable Land which requires that proposals on contaminated
land shall not result in any additional contamination problems and that any new development is
assessed to ensure contamination risks are acceptable and addressed.
Overall there is an uncertain impact effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development likely to come forward under this policy is unknown/unspecified.

9. To maintain
and improve

?

?

Likely significant effects
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1
water quality
and quantity.

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Whilst it is recognised that development coming forward under this policy relates only to military
development that sustains operational use of existing facilities and is therefore likely to be minor. Any
new development may result in increased surface water run-off (particularly where development results
in the loss of greenfield land) and contamination of water sources (depending on the use, proximity to
watercourses and any discharges). The magnitude of effects in this regard will depend on the nature,
location and scale of development proposed. Policy MD1 has been assessed as having an uncertain
effect on this objective as both the scale (and, therefore, demand for water resources) and location of
new development is uncertain at this stage.
It should be noted that other policies contained in the LDP will help to offset adverse effects in this
regard. Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment, in particular, requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development the achievement of the Water Framework Directives overarching objectives.
Further Policy DM2 requires proposals near a watercourse to be acceptably managed to protect water
quality and DM153 – Design and Resources requires all development to demonstrate sustainable and an
efficient use of resources by including measures to achieve water conservation and efficiency which
addresses quantity.
Overall there is an uncertain impact against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy MD1 is unknown/unspecified.

10. To protect
and improve
air quality in
Powys and in
particular the

?

?

Likely significant effects
The impact of Policy MD1 is uncertain because the exact location and nature of development proposed
is unknown. However, it should be noted that Policy DM104 Amenities Air Quality Management requires
that new development should not have a negative impact on amenities including air pollution.
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1
Newtown Air
Quality
Management
Area.

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Overall an uncertain impact is identified for this objective.
Mitigation
None.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

11. To reduce
flood risk.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy MD1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on flood risk. Whilst it is recognised that
any new development may increase surface water run-off and increase the risk of flooding elsewhere,
the location of future proposals is unknown at this stage.
Notwithstanding the above, Policy DM56 – Flood Prevention Measures and Land Drainage seeks to
implement and reflect the actions identified in the relevant River Basin Management Plans and
Catchment Flood Management Plans together with the recommendations of the LDP’s Strategic Flood
Consequences Assessment (Stages 1 and 2). This will help to ensure that any new development does
not increase flood risk.
Overall, Policy MD1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
None identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type of development which may occur under Policy MD1 is unknown/unspecified.
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1
12. To reduce
?
greenhouse
gas emissions.

Cumulative effect
?

Commentary
Likely significant effects
Whilst it is recognised that any new development (however minor) will increase greenhouse gas
emissions during both construction and operation, the effects of Policy MD1 on this objective is uncertain
because the exact quantum, location and nature of development is unknown.
Notwithstanding, Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires detailed and site specific planning
matters to be addressed at application stage which will provide some mitigation against an increase in
greenhouse gas emissions. The policy requires new development to demonstrate sustainable and
efficient use of resources by including measures to achieve energy conservation, the supply of electricity
and heat from renewable resources, water conservation and efficiency and waste reduction which all
support a general reduction in greenhouse gas emissions associated with new development.
Overall, Policy MD1 has been assessed as having an uncertain effect on this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact type, scale, design and location of development which may occur under Policy MD1 is
unknown/unspecified.

13. To protect
Mineral
Resources
from
development
that would
preclude
extraction.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy MD1 is considered to have an uncertain impact on this objective because the location and scale of
this type of development is largely unknown.
Should development be considered in accordance with Policy MD1, the development would be required
to adhere to Policy M1 – Existing Minerals Sites which enables appropriate extensions to existing
operations, Policy M2 which restricts new permanent extraction sites and Policy M3 which enables
temporary mineral workings in accordance with National Policy/Guidance. This would mitigate against
any negative impacts on mineral resources and their extraction.

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

272

Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Overall an unknown effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy MD1 is unknown/unspecified.

14. To protect
important
material assets
including
strategic,
transport and
location
specific
infrastructure
from
incompatible
development.

0

0

Likely significant effects
Policy MD1 is considered to have a neutral impact on this objective. Policy MD1 enables proposals by
the MOD for development within the Sennybridge training area (and elsewhere in Powys) where the
proposed development sustains operational use of an existing facility and therefore has no direct
relationship with material assets.
Overall a neutral effect is identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
None.

15. To
understand,
value, protect
and enhance
Powys historic
environment

?

?

Likely significant effects
There is the potential for any new development to adversely affect cultural heritage assets. Adverse
effects may be direct (for example, the loss of or damage to an asset) or indirect (for example, effects on
the settings of assets) and may occur in both the short term during construction and in the longer term
once development is complete. However, it is not possible to ascertain if Policy MD1 would have effects
on Powys’ historic environment. The type and scale and location of development proposed is unknown.
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1
including its
diversity, local
distinctiveness
and heritage.

Cumulative effect

Commentary

Any development proposed under Policy MD1 will be considered in accordance with national policy and
LDP Policy DM153 – Design and Resources, the latter includes criteria relating to Conservation Areas
and protection of non-designated assets.. Further, Policy DM153 – Design and Resources requires the
design, layout, size, scale, mass and materials of any new development to complement and wherever
possible enhance the character of the surrounding area. This will address identified diversity, local
distinctiveness and heritage.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified for this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
The type, scale and location of development proposed under Policy MD1 is unknown/unspecified.

16. To protect
and enhance
Welsh
language and
culture.

0

0

Likely significant effects
A neutral impact is identified for this objective. Policy MD1 relates to proposals by the MOD for
development within the Sennybridge training area or elsewhere in Powys that sustain operational use of
an existing facility and therefore has no direct relationship with protecting and enhancing Welsh
Language and Culture.
Overall there is a neutral impact against this objective.
Mitigation
None required.
Assumptions
None.
Uncertainties
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1

Cumulative effect

Commentary
None identified.

17. To protect
and enhance
Powys rich
natural
landscape.

?

?

Likely significant effects
Policy MD1 relates to proposals by the MOD for development within the Sennybridge training area or
elsewhere in Powys that sustain operational use of an existing facility. Whilst it is recognised that some
development could come forward under this policy in the open countryside and as a result, there is the
potential for localised adverse effects on landscape and visual amenity the exact location, scale and type
of development is unknown.
However, it is expected that measures will be implemented to reduce as far as possible adverse
landscape effects from any new development. In this regard, Policy DM34 – Landscape requires that all
new development must not compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in
combination with existing or approved development the characteristics and special qualities of Powys
landscape and adjacent protected landscapes (National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty)
and the visual amenity of those areas. There is also the potential for development to contribute to and
enhance local landscape character, particularly where proposals involve the reuse or derelict buildings or
land. Notwithstanding, it is not possible to ascertain if Policy MD1 would have effects on Powys rich
natural landscape because the exact location of new development is unknown.
Overall there is an uncertain impact identified against this objective
Mitigation
No further mitigation identified.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy MD1 is unknown/unspecified.

18. To protect
Regionally
Important
Geodiversity

?

?

Likely significant effects
It is not possible to ascertain if Policy MD1 would have effects on RIGS because the location of
development proposed is unknown.
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Military Operations Policy (MD1)
SEA Objective
Policy
MD1
Sites (RIGS)
from
incompatible
development.

Cumulative effect

Commentary
Notwithstanding, Policy DM2 – The Natural Environment requires that all new development must not
compromise, or unacceptably adversely affect either on their own or in combination with existing or
approved development RIGS and Geological Conservation Review Sites which would mitigate against
any identified negative impacts at planning application stage.
Overall an uncertain impact has been identified against this objective.
Mitigation
No further mitigation required.
Assumptions
None identified.
Uncertainties
The exact location of development which may occur under Policy MD1 is unknown/unspecified.
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APPENDIX 3 – Site Assessment
Due to the size and format of tis appendix a hard copy has not been published. It is available on the Council’s website at www.powys.gov.uk/ldp or can be
provided on request by contacting the LDP Team, Powys County Council at ldp@powys.gov.uk or by phoning 01597 827775. Should a hard copy of the
Appendix be requested there will be a standard printing charge.
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APPENDIX 4 - Revised Monitoring Framework

SEA objectives:
1. To protect and enhance all designated sites of nature conservation in the Plan area.
2. To protect and enhance all species and habitats identified in the Powys Local Biodiversity Action Plan or Section 42 List.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Task

Timescale

Biodiversity

Designated
Sites of Nature
Conservation

Increase/decrease in the number of
European designated sites in
favourable condition.

Review of NRW information on the
condition of designated sites.

Every 6
years. Due
2018
(previous
review carried
out in 2012).

Important
Habitats and
Species

Changes in the status of the habitats
and species identified in the Local
Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP).

Review of LBAP information or future
replacement if available.

Dependent on
future
arrangements

NOTE: understood that the LBAP is
due to be replaced by the Powys
Nature Recovery Plan http://www.powys.gov.uk/en/countrysid
e-outdoors/biodiversity-inpowys/powys-local-biodiversity-actionplan-review/
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Enhancements

Number of developments permitted
which incorporate enhancements to
European/nationally designated sites,
and species and habitats identified in
the Powys LBAP or section 42 List.

Review of PCC Development
Management information.

Annually.

NOTE: as explained above.
SEA objectives:
3. Enhance the provision of housing, employment and community services to meet the needs of the population and in response to
demographic changes (e.g. the ageing population and the need to retain the young working age population).
4. Promote improvement in community safety.
5. Promote improvement in human health and opportunities for healthy living.
6. To prevent or minimise exposure to potential sources of nuisance and risk to human health.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Task

Timescale

Population
and Human
Health

Population
(demographic
profile)

Change in average life expectancy.

Review Census information.

Census
(2021) data
available
2022.

Welsh Government Stats Wales:

https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/H
ealth-and-Social-Care/LifeAverage life
Expectancy/lifeexpectancyandhealthylifee
expectancy
xpectancyatbirth-by-localhealthboardevery 2-4
localauthority
years (in line
with Welsh

POWYS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2011 – 2026
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM, SEPTEMBER 2017

279

Government
timescales).
Ratio of working age population to
children and retired population.

Review Census information.
Office of National Statistics (ONS) midyear population estimates.

% of population aged 75 and over.

ONS data
available
annually.

Migration trends of younger adults
(aged 20-34).
Community
safety

The number of police recorded road
accidents involving personal injury.

Census
(2021) data
available
2022.

Review of Welsh Government traffic
statistics:

Annually.

http://gov.wales/statistics-andresearch/police-recorded-roadcasualties/?lang=en

Number of police recorded crimes.

Review of Powys crime statistics:
http://pstatic.powys.gov.uk/fileadmin/Docs
/Statistics/Themes/Crime/Powys2016_Cri
me_en.pdf (example from 2016 of
information collated by Powys County
Council Business Intelligence).
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Annually.

Human health

Percentage of people participating in
sporting activities three or more times
a week.

Review of National Survey for Wales and
School Sport Survey statistics:
http://gov.wales/docs/statistics/2017/1706
28-national-survey-wales-2016-17headline-results-en.pdf

National
Survey for
Wales Annually.

http://www.sport.wales/research-policy/surveys-and-statistics/school-sportsurvey.aspx
Number of planning applications
referred to the Health and Safety
Executive.

Review of PCC Development
Management information.

Annually.

SEA objectives:
7. To protect soils that are classified as being important for carbon storage and agriculture.
8. To prevent contamination of land and support remediation as part of new development.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Task

Timescale

Soil

Carbon
storage

Amount (ha) of development permitted
on thick peat areas (mapped by the
British Geological Survey).

Review of PCC Development
Management Information.

Annually.

Agricultural
Land

Amount (ha) of development permitted
on greenfield land outside
development boundaries.

Review of PCC Development
Management information.

Annually.

NOTE: further breakdown of
development permitted on Best and
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Most Versatile agricultural land where
possible.
Contaminated
Land

Number of developments where a
validation report has been approved by
the Local Planning Authority
demonstrating the remediation of
contaminated land.

Review of PCC Development
Management information.

Annually.

Task

Timescale

SEA objectives:
9. To maintain and improve water quality and quantity.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Water

Water quality
and quantity

By River Basin Management Plan Area Review information from NRW/EA:
for Western Wales River Basin
https://naturalresources.wales/evidenceManagement Plan and Severn River
and-data/research-and-reports/waterBasin Management Plan:
reports/river-basin-management-planspublished/?lang=en
 % of surface waters are at good
status.
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/s
ystem/uploads/attachment_data/file/5012
 % of groundwater bodies are at
90/Severn_RBD_Part_1_river_basin_ma
good status.
nagement_plan.pdf

Western
Wales every
6 years
(previously
carried out in
2015). Next
due 2021.

Water quality

Number of planning permissions that
incorporate SUDs.

Annually.

Review of PCC Development
Management data.

SEA objectives:
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10. To protect and improve air quality in Powys.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Task

Timescale

Air

Air Quality

Levels of average NO2, PM2.5 and
PM10 concentrations (recorded as Air
Quality Exposure Indicators) across
Powys.

Review of Welsh Government Air Quality
Indicators:

Annually.

Specific levels of NO2 against National
Air Quality Strategy Objectives across
Powys.

Review of information held by PCC
Environmental Health.

Annually.

https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/E
nvironment-and-Countryside/AirQuality/airqualityindicators-bylocalauthority

SEA objectives:
11. To reduce flood risk.
12. To reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Task

Timescale

Climatic
Factors

Floodrisk

Number of properties (homes and
businesses) at medium or high risk of
flooding from rivers and the sea.

Review of Natural Resources Wales flood
risk maps.

Annually.

Greenhouse
gas emissions

Emissions of greenhouse gases.

Review of greenhouse gas emissions
data in the National Atmospheric
Emissions Inventory:

Defra data
available
annually.

http://naei.defra.gov.uk/
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SEA objectives:
13. To protect mineral resources from development that would preclude extraction.
14. To protect material assets including strategic, transport and location specific infrastructure from incompatible development.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Task

Timescale

Strategic
Resources
and Assets

Minerals

Number of existing mineral sites.

Review of information relating to existing
mineral sites as set out in table M1 of the
LDP.

Annually.

Number of developments permitted for
permanent development on
safeguarded mineral resource sites.

Review of PCC Development
Management information.

Annually.

Transport
Infrastructure

Number of planning applications for
Review of PCC Development
development that would affect strategic Management information.
transport infrastructure referred onto
the Welsh Government.

Annually.

Local Specific
Infrastructure

Number of developments permitted on
or affecting the Sennybridge (Ministry
of Defence) Training Area.

Annually.

Review of PCC development
management information.

SEA objectives:
15. To understand, value, protect and enhance Powys’ historic environment including its diversity, local distinctiveness and
heritage.
16. To protect and enhance Welsh language and culture.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Task

Timescale
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Cultural
Heritage

Historic
Environment

Welsh
Language

Net gain or loss of historic environment
designations – Listed Buildings,
Scheduled Ancient Monuments,
Conservation Areas, Registered
Historic Parks and Gardens and
Registered Historic Landscapes.

Review of information held by PCC Built
Heritage Officer / CADW.

Annually.

Percentage of scheduled monuments
in Wales that are in stable or improving
condition.

Review of CADW Monuments at Risk
Survey.

Every 5
years.

Percentage of listed buildings that are
neither ’vulnerable’ nor ‘at risk’.

Review of CADW Condition and Use
Survey of Listed Buildings in Wales.

Every 5 years
(previously
published
2015).

Number, percentage and distribution of
Welsh Speakers.

Review of Census information on Welsh
speakers available from the Office for
National Statistics in 2021.

Census
(2021) data
available
2022.

https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/W
elsh-Language
Changes in the Welsh language skills
of the population.

Review of Census information on Welsh
language skills available from the Office
for National Statistics in 2021.
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/W
elsh-Language
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Census
(2021) data
available
2022.

Percentage of the population aged 3
and over who say they can speak
Welsh.

Review of Welsh Government Annual
Population Survey estimates.

Annually.

https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/W
elsh-Language

SEA objectives:
17. To protect and enhance Powys rich natural landscape.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Task

Timescale

Landscape

Natural
Landscape

Area (ha) / proportion of development
permitted that falls outside of
development boundaries and is within
LANDMAP aspect areas classified as
outstanding / high quality.

Review of PCC Development
Management information.

Annually.

Proportion of outstanding / high quality
aspect areas identified in LANDMAP.

Review of NRW LANDMAP data:
https://naturalresources.wales/guidanceand-advice/business-sectors/planningand-development/evidence-to-informdevelopment-planning/landmap-thewelsh-landscape-baseline/?lang=en

Every five
Years.

SEA objectives:
18. To protect Regionally Important Geo-diversity Sites (RIGS) from incompatible development.
SEA Topic

Sub-topic

Monitoring indicator

Task

Timescale
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Geodiversity

RIGS

Number of RIGS and Geological
Conservation Review sites.

Review of information from JNCC,
Central RIGS Group and South East
Wales RIGS Group:

Annually.

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/default.aspx?page
=4177&authority=UKL24
http://www.geologywales.co.uk/centralwales-rigs/
https://sewrigs.wordpress.com/
Number of developments permitted on
or affecting RIGS or Geological
Conservation Review sites.

Review of PCC Development
Management information.
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Annually.

