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National Plans, Projects and Programmes:
Planning Policy Wales (July 2014)
National
Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/ppw/?lang=en
Document Details
Planning Policy Wales (Edition 7, July 2014) contains the
current land use planning policy guidelines for Wales.
It provides the policy framework for the effective preparation of
local planning authorities’ development plans.
This is supplemented by 21 topic based Technical Advice
Notes (TANs). Procedural guidance is given in Welsh Office /
National Assembly for Wales / Welsh Government circulars.
Planning Policy Wales, the TANs and the circulars may be
material to decisions on individual planning applications. They
will be considered by the Welsh Ministers and Planning
Inspectors in the determination of called-in planning
applications and appeals.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Powys LDP has been prepared taking full account of the PPW document.
The policies within the LDP set out a vision based strategy for the plan area
and has regard to the Wales Spatial Plan. PPW is not a policy document but
provides guidance and advice on a number of planning related topic areas
and outlines the Welsh Governments objectives on the topic areas listed.
PPW does not set direct policy but provides the policy framework and
objectives of the Welsh Government. The aims and objectives of PPW will be
implemented through lower tier plans such as the LDP. Therefore direct incombination impacts of PPW cannot be identified.

PPW outlines objectives for the following 12 categories:
•

Development Plans

•

Making and Enforcing Planning Decisions

•

Planning for Sustainability

•

Conserving and Improving Natural Heritage and the
Coast
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Planning Policy Wales (July 2014)
National
• Conserving the Historic Environment
•

Economic Development

•

Transport

•

Housing

•

Planning for Retailing and Town Centres

•

Tourism, Sport and Recreation

•

Infrastructure and Services

•

Minimising and Managing Environmental Risks and
Pollution

PPW, the TANS, circulars and policy clarification letters
comprise national planning policy. National planning policy and
the Wales Spatial Plan should be taken into account in the
preparation of development plans. They may be material to
decisions on individual planning applications and will be taken
into account by the Welsh Ministers and Planning Inspectors in
the determination of called-in planning applications and
appeals.
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National Policy Statements

National
Available at:
Energy:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statements-for-energy-infrastructure
Transport:
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/national-networks-national-policy-statement

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/national-policy-statement-for-ports--5
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-rail-freight-interchange-policy-guidance
Waste, Waste Water and waste:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hazardous-waste-national-policy-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-policy-statement-for-waste-water
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
National Policy Statements (NPSs) will be the primary
consideration in decision-making on nationally significant'
infrastructure projects. They are “material” when
considering planning applications in Wales such as Wind
Farm applications.

The NPS’s relate to major infrastructure projects. The ones most likely to affect
Powys are the Energy NPS,s . For example, the Powys Wind Farm Public
Inquiry is taking into account National Policy Statement - EN1, National Policy
Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure – EN3, National Policy
Statement for Electricity Networks Infrastructure – EN5.

They will set out the policies by which decisions on these
infrastructure projects should be made.

The NPS’s are not site specific and provide policy framework and government
objectives. The aims and objectives of the NPS’s will be implemented through
lower tier plans. Therefore direct in-combination impacts of PPW cannot be
identified.

The NPSs are being prepared by the Secretary of State
most interested in the infrastructure to which they relate (for
example, the Secretary of State for Transport in relation to
aviation). Projects are nationally significant' if they are for
energy, transport, water and waste and are above certain
thresholds. When complete, there will be twelve NPSs.
There are 12 designated or proposed National Policy

However, in considering renewable energy infrastructure projects and in
particular wind farm developments in Powys will in some cases have a
substantial negative effect to the qualifying features within a European Site such
as direct loss of habitat and/or migratory routes through development, increased
transport movements, increased infrastructure will increase pollution,
disturbance / fragmentation & severance of habitats and species.
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National Policy Statements

National
Statements, setting out Government policy on different
types of national infrastructure development, which are:
Energy NPSs
• Overarching energy
• Renewable energy
• Fossil Fuels
• Oil and Gas Supply and Storage
• Electricity Networks
• Nuclear Power

Atmospheric pollution generated as a result of infrastructure projects will have a
substantial negative effect.
Increased possibility of further pollution and disturbance to the European sites
via noise and physical erosion.

These are produced by the Department for Energy and
Climate Change (DECC). All six energy NPS’s received
designation by the Secretary of State for Energy and
Climate Change on 19 July 2011.
Transport NPSs
• Ports
• Road and rail networks
• Aviation
These are produced by the Department for Transport. The
Ports NPS was designated on 26 January 2012.The
National Networks NPS was designated on 14 January
2015. The aviation NPS has not yet been published in draft
for consultation.
The Department for Transport published the Strategic Rail
Freight Policy Guidance on 29 November 2011 which sets
out the Government policy for strategic rail freight
interchange infrastructure. This guidance was produced in
the interim pending the publication of the Department for
Transport’s consultation document on the national transport
networks NPS. The guidance will be cancelled once the
final NPS has been designated.
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National Policy Statements

National

Water, waste water and waste NPSs
• Water Supply
• Hazardous Waste
• Waste Water Treatment
These are produced by DEFRA.
The water supply NPS has not yet been published in draft
for consultation. The Hazardous Waste NPS was published
on 6 June 2013. The Waste Water NPS was published on 9
February 2012.
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A Walking and Cycling Action Plan for Wales (2009-2013): National
Available at: http://wales.gov.uk/docs/desh/publications/090223walkingactionplanen.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
This Action Plan brings together the key initiatives which The Action Plan outlines a number of aims and objectives to encourage increased
the Welsh Assembly Government and its partners are
walking and cycling in Wales.
planning to undertake in support of walking and cycling
in Wales. It replaces the previous Walking and Cycling
The aims and objectives of the Action Plan will be implemented through lower tier
Action Plan which ran from 2007 – 2013. The plans core plans such as the LDP. Therefore direct in-combination impacts of the Walking
objectives are to improve the health and well-being of
and Cycling Strategy are difficult to quantify. However, promoting sustainable
the population and the environment by encouraging
travel may influence infrastructure such as cycleways, paths, lighting which in turn
sustainable travel. This should be done by promoting
may have a substantial negative effect to the qualifying features within a
walking and cycling and associated facilities in
European Site.
crosscutting policies, guidance and funding.
Increased possibility of further pollution and disturbance to the European sites via
Key Outcomes identified by the plan relative to transport noise and physical erosion need to be considered.
planning are to improve walking and cycling access to
employment opportunities and schools, better facilities
for walkers and cyclists at key destinations and
workplaces for all (including the disabled), increased
priority given to development and promotion of walking
and cycling across strategic documents, regional and
local level plans for transport, health, sport, countryside
access and tourism and the protection of open green
spaces and access corridors.
This Action Plan does not set direct policy but provides
an overview of aims and actions to increase walking and
cycling in Wales.
These are categorised as:
• Changing Behaviour - Walking and cycling to
make an increasing contribution towards climate
change targets and raising levels of physical
activity.
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A Walking and Cycling Action Plan for Wales (2009-2013): National
• Sustainable Travel encouraged via better
Walking and Cycling Infrastructure - To create
safe, attractive and convenient infrastructure for
pedestrian and cycle travel.
• Policy Objectives - Ensure that walking and
cycling are included in cross-cutting policies,
guidance and funding.
• Evaluation - To enable the Welsh Assembly
Government and delivery partners to track
progress in delivering the actions of this Plan and
intended outcomes.
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People, Places, Futures: The Wales Spatial Plan (update) 2008:
National
Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/planning/development-plans/wales-spatial-plan/?lang=en
Document Details
The Wales Spatial Plan sets out an agenda for the sustainable
development of Wales over the next 20 years. The purpose of
the update is to reflect new drivers of change and to give status
to the Area work which has developed over the past two years.
The plan aims to make South East Wales a networked cityregion able to provide quality of life for the population and to be
able to compete with comparable areas in the UK and the EU
for investment and growth.
The Wales Spatial Plan People, Places, Futures sets a strategic
framework to guide future development and policy interventions.
It integrates the spatial aspects of national strategies for social
inclusion and economic development, health, transport and
environment, translating the Welsh Government’s sustainable
development duty into practice.
Achieving the vision for Central Wales requires collaborative
action. Partners have been working together to take forward the
vision and agreed priorities for the Area. These Include:
•

Building on the important key centres in the Area, whilst
improving linkages and spreading benefit and growth to the
wider hinterlands and rural communities that fall outside
those immediate places, enhancing the attractiveness of the
area as a place for people to live and work sustainably, both
as regards retaining their own talent and attracting
newcomers.

•

Responding to the needs of our rural communities and
hinterlands by enabling appropriate and integrated growth

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
• Direct loss of habitat and/or migratory routes through development,
particularly localised hub & cluster development for specific sites
•

Housing and employment growth in the hinterlands may lead to
increased transport movements - the potential for in-combination effect
is greater where housing sites are in close proximity to Natura 2000
sites.

•

Added growth in rural communities require increased infrastructure –
potential for land take, pollution increase, disturbance / fragmentation &
severance of habitats and species.

•

Atmospheric pollution generated as a result of housing, employment and
transport growth leading to further climate change impact.

•

Encouraging tourism and diversification in the hinterland will open up the
countryside and increase possibility of further pollution and disturbance
to the European sites via noise and physical erosion through walking
activities.

NOTE: Wales Spatial Plan does not set policy although, has considerable
influence insofar as the Local Development Plan must have regard to the
Plan.
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People, Places, Futures: The Wales Spatial Plan (update) 2008:
and development, and empowering local communities to
enhance their level of sustainability.
•

Supporting the existing rural economic sectors, including
agriculture, non-food and food production to develop their
potential and create higher value production opportunities
which will provide a sustainable basis for the future of the
Area’s land-based economy and reinforce confidence in a
rural future.

•

Broadening the economic base, building on the Area’s
higher education infrastructure and introducing new
sustainable economic opportunities including those of the
knowledge economy sectors across the rural area,
maximising opportunities for growth in all sectors, for better
paid and higher skilled jobs and raising the level of home
grown enterprise and attracting creative enterprising
newcomers.

•

Realising the full potential of the Area’s diverse environment
and its unique cultural identity as a means of maintaining the
region’s rural and natural integrity, to build higher value
sustainable tourism and to enhance its role in responding to
the effects of climate change.

•

Maximising internal and external accessibility (including the
improvement of broadband and telecommunication links),
building effective cross-border collaboration within Wales
and with neighbouring English and Irish regions, increasing
access to a wide range and quality of services and
enhancing the overall economic growth of the area whilst
widening employment opportunities.

National
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Technical Advice Note 8 – Renewable Energy (2005)
National
Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/tans/tan8/?lang=en
Document Details
This Technical Advice Note (TAN) provides technical advice to
supplement the policy set out in Planning Policy Wales (PPW) and
the Ministerial Interim Planning Policy Statement (MIPPS) on
Renewable Energy, which amends PPW, and should be read in
conjunction with both documents.
Below are the 7 Strategic Search Areas and their possible capacity
that have been put forward in TAN 8 as areas where future wind
farms should be developed in Wales. Three areas are in Mid Wales
and two in Powys, with the three likely to have an impact on
European sites within the LDP.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strategic Search Area
A Clocaenog Forest
B Carno North
C Newtown South
D Nant-y-Moch
E Pontardawe
F Coed Morgannwg
G Brechfa Forest

Capacity
140MW
290MW
70MW
140MW
100MW
290MW
90MW

Local planning authorities should take an active approach to
developing local policy for SSAs in order to secure the best
outcomes. Some of the local issues, which could be addressed in
this way are:
• The extent to which tree felling in the SSA is considered desirable.
Whilst the clear felling of an area of conifer plantation might be
preferable from an economic point of view (retaining the trees is
likely to reduce the energy yield from the turbines) there is no

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
• As there are 3 SSA sites (B, C, and D) that could be
influenced by Powys’ LDP, this policy will potentially have an
impact on the future of the European sites and their
qualifying feature.
•

The wind farms would produce energy for a large number of
households within Powys in a renewable, clean manner.
This would lower the dependency on fossil fuels to produce
the County’s needs and thus lower air pollution substantially.
This would benefit the European sites which are currently
vulnerable to air pollution.

•

On the other hand, this policy could result in an obvious
migration barrier for many species and potentially lead to
habitat fragmentation, higher collision risk if not provided in
the correct locations, and could reduce their numbers
substantially. Affect would depend on magnitude of impact,
sensitivity and distribution of receptor at site scale

•

Disturbance (acoustic, physical (vibration, shadow flicker,
light reflection, or pressure differences))

•

Although the locations of the wind farms have been carefully
chosen to have minimal effect on the qualifying feature, the
policy could still have an indirect impact during
transportation and construction of the wind farms. The wind
farms would be located in rural areas with insufficient road
infrastructure to carry the turbines to the site. This policy
could result in a large number of country roads being
widened and could result in loss of habitats and migratory
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Technical Advice Note 8 – Renewable Energy (2005)
National
requirement that this should be the case. There may be a range of
reasons why clear felling should be considered unwarranted e.g. if
the woodland provides habitat for rare species. If clear felling is
required, then it should be the minimum required subject to
environmental and landscape needs and the requirements of the
Forestry Act 1967.

corridors. This would reduce the numbers of qualifying
features around these alterations and increase the
vulnerabilities associated with these features.

• The extent to which alternative wildlife habitat creation is
desirable. There could be opportunities to enhance, extend or recreate habitats of significant wildlife or landscape value. These
opportunities should be grasped.
• The geo-technical implications of any proposals, especially with
regard to ground conditions.
• The possible impact on tourism and recreational opportunities in
the SSA. Developers and local authorities are encouraged to enter
into constructive dialogue over the positive provision for visitors to
wind power projects and ways in which any negative impacts can be
minimised or mitigated.
• Local historic and landscape considerations and micro-siting in
relation to issues of local importance.
• Safeguarding wind farm sites. Local planning authorities should be
aware that other developments could sterilise land for wind power
proposals, and bear this in mind during policy formulation and
decision making.
• Access considerations, including the acceptability of new and
existing roads for access and construction.
• The de-commissioning of wind farm development, the restoration
of the site at the end of its life and ensuring that sufficient finance is
available to implement these requirements.
Note: Since the publication of TAN 8: planning for renewable
energy there have been some policy and legislative changes. Annex
A of the Chief Planning Officers (CPOs) – publication of planning
policy Wales edition 4, February 2011 - letter sets out these
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Technical Advice Note 8 – Renewable Energy (2005)
changes. It should be read alongside TAN 8.

National
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Technical Advice Note 1 – Joint Housing Land Availability Studies (2015)
Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/tans/tan1/?skip=1&lang=en
Document Details
TAN1 provides guidance on the preparation of Joint Housing Land
Availability Studies (JHLAS).
The purpose of these studies is to provide an agreed statement of
residential land availability for development planning and
development management purposes.
Local planning authorities must ensure that sufficient land is
genuinely available to provide a 5 year supply of land for housing.
This land supply must inform the strategy contained in the
development plan and its subsequent monitoring through Annual
Monitoring Reports (AMR).

National

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
TAN 1 is primarily focused on the provision of a five year housing
supply of land within Powys.
The need for land could have an impact on the qualifying feature
with regard to migration barrier for many species and potential habit
fragmentation.
Disturbance during construction works (noise, light) could have an
indirect impact during construction of dwellings. The TAN could
result in country roads being widened / highway works to enable
housing to be delivered which could result in loss of habitats.

The requirement to maintain a 5-year supply of readily developable
housing land in each local planning authority across Wales remains
a key planning policy requirement of the Welsh Government. The
planning system, through the LDP process, must provide the land
that is needed to allow for new home building and local planning
authorities are required to ensure that sufficient land is genuinely
available to provide a 5-year supply of land for housing.
The Joint Housing Land Availability Study (JHLAS) is the
mechanism for local planning authorities to demonstrate that they
have a 5-year housing land supply by providing an agreed
statement of housing land availability for development planning and
development management purposes. The purpose of the TAN is to
provide guidance on the preparation of JHLASs. The Welsh
Government considers that having complete coverage of adopted
LDPs across Wales is critical in ensuring that the homes which are
needed are delivered. Consequently, housing land availability needs
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Technical Advice Note 1 – Joint Housing Land Availability Studies (2015)
to be soundly based on meeting the housing requirements identified
by local planning authorities, which requires an adopted LDP to be
in place. The JHLAS is an extremely important piece of evidence
which should inform LDP strategies, policies and allocations and is
a key mechanism for monitoring the effectiveness of the LDP. It is
also necessary to ensure that accurate information on housing land
supply is available to form part of the evidence base for LDP Annual
Monitoring Reports (AMRs). The housing land supply figure, taken
from the JHLAS, must be included in an AMR and can be a reason
to review an LDP.

National
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Technical Advice Note 12 – Design (2014)

National

Available at: http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/140731technical-advice-note-12-en.pdf
Document Details
PPW sets out the Welsh Government’s land use planning policy in
respect of ‘Promoting sustainability through good design’ and
‘Planning for sustainable buildings’, which includes the role of local
planning authorities in delivering good sustainable design.
Design and access statements are mandatory to accompany certain
planning applications and listed building consent applications.
Detailed guidance on design and access statements can be found
in Appendix 1. The purpose of this TAN is to equip all those
involved in the design of development with advice on how
‘Promoting sustainability through good design and ‘Planning for
sustainable buildings ‘may be facilitated through the planning
system; and the preparation and validation of mandatory design
and access statements.
TAN 12 does not provide exhaustive text on good design, other
TANs and guidance such as the Manual for Streets, may also cover
design issues relevant to specific topics or types of development.
Design issues, as influenced through the planning system, should
not duplicate the role of Building Regulations. As a general rule,
planning relates to the external appearance of a building and its
relationship with its context. Building Regulations deal with the
technical performance of a building’s structure and services.
However, the initial design of a building in the planning process
needs to consider the ability of the building to meet Building
Regulation requirements. Design should therefore be a fundamental
consideration from the outset and should not be treated or
developed in isolation.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
TAN 12 has the potential to impact on a qualifying feature as one of
the documents objectives is for “Environmental Sustainability” and
- achieving efficient use and protection of natural resources
- Enhancing biodiversity
- Designing for change
Key messages for nature conservation include:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Sustainability measures to reduce the environmental impact
associated with buildings and minimise the demand for
energy
Approaches to development which create new opportunities
to enhance biodiversity
Adaptable and flexible development to minimise the need to
demolish and rebuild
The TAN outlines design solutions that will enhance
biodiversity and local environment and opportunities for
species to inhabit the area and ways to increase habitat
connectivity.
Use of sustainable materials.
Sustainable approach to water supply

Development in itself could have an impact on the qualifying feature
with regard to migration barrier for many species and potential habit
fragmentation.
Disturbance during construction works (noise, light) could have an
indirect impact during construction of dwellings. However the TAN
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Technical Advice Note 12 – Design (2014)

National
promotes sustainable development and encourages approaches to
development which create new opportunities to enhance
biodiversity.
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Technical Advice Note 20 – Planning and The Welsh Language (2013)
National
Available at: http://gov.wales/docs/desh/publications/131213technical-advice-note-20-planning-and-the-welsh-language-en.pdf
Document Details
The purpose of this TAN is to provide guidance on how the planning
system considers the implications of the Welsh language when
Local Development Plans (LDPs) are prepared, including the
important roles of the Single Integrated Plan and LDP Sustainability
Appraisal (SA).
Local Development Plans are intended to be focused on local
issues and objectives, informed by relevant community strategies
and an evidence base. Depending on what significance
is assigned to the Welsh language in a plan area or part of the area,
one of the issues that LDPs may need to address is how the land
use planning system can be used to consider and, if necessary,
mitigate any effects of development on the Welsh language and the
sustainability of Welsh language communities.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
No immediate impact on qualifying features however possible
approaches to support the Welsh language include provision of
mitigation measures such as appropriate phasing policies, adequate
affordable housing for local needs, and the provision of employment
opportunities and social infrastructure to sustain local communities.
Development itself may have an impact on qualifying feature with
regard to migration barrier for many species and potential habit
fragmentation. Disturbance during construction works (noise, light)
could have an indirect impact during construction of dwellings.

In some areas both the number of Welsh speakers and the use
made of the language is increasing, but in other areas there is a
decline. The future of the language across the whole of Wales will
depend on a wide range of factors, particularly education,
demographic change, community activities and a sound economic
base to maintain thriving sustainable communities.
The land use planning system should where feasible and relevant
contribute to the future well being of the Welsh language by
establishing the conditions to allow sustainable communities to
thrive.
LDP Strategic approaches to support the language might include:
• positive promotion of local culture and heritage;
• planning the amount and the spatial distribution of new
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Technical Advice Note 20 – Planning and The Welsh Language (2013)
development and infrastructure particularly where this would
help to support community sustainability;
• phasing of strategic housing and employment developments;
and
• directing strategic sites to communities where the evidence
suggests that the likely impact on the use of the Welsh
language is positive or, if the evidence suggest the likely
impact to be negative, those impacts can be mitigated.

National
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Technical Advice Note 21 – Waste (2014)
National
Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/tans/tan21/?lang=en
Document Details
The revised Technical Advice Note (TAN) 21: Waste (2014),
acknowledges that waste policy targets have evolved and
consequently the Regional Waste Plans (RWP’s) are now outdated
and should be revoked.
The TAN details the methods for future monitoring of waste arisings
and regional arrangements between constituent local authorities to
cater for the management of all waste streams. Whilst it is hoped
that these new regional arrangements would have already been
introduced, they are not in place as yet.
TAN21 outlines a range of these waste infrastructure types
including Anaerobic Digestion, closed loop recycling and windrow
composting. Their inclusion in the TAN means that the Powys LDP
can rely on them at a National planning policy level without having
to be repeated within policy at a local level within the LDP.
TAN 21 outlines that it is not necessary for Wales to have within its
borders a full suite of facilities necessary to comply with the
requirements of the Waste Framework Directive, or to manage all of
its own waste. It is therefore realistic to conclude that some of
Powys waste arisings will be “exported” out of County for treatment,
recycling, recovery or disposal. Similarly Waste maybe imported
into Wales for management at Welsh Facilities.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
There are a number of potential impacts that a Waste development
can have on qualifying features. These are summarised below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Consideration should be given to the presence of protected
or rare species
Dust
Hours of operation / disturbance
Litter
Impact of landfill on existing nature conservation and
archaeology
Noise
Odours
Protection of surface and groundwater
Transport and access
Visual impact

LDP is not proposing landfill sites so minimal impact on qualifying
features.
Waste transfer station development – above issues to be
considered and may have direct impact on nature conservation.

PPW together with TAN 21 and the Powys LDP set a framework for
facilitating the delivery of sustainable waste management
infrastructure through the planning process in Powys and until
revoked the Regional Waste Plans are still pertinent.
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Technical Advice Note 23– Economic Development (2014)
National
Available at: http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/tans/tan-23/?lang=en

TAN 23 is to help local planning authorities and developers
implement national planning policy on economic development.
Technical Advice Note (TAN) 23 provides advice on the national
planning policy on economic development set out in Chapter 7 of
Planning Policy Wales (PPW).
The TAN provides guidance for local planning authorities on:
■developing high level economic planning objectives
■assessing the economic benefits of new development
■economic development and the rural economy
■preparing an evidence base for a Local Development Plan
■creating an economic development vision for a Local Development
Plan
■determining employment land supply.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Planning Policy Wales (PPW) defines economic development
broadly so that it can include any form of development that
generates wealth, jobs and income.
It is important that the planning system recognises the economic
aspects of all development and that planning decisions are made in
a sustainable way which balance social, environmental and
economic considerations
TAN 23 has the potential to impact on qualifying features due to the
nature of promoting economic development.
The allocation of employment land could have an impact with regard
to migration barrier for many species and potential habit
fragmentation. Disturbance during construction works (noise, light)
could also have an indirect impact during construction / use of
employment premises for example.

24

Appendix 5 – Plans, Projects and Programmes

Wales National Transport Plan (2010)
National
Available at: http://wales.gov.uk/docs/det/publications/100329ntpen.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The National Transport Plan (2010) sits alongside the Regional
• The developments around Mid Wales listed under ‘document
Transport Plans in delivering the Wales Transport Strategy. This
details’ could have a substantial negative effect to the qualifying
Plan details the approach to putting transport onto a carbon
features within a European Site or could restrict the migration of
reduction pathway, whilst at the same time ensuring that it can
the features by introducing a clear migration barrier.
continue to support sustainable economic development and social
inclusion.
• The work to existing infrastructure and the inclusion of a new
infrastructure to minimise travel time from the North to the South
Below is a list of future developments that will have an impact on
could lead to a substantial increase in the number of vehicles on
Powys and its Local Development Plan:
the roads around Powys. This would ultimately result in an
increase in air pollution and therefore an increase in the
To be taken forward 2012-2015
vulnerabilities of the sites that are affected by this issue.
• A470 at Gelligemlyn.
• A470 from Maes yr Helmau to Cross Foxes.
• With the River Wye, Usk and Severn running through Powys and
• A470 and A483 through Builth Wells.
adjacent to its boundaries, many species could be under added
pressure due to the provisions of these new road developments.
• A483 in Newtown.
Otters are a qualifying feature for the Wye and the National
• Develop the proposals identified for the A483 at Llandeilo.
Transport Plan’s developments could endanger their safety and
• Complete the dualling of the A465 Heads of the Valleys
lead to a reduction in their numbers due to death by vehicles and
road from Brynmawr to Tredegar and start from Gilwen to
disturbance (noise, vibration and/or artificial light)
Brynmawr (by 2014), and complete the remaining sections
from Dowlais Top to the A470, and from the A470 to
• The construction of these developments would take a substantial
Hirwaun (by 2020
amount of time and concerns could arise from the pollution
• Daytime hourly services between Aberystwyth and
involved. If the sites are within close proximity with an European
Shrewsbury.
site, it could be affected by pollution, disturbance and other
indirect effects of the developments.
To be delivered beyond 2015
• A470 at Alltmawr.
• Dependent on specific location of intended works to infrastructure
• A470 at Rhayader.
and local conditions (topography, hydrology, geology, soil and
• Re-evaluate business case for introducing additional
magnitude of works), such activities may result in added runoff
services on Heart of Wales line.
sufficient to cause unnatural quantities of sedimentation.
• Deliver interventions identified for the A458 from Buttington
Consequences of such include loss of habitat particularly through
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Wales National Transport Plan (2010)
National
Cross to Wollaston Cross (working with DfT).

loss of qualifying feature breeding grounds, and habitat
fragmentation

Commencement of works as of 2011
• A470 at Gelligemlyn
• A470 from Maes yr Helmau to Cross Foxes
• A483 at Four Crosses
• A470 at Alltmawr
• Daytime hourly services between Aberystwyth and
Shrewsbury (by 2011).
Commencement of works as of 2014
• A470 at Rhayader
• A470 and A483 through Builth Wells
• A483 in Newtown
• Develop the proposals identified for the A483 at Llandeilo
• Complete the dualling of the A465 Heads of the Valleys
road from Brynmawr to Tredegar and start from Gilwern to
Brynmawr (by 2014), and complete the remaining sections
from Dowlais Top to the A470, and from the A470 to
Hirwaun (by 2020).
Delivery intensions as of 2015 onwards
• Re-evaluate business case for introducing additional
services on Heart of Wales Line
• Deliver interventions identified for the A458 from Buttington
Cross to Wollaston Cross (working with DfT)
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National Transport Plan. (Draft) (December 2015)
National
Available at: http://gov.wales/consultations/transport/draft-national-transport-plan/?lang=en
Document Details
The Wales Transport Strategy provides the overarching framework
within which transport interventions are identified, assessed,
planned, delivered and evaluated.
The new National Transport Plan is being developed in line with
the Welsh Government’s policies and objectives for transport as
set out in the Wales Transport Strategy.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The National Transport Plan has key priorities for intervention and
development, all of which could affect qualifying features. They are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roads
Rail infrastructure
Rail Services
Integrated Transport & Metro
Bus and Community Transport
Information and transport choices
Ports
Airports

The National Transport Plan aims to provide a fresh approach to
transport planning which will allow greater flexibility and ensure that
Welsh Government funding is directed to secure maximum value
for money and impact to support economic growth and reduce
poverty. The Transport Plan framework requires an integrated
The developments could have a substantial negative effect to the
approach between national, regional and local priorities and plans
qualifying features within a European Site or could restrict the
should be consistent with the Wales Transport Strategy and its
migration of the features by introducing a clear migration barrier.
outcomes.
The National Transport Plan notes that in conjunction with its
introduction local authorities are developing Local Transport Plans
which will be closely aligned with adopted and emerging Local
Development Plans. Local Transport Plans will identify the priorities
for transport investment at a local level to support the outcomes in
the Wales Transport Strategy and support the delivery of the
Programme for Government Outcomes. The transport planning
framework requires an integrated approach between national,
regional and local priorities but which recognises where
responsibility for different parts of the system lies.
The plan is centred around the following key priorities:
•
Economic growth;

The work to existing infrastructure and the inclusion of a new
infrastructure to minimise travel time from the North to the South
could lead to a substantial increase in the number of vehicles on the
roads around Powys. This would ultimately result in an increase in
air pollution and therefore an increase in the vulnerabilities of the
sites that are affected by this issue.
With the River Wye, Usk and Severn running through Powys and
adjacent to its boundaries, many species could be under added
pressure due to the provisions of these new road developments.
Otters are a qualifying feature for the Wye and the National
Transport Plan’s developments could endanger their safety and lead
to a reduction in their numbers due to death by vehicles and
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National Transport Plan. (Draft) (December 2015)
•
Access to employment;
•
Tackling poverty;
•
Sustainable travel and safety; and
•
Access to services:

National
disturbance (noise, vibration and/or artificial light)

Within the framework of the Wales Transport Strategy, the National
Transport Plan focuses on delivering five key priorities:
 economic Growth
 access to Employment
 tackling Poverty
 sustainable travel and safety
 access to services
The new National Transport Plan 2015 will set out in more detail
how the Welsh Government proposes to deliver in those areas of
transport for which it is responsible, to achieve the outcomes as set
out in the Wales Transport Strategy from 2015 and beyond.
Consultation on the Draft Plan ended on the 11th March 2015.

The construction of these developments would take a substantial
amount of time and concerns could arise from the pollution involved.
If the sites are within close proximity with an European site, it could
be affected by pollution, disturbance and other indirect effects of the
developments.
Dependent on specific location of intended works to infrastructure
and local conditions (topography, hydrology, geology, soil and
magnitude of works), such activities may result in added runoff
sufficient to cause unnatural quantities of sedimentation.
Consequences of such include loss of habitat particularly through
loss of qualifying feature breeding grounds, and habitat
fragmentation
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Common Agricultural Policy (2014-2020)
National
Available at: http://europa.eu/pol/agr/index_en.htm
Document Details
EU farm policy – known as the common agricultural policy –
ensures adequate European food production goes hand in hand
with economically viable rural communities and action on
environmental challenges such as climate change, water
management, bioenergy and biodiversity.
Today, EU policy aims to enable producers of all forms of food –
whether cereals, meat, dairy, fruit, vegetables or wine – to:
•
•
•

produce sufficient quantities of safe, high-quality food
for European consumers.
make a full contribution to diversified economic
development in rural areas.
meet very high standards of environmental care and
animal welfare.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
•

With the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) stating that food
production needs to be doubled this could lead to a
substantial negative effect on European sites as this would
lead to intense agricultural processes.

•

If this goal would be achieved, agricultural businesses would
have to increase the productivity of their land and by doing so
increase drainage, cultivation, application of herbicides and
fertilisers and increased stocking and possibly associated
feeding of livestock. These processes would lead to added
vulnerabilities to European sites that are connected to the
farm in any way, be it hydrological or through added air
pollution.

•

By encouraging diversification in rural areas, CAP would be
responsible in opening the area to a higher population
through tourism. This would also lead to an increase in
vulnerability of European sites close by through added air
pollution from traffic, domestic emissions and industrial
processes, recreational pressure from walkers and rock
climbers, Pollution, Recreation and Leisure and disturbance.

•

Encouraging bioenergy may result in an increase in
agricultural production of energy crops creating unnatural
habitats potentially encouraging invasive species threatening
qualifying features of Europeans sites. Additionally, bioenergy
as an option for diversification may consist of burning of
biomass or synthesising oils for energy generation. Such
practises may result in diffuse air pollution, disturbance
through (physical presence, noise, smell and/or vibration)

Despite significant reform in recent years, more will be needed
after the current funding package expires in 2013. Challenges
include the need to double world food production by 2050 to cater
for population growth and wealthier consumers eating more meat –
in the face of climate change impacts (loss of biodiversity,
deteriorating soil and water quality).
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Rural Development Plan (2007-2013)
Rural Development Plan (2014 – 2020)

National

Available at:
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcountryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/ruraldevelopmentplan4wales2007/?lang=
en
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Wales Rural Development Plan (2007 – 2013) is currently
• The priority of improving linkages may mean an increased
under review. Refer to the Wales Rural Development Programme
volume of logistical and haulage practises to increase the
2014 – 2020 for further information available at:
movement of products resulting in air pollution, disturbance
http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/farmingandcou
and/or the potential for habitat fragmentation.

ntryside/cap/ruraldevelopment/rural-development-plan-forwales-2014-2020/?lang=en

•

In addition, an in principle support of viable and sustainable rural
business justifying diversification which may include tourism.
This plan could have a detrimental effect on the future condition
of the European sites, mainly as it opens the countryside up to a
higher number of people creating the potential for habitat loss
and fragmentation through erosion and disturbance (noise,
vibration and/or light)

•

By promoting diversification in the countryside it could lead to
higher number of cars on the roads which would lead to higher
air pollution as well as higher risk for the safety of the qualifying
features.

•

By developing the settlements within the countryside this could
prove to be a negative impact for the qualifying features as it
could be responsible in restricting movement of qualifying
features and could lead to an increase in pollution, directly or
indirectly adversely affecting the European site
European sites currently vulnerable to recreational pressures
could potentially be stressed further, as this plan looks to
increase tourism thus, increase the number of people visiting

The new Rural Development Programme will run from 2015 – 2020
and the Welsh Government is currently working with key
stakeholders to create a new programme.
The Wales Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 (RDP) is a 7
year European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
programme funded by the European Union and Welsh Government.
The Wales RDP 2014-2020, which was submitted to the European
Commission on 11 July 2014, could provide £953m of European
and Welsh Government funding to rural Wales to help:
 increase the productivity, diversity and efficiency of Welsh
farming and forestry businesses, improving their
competitiveness and resilience, reducing their reliance on
subsidies
 improve the Welsh environment, encouraging sustainable
land management practices, the sustainable management of
our natural resources and climate action in Wales
 promote strong, sustainable rural economic growth in Wales

•
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Rural Development Plan (2007-2013)
Rural Development Plan (2014 – 2020)

National

and encourage greater community-led local development.
Rural Development Priorities
There are 6 Rural Development Priorities which set the context for
the EAFRD and any actions that form part of the RDP 2014-2020
will fit within this structure of priorities:
 fostering knowledge transfer and innovation in agriculture,
forestry, and rural areas
 enhancing competitiveness of all types of agriculture and
enhancing farm viability
 promoting food chain organisation and risk management in
agriculture
 restoring, preserving and enhancing ecosystems dependent
on agriculture and forestry
 promoting resource efficiency and supporting the shift
towards a low carbon and climate resilient economy in
agriculture, food and forestry sectors
 promoting social inclusion, poverty reduction and economic
development in rural areas.

the affected European sites.
•

For many of the European sites, disturbance is a key issue. But
as these axis’s looks to open the countryside and the European
sites up to the public, this could have a substantial negative
effect on the qualifying features and increase their vulnerability.
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Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan for Growth and Jobs - Project Pipeline Update Dec 2014
Available at: http://gov.wales/funding/wiipindex/?lang=en
Document Details
The Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan (WIIP) drives
collaboration, increases visibility and delivers strategic capital
investment decisions.
Infrastructure investment is one of Welsh Governments highest
priorities. It provides a much needed stimulus, creating the
conditions for sustainable growth in the medium and longer term.
WIIP is designed to prioritise, scope and coordinate delivery of
major infrastructure investments, whilst improving the long-term
economic, social and environmental wellbeing of people and
communities in Wales.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
This plan does not permit development neither does it seek to
spatially designate development. Nevertheless, as the plan seeks to
achieve Welsh Government investment priorities it could have an
indirect effect.
Projects will require assessment, where deemed necessary at
application stage as no further information can be gleaned from the
plan/strategy itself as to the type and location of development which
could potentially cause an adverse effect on integrity.

The Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan co-ordinates a summary
of infrastructure investment, including transport schemes, across
Wales. The “project pipeline” was last updated in Dec. 2014 and
progress is published in a retrospective annual report.
The Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan – Project Pipeline Update
December 2014 includes a section on all Welsh Government
programmes and projects where total scheme value exceeds £15
million and if not already started are due to begin in the next three
years. Update states that Whilst the pipeline schemes presented
here are our priority projects and have a high probability of being
delivered as described this does not represent a formal commitment
form the Welsh Government, to reflect the potential for future
uncertainties, including the future public spending outlook. Of
particular relevance to Powys is the Welsh Government’s
commitment to the Newtown Bypass, details of which are included
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below.
Project/
Programme
A483/A489
Newtown
Bypass

Total
Scheme
Value
£83
million

WG
Support

Timetable

£83 million

Revised
preferred
route
announced
April 2014.
Work due to
start on site
summer
2015.
Anticipated
completion
late
2017/early
2018

Finance
and
Delivery
Financed
by WG
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Code for Sustainable Homes (BREEAM)

National

Available at: http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/sustainability/codesustainablehomes/
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The code for sustainable homes is the National standard for the
This policy would have no significant effect on the European sites.
sustainable design and construction of new homes. The code aims
Through the LDP effects of housing within the County will be
to reduce our carbon emissions and create homes that are more
substantially lowered as new housing will be energy efficient and
sustainable. It applies in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
sustainable.
The code is not a set of regulations. The code goes further than the
current building regulations, but is entirely voluntary, and is intended
to help promote even higher standards of sustainable design. The
code measures the sustainability of a new home against nine
categories of sustainable design, rating the ‘whole home’ as a
complete package. It covers energy/CO2, water, materials, surface
water runoff (flooding and flood prevention), waste, pollution, health
and well-being, management and ecology.

If development was to be located near an European site, the Code
for Sustainable Homes would be responsible in making sure that the
effects would be minimal to the European sites and their qualifying
feature.

The code uses six star rating system to communicate the overall
sustainability performance of a new home against these nine
categories. The code sets minimum standards for energy and water
use at each level and, within England, replaces the EcoHomes
scheme, developed by the Building Research Establishment.
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West of Wales Shoreline Management Plan 2 (2011)

National

Available at: http://www.westofwalessmp.org/
Document Details
The Shoreline Management Plan seeks to provide an optimised
plan, one which provides balanced sustainability, i.e it needs to
consider people, nature, historic and socio-economic realities.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
• The plan provides a large-scale assessment of the risks
associated with coastal evolution and presents a policy
framework to address these risks to people and the
developed, historic and natural environment in a sustainable
The West of Wales SMP2 takes as its starting point the first
manner. In doing so, a SMP is a high-level document that
generation SMPs and is, in principle, a review of the policy set out in
forms an important part of the strategy for flood and coastal
these previous documents. However, the SMP2 considers
defence for the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG). Thus,
management of the coast over a longer timescale; over a period of
given that it presents a policy framework for flood and
100 years, compared to the 50 year period covered by SMP1. The
coastal defence, it could potentially have an indirect adverse
SMP2 process also takes a broader perspective.
effect to integrity of a European site.
The prime purpose of the SMP2 is to develop policy in relation to
the management of risk from flooding and coastal erosion, with
respect to the shoreline and estuaries. However, in setting out a
plan for managing this risk, the aim is to provide a sustainable
framework within which other aspects of coast are managed. In thi s
respect, SMP2 is seen as being led by objectives, not just to provide
a technically sensible and sustainable approach to management of
flood and erosion risk but to include objectives supporting the
broader social and environmental aspirations of the area.

•

Principles of the plan may have an adverse impact on
European site integrity. Air pollution could be enhanced with
the plan principle of ‘sustain sustainable accessibility in
terms of maintaining national and regional connectivity’
which suggests present modes of travel are considered
sustainable. Thus, the increased use of the car as a means
of ‘sustainable’ travel could potentially increase air pollution.

•

Additionally, in practise the above likely means maintaining
current transport routes in terms of construction and
engineering works which could place additional loads of air
pollution potentially adversely affecting European site
integrity.

•

The principle of decreased reliance on defence which in
practise may mean managing flood defence initially with the
intention of allowing failure in the third epoch. This may
mean the removal of flood defences which could potentially

The following high level principles have been agreed in developing
the Plan and policies discussed:
• To contribute to sustainable communities and development.
• To minimise reliance on defence and increase resilience of
communities.
• To support an integrated approach to spatial planning, in particular
recognising the interrelationships between:
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West of Wales Shoreline Management Plan 2 (2011)
-

National

centres of development and surrounding
communities.
human activity and the natural and historic
environment: in being essential for community
identity, well-being and vitality and in being highly
significant for tourism and economic regeneration.

• To maintain and support the main centres of economic activity
• To sustain the vitality and support adaptation of smaller scale
settlements.
• To support the cultural heritage and the use of the Welsh
language.
• To avoid damage to and seek opportunity to enhance the natural
environment.
• To maintain or enhance the high quality landscape.
• To sustain sustainable accessibility in terms of maintaining
national and regional connectivity.

change channel geometry which could cause fragmentation
or loss of habitat.
•

The plan establishes the intentions of whether to

Advance the line. Policy decision to build new defences
seaward of the existing defence line where significant land
reclamation is considered.
Hold the Line. Policy decision to maintain or upgrade the level of
protection provided by defences or natural coastline.
Manage Realignment. Policy decision to manage the coastal
processes to realign the ‘natural’ coastline configuration, either
seaward or landward, in order to create a future sustainable
shoreline position
No Active Intervention. Policy decision to not to invest in
providing or maintaining defences or natural coastline
Decisions may result in disturbance (physical, acoustic or
chemical) which could cause an adverse impact to the qualifying
features
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Dwr Cymru Welsh Water – Water Resources Management Plan (2015-2040)

National

http://www.dwrcymru.com/en/Environment/Water-Resources/Water-Resource-Management-Plan.aspx
Document Details
The Final Water Resources Management Plan was published in
April 2014. It is the WRMP that covers the 25 year planning period.
The Final Water Resources Management Plan up to 2035 sets out
how Dwr Cymru Welsh Water intends to achieve the required
balance between supply and demand. Our aim is to do so efficiently
so that water bills are no higher than they need to be and the impact
on our environment is minimised. In order to develop the plan, we
have projected the future demand for water from our customers, we
have calculated how much will be available from current sources,
and, where there is a shortfall, looked at all the ways of increasing
supply and reducing demand so as to arrive at the best overall
package of solutions.
Strategy Summarised
The key elements of our overall strategy can be summarised as
follows:
• Regional leakage is expected to fall from 190.45 Ml/d in
2010-11 to 184.08 Ml/d in 2014-15. This strategy is in line
with the targets agreed with our economic regulator, Ofwat.
As part of the option selection process for addressing supply
demand deficits we have considered options involving more
reductions in leakage. However, none have been selected
because of their comparatively high costs;
• The promotion of a wide range of water efficiency activities
for both our domestic and business customers. For the
period 2010-15 we will continue with our full suite of baseline
promotion activities;

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
• The Water Resource Management plan does not set out
policy although gives prioritised direction and guidance on
what achievements are required during the plan period to
take consideration of water demand and water supply in the
context of future challenges including that of climate change.
•

Reduction of water abstraction from the River Usk at Brecon
which will likely serve to enhance the habitat and integrity of
the European site. Conversely, supplemented flow from the
Usk reservoir may cause disturbance and introduce
additional levels of sediment to the system which could
potentially cause habitat losses and/or fragmentation.

•

Additionally, dependent on what rate of flow is deemed
necessary to require the supplementary flows from the Usk
reservoir, there could potentially be a risk of changes in
channel geometry whereby, flow changes from high to low
discharge and vis-a-vis over short time periods could lead to
fragmentation and habitat losses.
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Dwr Cymru Welsh Water – Water Resources Management Plan (2015-2040)
•

•

•

•

National

The installation of water meters at all new properties and
those households who opt to be metered under our free
meter option scheme. We will continue to meter all new
business customers and carry out selective metering on high
water use unmeasured business premises;
For Pembrokeshire, where the deficit has been driven by the
potential impacts of climate change and the significant
impact of sustainability reductions being proposed by the
Environment Agency, we are proposing to reinstate a
currently licence-exempt groundwater source and carry out a
network scheme that will enhance the connectivity of the
zone. This is the most economic solution for the zone;
in the Brecon – Portis water resource zone where the
Environment Agency wants us to reduce our abstractions
from the River Usk at Brecon, we plan to supplement the
available flow in the river with additional releases from the
Usk reservoir, when required; and
in the South East Wales Conjunctive Use System zone, we
must address the effects of the Agency‟s review of our
abstractions on the protected habitats in the Wye and the
Usk, plus the effects of climate change on Deployable
Output. We plan to reinstate two reservoirs that we have not
used for public water supply for some time, namely
Wentwood and Grwyne Fawr, and to build new treatment
works for both sources.
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Dwr Cymru Welsh Water Business Plan (Water Investment Plan) 2010-2015

National

Final Welsh Water Business Plan (2010 – 2015) available at:
http://www.dwrcymru.com/English/library/Reports/companyreports/investmentplans/Price%20Review/2009/FBP%20Part%20A_2010_2015
.pdf
Document Details
The Business Plan states:
Within our 25 year strategy document entitled ‘Our Sustainable
Future’, a truly sustainable strategy had to encompass eight key
dimensions:
• Protecting public health. Customers can have complete
confidence in the safety of their drinking water.
• Safeguarding the environment. In providing services for our
customers, we will protect the environment within which we
all live – taking a holistic view of environmental impact at a
local, river basin and global level.
• Responding to climate change. We will adapt our activities to
deal with the potential consequences of climate change,
while substantially reducing our own ‘carbon footprint’ as an
effective contribution to the wider effort within Wales.
• Meeting customers’ expectations. We provide an essential
public service crucial for public health and safeguarding the
environment. We will meet customers’ increasing
expectations, ensuring they have complete confidence in our
service.
• Looking after our assets. Our long-term asset planning will
ensure the continuation of enhanced standards for the
benefit of future generations, at the lowest ‘whole life’ asset
cost.
• Financing the business. We will minimise the burden of
financing costs on our customers for years to come by
offering a high credit quality to long-term investors.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The plan does set out an investment programme, which are
essentially allocation of funds to achieving actions, which could
adversely affect the qualifying features of designated European
sites.
Water quality issues are to be addressed through a series of
programmes, which for a 15km buffer containing the Powys Unitary
Authority area includes Unsatisfactory Intermittent Discharges (UID)
programmes, Phosphorus programme at Talgarth, and potentially,
for connectivity reasons the Water Framework Directive (WFD)
Investigations’ at the Rivers’ Wye, Teifi, Dee and Usk. It is important
that the Powys LDP doesn’t contribute to adversely impact the
integrity of these designated European sites
Dwr Cymru’s plan looks to enhance the sustainability of their
operations and to address climate change in a positive manner by
reducing their carbon footprint could lead to a decrease in the
vulnerabilities of each site within Powys and its 15km buffer as it
aims to make the ecosystem an easier way to strive for the
qualifying feature with lower pollution levels.
Generally, this plan aims to enhance the sustainability of the
watercourses and the companies’ operations to certify that their
actions will not reduce the efficiency and the productivity of the
rivers whilst also making provision for new houses with the
necessary supply of high quality water and waste water treatment
facilities. Therefore, this plan would not have a substantial impact
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Dwr Cymru Welsh Water Business Plan (Water Investment Plan) 2010-2015
•

•

Employer of choice. The best people will be proud to work
for us because of the quality of service the company
provides, the opportunities we offer and the safe
environment within which we work.
Affordability and value for money. Our customers will regard
the services we provide as affordable and good value for
money, with a range of help targeting customers who
struggle to pay.

National

that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects.

Highlights of our AMP5 investment programme include:
• Improved treatment at 23 sites to address risks to the quality
of drinking water (£101 million);
• Investment at 14 sites to further enhance the high standards
of bathing and shellfish waters (£33 million);
• Full advanced sludge digestion at 3 sites to reduce energy
costs and reduce our carbon footprint plus working towards
this at 1 extra site (£88 million);
• Replacement of 529km of water main causing repeated
interruptions of supply to worst served customers (£18
million);
• An initial programme to start to remove surface water from
our sewers - SUDS (£15 million);
• Ongoing investment to reduce the incidents of sewer
flooding (£34 million);
• Phase 2 of our IT Enabled Change (ITEC) programme to
improve efficiency and customer service (£73 million); and
• Significant investment to supply new housing and enable
economic development (£70 million).
Key Wastewater Investment Schemes
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Dwr Cymru Welsh Water Business Plan (Water Investment Plan) 2010-2015

National

41

Appendix 5 – Plans, Projects and Programmes

Welsh Water Drought Plan (2014)
Regional
Available at: http://www.welshwater.com/en/Environment/Water-Resources/Drought-Plan.aspx

Document Details

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Features that could be affected by supply side drought management
actions are listed:

The development of a Drought Plan is now a statutory requirement
of Welsh Water to show how during a drought event Welsh Water
Manage our resources, restrain increasing demand for water, make Hydrology and Geomorphology: Wetted width and depth, Bed
water more available and how they would monitor the impact of their exposure, Sediment dynamics, Bank stability, Bed stability, Local
actions.
impacts at in-channel structures (sediment dynamics)

Water Quality: General risk of poorer water quality, Local impacts
at specific discharges (reduced dilution), Salmonid Water
compliance
Ecology: Macrophytes, Macroinvertebrates, Depressed river
mussel, Atlantic salmon and sea/brown trout, Lamprey species, Allis
and twaite shad, European eel, bullhead, Coarse fish species
Landscape and Visual Amenity: Landscape character and visual
amenity
Recreation: Canoeing, rowing, walking, climbing, horse riding,
cycling and other informal recreational activities, Angling
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage: Archaeological interest
features
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Partnership for Growth: Strategy for Tourism 2013 – 2020 - National l
http://gov.wales/topics/tourism/developmentl1/partnershipforgrowth/%3bjsessionid=8BCD19571E1E04B93C41B1639B88E1E8?lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/Tourism/130613partnershipforgrowthen.pdf
Document Details
This strategy sets the vision for the Welsh Government and the
industry to work in partnership to increase visitor spend to Wales.
The strategy focuses on 5 key areas:
■promoting the Brand
■product Development
■people Development
■profitable Performance
■place Building.
The strategy identifies a product-led approach to developing and
marketing tourism in Wales. This means working with iconic, high
quality, reputation-changing products and events. We will be
focusing on:

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Strategy does not set direct policy for making development
decisions. The objectives of the plan are likely to be implemented
through lower tier policies. Direct in combination impacts of the
plan is difficult to identify but should be considered as part of the
HRA.

■more luxury and branded hotels
■more well-being facilities, such as spas
■more heritage hotels that utilise historic and distinctive buildings
■more all year round attractions, activities and cultural experiences
■more innovative, unusual and distinctive products.
The Great Britain domestic market is the main market for Wales and
will continue to be the main focus. Marketing activity will be
increased in London and South East Midlands and Yorkshire, as
well as within Wales itself for the first time. Overseas, the 3 key
markets identified by the panel are Ireland, Germany and USA.
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Regional Plans, Projects and Programmes:
Severn Trent Business Plan – Better Value, Better Services and a Healthier Environment (2015-2020)

Regional

Severn Trent Business Plan is available at: http://www.stwater.co.uk/upload/pdf/Our-2015-2020-business-plan_2.pdf
Document Details
Severn Trent have divided their long term goal into 10 objectives
that they are working to achieve by 2020 as part of the Business
Plan. These objectives are based on customers’ priorities,
regulatory and legal obligations
Objective 1:
• We will provide water that is good to drink
• We will ensure water is always there when you need it
(managing supply and demand)
• We will safely take your waste water away
• We will provide you with excellent customer service
• We will have lowest possible charges
• We will help you if you struggle
• We will protect our local environment
• We will protect the wider environment
• We will make a positive difference in the community
• We will finance our business sustainably
For further information refer to the Business Plan link above.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The plan does set out an investment programme, which are
essentially allocation of funds to achieving actions, which could
adversely affect the qualifying features of designated European
sites.
Providing a continuous supply of quality water could enhance the
vulnerabilities of European sites in terms of the installation of larger
pipe networks requiring construction and engineering works. Such
works require large machinery which could cause disturbance
(physical, acoustic and/or chemical), and function as a potential
migration barrier. Increasing expenditure on maintenance translates
to more physical presence of machinery and transient movements
along the water network which may have a pathway to cause an
adverse effect to integrity on European sites.
A desire to improve water quality requires more processing of the
water during treatment phases which uses appreciable amounts of
energy. This energy likely derives from power stations which emit
large amounts of gaseous pollution which in turn could adversely
affect European site integrity.
Reduction in the number of sewage flooding incidents is targeted as
a strategic priority thus, there could be ‘in-combination’ effects
placing additional strain on the sewage network with inappropriately
located development given the circumstance of limited sewage
capacity.
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Severn Trent Business Plan – Better Value, Better Services and a Healthier Environment (2015-2020)

Regional

Type, scale and frequency of development could potentially place
strain on the sewage network. The action of facilitating an
increasing digester capacity to deal with additional sludge and a
process for optimal drying of sewage sludge for use as a renewable
energy source would require vast amounts of energy. Likely
consequences of disturbance (physical, acoustic and/or chemical) in
addition to increasing pollution inputs into the atmosphere, with
potential consequences of acidification and pollutant content. It is
not obvious whether the renewable energy method from sewage
sludge would offset thus a precautionary principle adopted here.
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Severn Trent Water – Final Water Resources Management Plan 2014
Available at: http://www.severntrent.com/future/plans-and-strategy/water-resources-management-plan
Document Details
Severn Trent published their final Management Plan in 2014
following consultation in 2013.
They published the draft WRMP in May 2013 and invited
stakeholders to comment on the proposed strategy. An updated
version of the draft WRMP was published in November 2013, in
which Severn Trent Water revised the following aspects of their long
term strategy:
•

We updated the timing and impacts of the Habitats Directive
changes to Elan Valley reservoirs.

•

We set ourselves a more challenging leakage reduction
target for AMP6, which is double that proposed in the draft
plan.

•

We set a more ambitious target to increase the uptake of
household meters by 22,000 more than previously proposed.

•

We removed the need for the longer term new water
resource schemes that were proposed in the draft plan.

Our strategy is to reduce the overall demand for water and to make
the best use of our existing water resources through a more flexible
and sustainable supply system. To achieve this, we will:

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
• The Water Resource Management plan set few policies
although, in the main, it gives prioritised direction and
guidance on what achievements are required during the plan
period to take consideration of water demand and water
supply in the context of future challenges including that of
climate change.
•

The policy of reducing water leakage is not considered to
have in-combination effects to adversely impact on the
integrity of a European site.

•

There is the potential of air pollution and disturbance
(physical, acoustic and/or chemical) with the objective of
reinforcing the network to avoid interruptions particularly
sites in relatively close proximity could potentially be
immediately affected.

•

The objective of ‘increasing the scope for water transfers
across our own region and between water companies’ is
considered a move toward sustainability although, could
potentially have unintended consequences insofar as an
increasing reliance on the network may result in construction
and engineering works in order to maintain and improve the
system with the associated potential of air pollution,
disturbance and migratory barriers this may cause.

 Reduce waste by driving leakage down;
 Reduce the demand for water, by working in partnership with our
customers to help them become more water efficient;
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Severn Trent Water – Final Water Resources Management Plan 2014
 Improve our ability to deploy existing resources flexibly and
efficiently;
 Use water trading to make more efficient use of our resources
and improve resilience;
 Develop new sources of water when required, with a focus on
expanding our existing sources first.
 Use proactive catchment management measures to protect our
sustainable sources of drinking water supply from pollution risks.
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River Wye Nutrient Management Plan (including River Clun Restoration Strategy)

Regional

River Wye Nutrient Management Plan: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nutrient-management-plan-river-wye
River Clun Restoration Strategy: http://www.shropshirehillsaonb.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/River-Clun-Restoration-Strategyv3b.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
A formal commitment between Natural England and Environment
The River Wye is an areas of special importance for nature
Agency was undertaken in February 2013 to develop and deliver a
conservation and is also designated as a Site of Specific Scientific
Nutrient Management Plan for the River Wye SAC in England.
Interest (SSSIs) and the lower stretches of the River Lugg, along
with the River Wye, are also a part of the River Wye Special Area of
The Plan will embody measures which will ensure the favourable
Conservation (SAC) designated under the European Community
conservation status of the SAC in respect of phosphate levels as
(EC) Habitats Directive.
soon as possible and at the latest by 2027 taking into account the
existing river phosphate levels and existing water discharge permits. In the Wye catchment, the most significant sources of diffuse
pollution and siltation are from agriculture with point source pollution
The River Wye SAC currently includes sections where the water
also arising from sewage treatment works, urban drainage,
quality exceeds phosphate level targets defined in Natural
engineering works such as road improvement schemes,
England’s favourable conditions tables. As a consequence Natural
contaminated land, and other domestic and industrial sources.
England’s view is that this exceedance prevents sections of the river
from meeting the SAC conservation objectives. The River Wye SAC Natural England’s current phosphate compliance assessments have
was subject to a review of consents (RoC) by the Environment
determined that parts of the River Wye SAC are currently not
Agency in 2010.
meeting the required phosphate targets (set at 0.03 mg/l in the
upper River Wye sub-catchment and 0.05 mg/l in both the River
Conditions Status of the river:
Lugg and lower River Wye sub-catchments).
1. The River Lugg section of the SAC is currently exceeding
the phosphate target prescribed in the sites favourable
This issue is being considered in depth in the River Wye Nutrient
conditions tables (Feb 2013).
Management Plan. As part of the Environment Agency’s Review of
2. A further section in the SAC (part of the River Wye between Consents (RoC) process in 2010, it was agreed that a plan was
Hay and the Lugg confluence) is currently meeting the
needed for the River Wye SAC in order to reduce current phosphate
phosphate target and is meeting conservation objectives. It
concentrations in the river to comply with conservation objectives.
is likely that wastewater discharge from future planned
To this end, in 2013 the Environment Agency and Natural England

48

Appendix 5 – Plans, Projects and Programmes

River Wye Nutrient Management Plan (including River Clun Restoration Strategy)
development would eventually result in failure of the
phosphate target.
3. The final section of the SAC, in the upper parts of the Wye,
is meeting its conservation objectives and is considered not
to be at risk from the current permitted discharges.

Regional

issued a joint Statement of Intent to prepare a Nutrient Management
Plan (NMP) for the River Wye SAC, which would also address
predicted growth within the catchment. (source: River Wye SAC –
Nutrient Management Plan – Evidence Base and options appraisal
– May 2014)

The aims of the NMP are to control and reduce phosphorus and in
doing so to facilitate the delivery of new development. The NMP is
expected to be produced by May 2014.

Development activities can cause temporary physical, acoustic,
chemical and sediment barrier effects that need to be addressed in
the assessment of specific plans and projects.

Timescale for delivery of plan:
2027 has been adopted as the latest date by which the aims of the
NMP will be achieved as the water bodies that make up the River
Wye SAC are subject to the requirements of the Water Framework
Directive and will need to meet good ecological status by this date
at the latest. Measures will need to be delivered in a phased
manner to ensure that appropriate steps to avoid adverse effects to
the integrity of the site from new development are delivered in the
meantime.

Barriers resulting from vibration, chemicals, low dissolved oxygen
and artificially high sediment levels must be prevented at key times
(generally March to June).
Measures to ensure the safe movement of otters around the
catchment will be promoted, in particular the provision of ledges,
tunnels and fencing on new road / bridge schemes.
Engineering works such as bridge repairs in reaches where whiteclawed crayfish are known to occur should include appropriate
pollution prevention measures and a crayfish rescue by a suitably
licensed person where there is a risk of physical damage to
crayfish.
Anglers occasionally fish for shad, sometimes taken in quite large
numbers. Exploitation of shad is currently unregulated and controls
are being considered through the review of freshwater fisheries
legislation.
Shad are susceptible to disturbance from vibration and noise from
construction activities, they move in the daytime when works are
ongoing and migration is in June.
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River Wye Nutrient Management Plan (including River Clun Restoration Strategy)

Regional

Recreational activities (walking and gorge walking amongst others)
and often associated tourist development could potentially have a
variety of adverse impacts such as damage riparian habitats,
developments increase run-off, excessive erosion and disturbance.
The potential impact of flow depletion resulting from a small number
of major abstraction licences, if they were to be fully utilised, was
highlighted in the Review of Consents process. As a result of this
process, flow targets have been set which are considered likely to
significantly reduce or remove the potential impacts on SAC
features.
There are also requirements for screening of water abstraction
intakes to reduce or remove the impact of impingement and
entrainment on juvenile fish migrating downstream.
In all river types, artificial barriers should be made passable with
impact of existing barriers assessed on a case-by-case basis.
Physical modification of barriers is required where
depth/velocity/duration of flows is unsuitable to allow passage.
Complete or partial natural barriers to potentially suitable spawning
areas should not be modified or circumvented to work towards
meeting good ecological status in the Water Framework Directive.
In reviewing the LDP it is important that policies and sites going
forward do not cause additional strain on the River Wye SAC.
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River Severn Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP)

Regional

River Severn Catchment Flood Management Plan available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/289103/River_Severn_Catchment_Management_Plan.pdf
River Severn Catchment Flood Management Plan Post Adoption Statement available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/289100/River_Severn_Catchment_Management_Plan_Post
_adoption_statement.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Environment Agency formally agreed the River Severn
Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP) on the 15 September
Powys County Council is a key partner in the areas included in the
2008.
River Severn CFMP within Powys. These are:
The River Severn CFMP gives an overview of the flood risk in the
River Severn catchment and sets out the preferred plan for
sustainable flood risk management over the next 50 to 100 years.
The CFMP has been prepared in partnership with regional and
local planning authorities, community and environmental groups
and other stakeholders.
The River Severn, the longest river in Britain, extends from its
source in the Welsh Hills at Plynlimon to the mouth of the Bristol
Channel. The River Severn CFMP covers the entirety of its
catchment to Gloucester (upstream of the Bristol Channel) from
where the river becomes increasingly tidal.

Sub Area 1: Severn Uplands and Vyrnwy Confluence.(Policy 6 of
CFMP)
Sub Area 2: Caersws and Newtown (Policy 4 of CFMP)
Sub Area 3: Shropshire Tributaries (Policy 1 of CFMP)
The Policies relating to the above sub-areas include
Policy 1 – Areas of little or no flood risk where we will continue to
monitor and advise. This policy will tend to be applied in those areas
where there are very few properties at risk of flooding. It reflects a
commitment to work with the natural flood processes as far as
possible.
Policy 4 Areas of low, moderate or high flood risk where we are already
managing the flood risk effectively but where we may need to take
further actions to keep pace with climate change
This policy will tend to be applied where the risks are currently
deemed to be appropriately-managed, but where the risk of flooding
is expected to significantly rise in the future. In this case we would
need to do more in the future to contain what would otherwise be
increasing risk. Taking further action to reduce risk will require
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River Severn Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP)

Regional
further appraisal to assess whether there are socially and
environmentally sustainable, technically viable and
economically justified options.
Policy 6
Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we will take action with
others to store water or manage run-off in locations that provide
overall flood risk reduction or environmental benefits
This policy will tend to be applied where there may be opportunities
in some locations to reduce flood risk locally or more widely in a
catchment by storing water or managing run-off. The policy has
been applied to an area (where the potential to apply the policy
exists), but would only be implemented in specific locations
within the area, after more detailed appraisal and consultation.

This map taken from the hyperlink above shows the location and
Extent of the CFMP.

Newtown and Welshpool are the two major urban settlements that
are covered by the River Severn Catchment Flood Plan and fall
within Powys. Newtown is identified in the management plan as
being a Town with between 500 and 1000 properties at risk in a 1%
annual probability river flood.
The Management Plan outlines engineering schemes that have
been implemented to minimise flood risk. These works may have
“in combination effects” eg. Disturbance, migration barriers,
pollution. Examples include the construction of flood defences to
protect communities, deployment of temporary and/or demountable
barriers during flood events and the construction of earth
embankments in the Severn/Vyrnwy confluence area (called
argaes) and in the lowerreaches of the Severn between Worcester
and Gloucester to provide protection to properties and agricultural
land from more frequent flood events.
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River Severn Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP)

Regional
In addition to these engineering schemes, other flood risk
management activities are carried out in the catchment. These
include activities which help to reduce the probability of flooding and
those that address the consequences of flooding.
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The Usk Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (2007):

Regional

Usk CAMS no longer available online
Interim SE Wales Licensing Policy available at: http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20131203145522/http://www.environmentagency.gov.uk/static/documents/Leisure/Interim_SE_Wales_Licensing_Policy_April_2011_interim.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The document sets out how Natural Resources Wales will manage
Natural Resources Wales has a statutory duty, to ensure that the
water abstraction from the Usk catchment until 2013. The strategy
integrity of the riverine SAC ecosystem is maintained or restored
provides the framework for any decision on an abstraction license
through sustainable water resources management. As part of this
application, outlining where water is available, and, if relevant,
duty, they have to ensure that permissions (abstraction licences,
where we need to reduce current rates of abstraction. Additionally,
discharge consents, radioactive substance authorisations, waste
policy is outlined on time limited licences and whether existing
management licences and integrated pollution control (IPC)
licences should be renewed and, if so, on what terms.
authorisations) do not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the
designated SAC species.
Note: An amendment to the Usk CAMS was provided in 2010 by
the Interim SE Wales Licensing Policy.
Under the Review of Consents assessment (RoC), a river flow
threshold has been set (2,630 Mega litres per day). Flows under or
equal to this rate prevents abstractors granted permission after 1st
The Interim Policy states that for new licence applications which
April, 2010 from abstraction. Reason being a ‘Hands off Flow’
could affect SAC rivers, the Environment Agency will apply
(HOF) condition of approved abstraction projects (after this date),
Regulation 48 of the Habitats Regulations. The purpose of this
assessment, called ‘Assessment of Likely Significant Effect’, is to designed to safeguard against an adverse affect to the integrity of
the European site.
establish whether it is possible to conclude that the abstraction
licence, if issued, is “not likely to have a significant effect" upon
Under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010
the integrity of any European site (SAC, Special Protection Area
(as amended), the Environment Agency Wales has a duty to assess
[SPA]). The Countryside Council for Wales and/or Natural
the effects of existing abstraction licences and any new applications
England are consulted as part of this risk assessment. 3
to make sure they do not adversely affect the integrity of the
We will only issue a licence if it is not likely to have a significant
European site directly or indirectly. Water efficiency is also tested by
effect on the integrity of the site. We won’t refuse a licence
the EA before a new license is granted. If the assessment of a new
application until we have discussed with the applicant whether
application shows that it could have an impact on a SAC/SPA the
we can add any conditions to the licence to help mitigate the
EAW will have to follow strict rules in setting a time limit for that
impact. The requirements for this assessment are:
license.
any application within the boundary of a European site;
any application that is in hydrological continuity with a European
The catchment has been split into 3 Water Resource Management

54

Appendix 5 – Plans, Projects and Programmes

The Usk Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (2007):
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site. Any application located outside the European site that has
the potential to affect the interest features of the European site,
either directly or indirectly.

Units (WRMU). The document states that WRMU 1 (Sor Brook) has
water available, WRMU 2 (River Usk) is over licensed and WRMU
18 (Bettws/Malpas Brook) is over licensed.

The Usk CAMS covers an area of approximately 1169 km2 and
encompasses the River Usk and its tributaries, but not the Usk
Estuary. The main settlements within the catchment are
Abergavenny, Brecon, Brynmawr, Crickhowell, Gilwern, Llanelly Hill,
Llanfoist, Newport, Raglan, Sennybridge and Usk. In this CAMS
area water is taken from both surface water and groundwater
resources. Water is abstracted for public water supply, navigation,
agriculture, commerce/industry, domestic use, spray irrigation,
horticultural watering, lake/pond maintenance, fish farming and
hydropower generation.

In terms of construction, maintenance and use of equipment
enabling water abstraction could potentially cause disturbance
(noise and vibration) due to the pumps. Such disturbance may also
function as migration barriers, contamination and pollution.
Seasonal constraints may be necessary as a condition of
abstraction approval to avoid impacts on breeding patterns/habitat.

Surface Water Quality
The biological quality of the Usk catchment is mainly ‘Very Good’
(Grade a, similar to that expected for an unpolluted river) or ‘Good’
(Grade b, a little short of that expected for an unpolluted river). 43.4
% (126.3 km) of the catchment is classified as ‘Very Good’ and 52.2
% (151.9 km) as ‘Good’. The remaining 4.4 % (12.8 km) is classified
as ‘Fairly Good’ (Grade c, worse than expected for an unpolluted
river).
The chemical quality of the catchment is mainly ‘Very Good’ with
83.2 % (242.2 km) attaining a grade A, which is defined as a natural
river ecosystem that is suitable for all abstractions as well as very
good salmonid fisheries and cyprinid fisheries. 16.1 % (46.8 km) is
classed as ‘Good’ (Grade B, a river ecosystem that is at or close to
natural and is suitable for all abstractions as well as salmonid and
cyprinid fisheries). The remaining 0.7 % (2 km) is classed as ‘Fairly
Good’ (Grade C, a river ecosystem that is close to natural, where a
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potable water supply can be achieved only after advanced
treatment, but is suitable for most other abstraction purposes and
can support a good cyprinid fishery).
Groundwater Quality
Insufficient information available at this time although, by the next
CAMS cycle, data should be available.
Water Abstraction
There were 392 licensed abstractions within this catchment prior to
the deregulation of 87 licences, authorising the abstraction of less
than 20 m3/day, under the Water Act 2003. Within the Usk
catchment, surface water is the dominant source. Of the 392
licences, 315 authorise abstraction from surface water resources.
These licences represent 99.3 % of total daily authorised volume.
Only 77 of the licences authorise abstraction from groundwater
resources. These licences only account for 0.7 % of the total daily
authorised volume.
Although ~ 40 % of the licences within the catchment have been
issued for general agricultural purposes, these represent less than
0.1 % of the total daily volume available for abstraction whereas the
largest abstractor by volume is DCWW for public water supply
at 95 %. The Usk catchment is a key strategic resource for
supplying water to much of South East Wales and an extensive
system of water transfers has been developed to distribute this
water. DCWW operate these abstractions and transfers under the
South East Wales Conjunctive Use Scheme (SEWCUS).
The next largest use (at 2.4 %) is a licence exempt British
Waterways abstraction to supply the Monmouthshire and Brecon
Canal for navigation purposes. This abstraction is covered by an
informal operating arrangement. It is anticipated that the exempt
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status of this abstraction will be removed when Section 5 of the
Water Act 2003 is implemented. The remaining water (~ 2.6% by
volume) is abstracted for commerce/industry, domestic use, spray
irrigation, horticultural watering, lake/pond maintenance, fish
farming and hydropower generation purposes.
Under the Usk Habitats Directive RoC process, four of the
catchment’s DCWW licensed abstractions and one licence exempt
British Waterways abstraction could not be shown to have ‘no
adverse effect’ on the integrity of the River Usk SAC. A number of
options concerning the operation and conditions/constraints of these
abstractions are therefore currently being appraised and discussed
with both DCWW and British Waterways.
Further to this, all new consumptive surface water licences issued
after 1st April 2010 will include a Hands Off Flow (HOF) restriction,
measured at Trostrey Gauging Station. When the flow in the River
Usk at Trostrey Gauging Station is equal to or less than 2,630 Mega
litres per day (Ml/d) (579 million gallons per day), then abstraction
must stop.
Non-consumptive or groundwater licences may have restrictions
placed on them depending on local conditions. It may also be
necessary to impose the following conditions/restrictions:
• Spring and autumn seasonal constraints to protect the
migration periods of critical SAC species;
• Fish screens on abstraction intakes to help stop entrainment
and impingement from pumping;
• No significant sub-daily pumping, to prevent the rapid
exposure of habitat.
Encourage new abstractors to adopt water management measures
such as using winter storage reservoirs in order to make their
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supplies more reliable;
All new licence variations (other than downward variations, or minor
variations having no environmental impact) will be time limited. The
next Common End Date for the Usk CAMS is 31st March 2026.
However, where an abstraction may impact on the River Usk SAC,
a shorter time period may apply. This is so we can monitor the
effect of the abstraction on a SAC/SPA and change the licence if
necessary.
For existing licences:
Time limited licences will be renewed providing the abstraction
meets three criteria, environmental sustainability, continued
justification of need, and efficient use of water.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/289991/LIT_2341_1fbc98.pdf
Interim SE Wales Licensing Policy is available at: http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20131203145522/http://www.environmentagency.gov.uk/static/documents/Leisure/Interim_SE_Wales_Licensing_Policy_April_2011_interim.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The document sets out how Natural Resources Wales will manage
Natural Resources Wales has a statutory duty, to ensure that the
water abstraction from the Wye catchment until 2014. The strategy
integrity of the riverine SAC ecosystem is maintained or restored
provides the framework for any decision on an abstraction license
through sustainable water resources management. As part of this
application, outlining where water is available, and, if relevant,
duty, they have to ensure that permissions (abstraction licences,
where we need to reduce current rates of abstraction. Additionally,
discharge consents, radioactive substance authorisations, waste
policy is outlined on time limited licences and whether existing
management licences and integrated pollution control (IPC)
licences should be renewed and, if so, on what terms.
authorisations) do not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the
designated SAC species.
Note: An amendment to the Wye CAMS was provided in 2010 by
the Interim SE Wales Licensing Policy.
Under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010
(as amended), the Environment Agency Wales has a duty to assess
the effects of existing abstraction licences and any new applications
The Interim Policy states that for new licence applications which
to make sure they do not adversely affect the integrity of the
could affect SAC rivers, the Environment Agency will apply
European site directly or indirectly. Water efficiency is also tested by
Regulation 48 of the Habitats Regulations. The purpose of this
assessment, called ‘Assessment of Likely Significant Effect’, is to the EA before a new license is granted. If the assessment of a new
application shows that it could have an impact on a SAC/SPA the
establish whether it is possible to conclude that the abstraction
EAW will have to follow strict rules in setting a time limit for that
licence, if issued, is “not likely to have a significant effect" upon
license.
the integrity of any European site (SAC, Special Protection Area
[SPA]). The Countryside Council for Wales and/or Natural
A river flow threshold has been set (1,363,800 cubic metres per
England are consulted as part of this risk assessment. 3
day). Flows under or equal to this rate prevents abstractors from
We will only issue a licence if it is not likely to have a significant
water abstraction. Reason being a ‘Hands off Flow’ (HOF) condition
effect on the integrity of the site. We won’t refuse a licence
of approved abstraction projects to approval of new licences,
application until we have discussed with the applicant whether
designed to safeguard against an adverse affect to the integrity of
we can add any conditions to the licence to help mitigate the
the European site.
impact. The requirements for this assessment are:
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•
•
•

any application within the boundary of a European site;
any application that is in hydrological continuity with a
European site;
any application located outside the European site that has
the potential to affect the interest features of the
European site, either directly or indirectly.

The Wye CAMS covers an area of 4171 km2, encompasses the
Rivers Wye, Lugg and their tributaries, and spans the border of
England and Wales. The main urban areas within the catchment are
Hereford, Monmouth, Leominster, Ross-on-Wye and Hay-on-Wye.
Within the Wye catchment, surface water is the dominant source of
supply.
Water Quality
The biological quality results (2002-2004) for the majority of the
Wye catchment indicated an overall classification of very good
(Grade A) to good biological quality (Grade B). The results for the
Eign Brook are an exception to this, indicating a classification of fair
biological quality (Grade D). This is a reduction in quality from fairly
good (Grade C) in 2000.

Regional

Additionally, new licences and variations to a licence contain an
effective start date and an expiry date, which is a statutory duty in
accordance with amendments to the Water Resources Act 1991 by
the Water Act 2003.
The catchment has been split into 4 Water Resource Management
Units (WRMU). The document states that all 4 WRMUs are
assessed to have “no water available‟ meaning no water is
available for abstraction at low flows.
In terms of construction, maintenance and use of equipment
enabling water abstraction could potentially cause disturbance
(noise and vibration) due to the pumps. Such disturbance may also
function as migration barriers, contamination and pollution.
Seasonal constraints may be necessary as a condition of
abstraction approval to avoid adverse impacts on for example,
disturbance of breeding patterns/or habitat.

The chemical water quality results (2002-2004) indicated that the
majority of the Wye catchment is classified as very good (Grade A)
and good (Grade B). The results for the Eign Brook are slightly
lower and are classified as good (Grade B) and fairly good (Grade
C). The Wye catchment presents an ecosystem that is at or close to
natural and the water quality is suitable for all abstractions.
The water quality in the Wye CAMS area is also subject to the River
Quality Objectives (RQOs). These are targets specifying the water
quality needed in our rivers if we are to rely on them for water
supplies, recreation and conservation. Each reach of a river is given
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a target River Ecosystem (RE) classification (see section 1.8 of the
technical document for further details).
The majority of the Wye catchment can be classed as an important
salmon and trout fishery and the RQO targets and RE classification
grading scheme reflect this use. The Lower and Upper Wye, its
larger tributaries, and the main stem of the Lugg have an RE target
of 1 or 2 which aims for water quality suitable for supporting all fish
species, including both salmonid and cyprinid fisheries. The Eign
has an RE target of RE 3 which aims for water quality suitable for
high-class coarse fisheries
Water Abstraction
Of the 602 licences, 391 authorise abstraction from surface water
resources. These licences represent 89%of the total authorised
daily volume. 211 of the licences authorise abstraction from
groundwater resources. These licences account for 11% of the total
authorised daily volume.
The largest abstractor for public water supply in the Wye catchment
is Dwr Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) with 40% of the total daily
licensed volume. DCWW holds a total of 18 licences. Severn Trent
Water Plc also abstract water from the Wye for the purpose of
public water supply, holding three abstraction licences in the lower
River Wye. Severn Trent’s public water supply licences represent
10% of the total daily licensed volume.
Abstractions for agricultural purposes represent 33% of the total
daily volume licensed for abstraction, with spray irrigation
accounting for 97% of this volume. This includes direct spray
irrigation, storage for spray irrigation and spray irrigation to prevent
frost.
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All new licences we issue include Hands Off Flow (HOF)
restrictions, which are mainly linked to our primary HOF of
1,363,800 cubic metres per day (300 million gallons per day) as
measured at Redbook Gauging Station.
To satisfy the requirements of the Habitats Regulations
it may be necessary to:
• apply a shorter time limit to the licence. This is so we can
monitor the effect of the abstraction on a SAC/SPA and
change the licence if necessary;
• impose more stringent HOF conditions on licences than
currently imposed by the local Wye licensing policy;
• set spring and autumn seasonal HOF constraints to protect
the migration periods of critical SAC species;
• impose fish screens on abstraction intakes to mitigate
entrainment and impingement from pumping;
• not allow sub-daily intermittent pumping in order to prevent
the rapid exposure of critical habitats.
The Water Act 2003 introduces a new statutory framework for
managing water resources that will be implemented into the water
resources authorisation system over the next few years. The main
changes that are still to be implemented include:
• new controls on previously exempt abstractions for mine and
quarry de-watering, trickle and other forms of irrigation,
transfers into canals and internal drainage districts;
• stronger powers for water resources planning and
management;
• more flexibility to the licensing regulations to improve their
efficiency and to encourage water rights trading;
• stronger powers on water conservation
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The Tywi, Taf & Gwendraeth Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (2006)
Not available online.
Document Details
The Tywi, Taf & Gwendraeth CAMS area is mainly within the
County of Carmarthenshire, although there are small areas that fall
within Pembrokeshire, Ceredigion and Powys. As well as the Tywi,
Taf and Gwendraeth catchments, the area covers the catchments of
the Cynin, Dewi Fawr, Cywyn, Gwili, Cothi, Sawdde, Bran and
Doethie and the coastal area from Pendine to Kidwelly.
The Tywi is 96km long from source to the tidal limit and rises at an
altitude of 445 metres above sea level, in sparsely populated open
hill country. The upper reaches are steep and bouldery in nature
while the lower stretches, downstream of Llandovery, are wide
and shallow with a medium–low gradient. The Tywi is a highly
mobile river, meandering in the middle and lower reaches across a
wide floodplain composed of alluvium. From Llandeilo, the river
meanders its way to the sea through an open flat valley floor and
becomes tidal near Abergwili.
Water Quality
On the whole, water quality in this CAMS area is excellent, while the
water quality in the Gwendraeths is generally very good. The main
cause of poorer water quality in some stretches of the rivers is
diffuse agricultural pollution.
Another factor affecting water quality and river ecology is
acidification. Acidification results from the base-poor geology and
soils in upper parts of the catchment not being able to buffer acid
deposition. This is exacerbated by conifer plantations. Acidification
leads to increased availability of toxic metals in the water,
particularly aluminium. The Tywi is affected by acidification for 17km
downstream of Llyn Brianne, and this may be a factor affecting

Regional

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Natural Resources Wales has a statutory duty, to ensure that the
integrity of the riverine SAC ecosystem is maintained or restored
through sustainable water resources management. As part of this
duty, they have to ensure that permissions (abstraction licences,
discharge consents, radioactive substance authorisations, waste
management licences and integrated pollution control (IPC)
authorisations) do not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the
designated SAC species.
Under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010
(as amended), the Environment Agency Wales has a duty to assess
the effects of existing abstraction licences and any new applications
to make sure they do not adversely affect the integrity of the
European site directly or indirectly. Water efficiency is also tested by
the EA before a new license is granted. If the assessment of a new
application shows that it could have an impact on a SAC/SPA the
EAW will have to follow strict rules in setting a time limit for that
license.
Approved licence applications for water abstraction contain a
‘Hands off Flow’ (HOF) condition, designed to safeguard against an
adverse affect to the integrity of the European site. The river flow
threshold which enacts the HOF condition are specific to each
application on a first come first served basis. The catchment has
been split into 5 Water Resource Management Units (WRMU). The
document states that all 5 WRMUs are assessed to have “water
available‟.
In terms of construction, maintenance and use of equipment
enabling water abstraction could potentially cause disturbance
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diminished fish populations. The automatic lime dosers on the Tywi
and Camddwr have reduced acidification, although acidic water
from the Doethie still enters the Tywi below Llyn Brianne dam. A
project is underway to monitor the effect of limestone sand in
alleviating acidic episodes on these rivers.

(noise and vibration) due to the pumps. Such disturbance may also
function as migration barriers, contamination and pollution.
Seasonal constraints may be necessary as a condition of
abstraction approval to avoid adverse impacts on for example,
disturbance of breeding patterns/or habitat.

Within the CAMS area there is a lack of information with regard to
groundwater quality. The groundwaters in the coastal areas could
show some tidal influence and in certain cases abstraction could
draw up saline water.

Under the Habitats Regulations Natural Resources Wales has a
duty to assess the effects of existing abstraction licences and any
new applications to make sure they are not impacting on
internationally important nature conservation sites. Water efficiency
is also tested by the EA before a new license is granted. If the
assessment of a new application shows that it could have an impact
on a SAC/SPA the EAW will have to follow strict rules in setting a
time limit for that license.

Water Abstraction
Within the Tywi, Taf and Gwendraeth CAMS area there are 143
licensed groundwater abstractions and 67 licensed surface water
abstractions, prior to deregulation. The main consumptive use of
surface water is for public water supply. Small volumes are
abstracted for agriculture, water bottling, private water supplies and
industry.
Abstractions that return almost all of the water close to the point of
abstraction are known as non consumptive. There are a number of
these in this CAMS area, most of which are to provide throughflow
to fish or amenity ponds. A few of the abstractions are restricted by
hands-off flow conditions (HOF) to protect other existing abstractors
or for environmental reasons.

Natural Resources Wales has a statutory duty, to ensure that the
integrity of the riverine SAC ecosystem is maintained or restored
through sustainable water resources management. As part of this
duty, they have to ensure that permissions (abstraction licences,
discharge consents, radioactive substance authorisations, waste
management licences and integrated pollution control (IPC)
authorisations) do not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the
designated SAC species.

“Hands-off flow” conditions (HOF) on licences that require
abstraction to cease (or reduce) when the flow in the river falls
below a specified level. Therefore, when river flows are above this
hands-off flow, abstraction can take place but when flows are below
this, no abstraction (or reduced abstraction) can occur. Low flows
will occur more frequently during the summer months.
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In order to maximise abstraction while maintaining the variability of
flow (required for many aquatic species) a tiered system of handsoff flows is applied. Licences are generally granted with the lowest
hands-off flow possible on a first-come-first-served basis. As more
licences are granted, the hands-off flow must be increased to
maintain sustainable flows in the river.
Although the majority of the licensed abstractions within the Tywi,
Taf and Gwendraeth CAMS are from groundwaters, a much higher
volume is abstracted from surface waters due to an exemption area
and it is possible that there are a large number of exempt
abstractions for agricultural use.
The majority of the consented discharges are from water treatment
works and sewage treatment works that serve local communities.
There are also discharges from an effluent treatment plant and a
creamery. Although the latter has now ceased manufacturing, the
consents to abstract and discharge are to be retained by the new
occupiers. Discharges make up only a small proportion of the river
flows within the CAMS catchments.
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Not available online.
Teme Abstraction Licensing Strategy Feb 2013 available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/291396/LIT_7850_7f5c56.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Teme Abstraction Licensing Strategy Feb 2013 supersedes the Natural Resources Wales (NRW) has a statutory duty, to ensure
Teme Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy. The Teme
that the integrity of the riverine SAC ecosystem is maintained or
Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS) area covers
restored through sustainable water resources management. As part
the whole of the catchment of the River Teme which includes parts
of this duty, they have to ensure that permissions (abstraction
of the counties of Shropshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire and
licences, discharge consents, radioactive substance authorisations,
Powys. The major settlements wholly within the area include
waste management licences and integrated pollution control (IPC)
Ludlow, Tenbury Wells and Knighton, however the highest
authorisations) do not have an adverse effect on the integrity of a
concentration of population occurs in Worcester City, only part of
designated European site.
which falls within the CAMS area.
Under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010
The Teme is the second largest tributary of the River Severn. It
(as amended), NRW has a duty to assess the effects of existing
rises in the Kerry Hills in Mid Wales from a small spring in Bryn
abstraction licences and any new applications to make sure they do
Coch quarry on Cilfaesty Hill at 460 metres above sea level. It is a
not adversely affect the integrity of the European site directly or
rural river passing through three market towns before joining the
indirectly. Water efficiency is also tested by the EA before a new
River Severn just south of Worcester after 122 kilometres. The north license is granted. If the assessment of a new application shows
of the area is bordered by the Stiperstones, Long Mynd and
that it could have an impact on a SAC/SPA the EAW will have to
Wenlock Edge and to the south east by the Suckley Hills and the
follow strict rules in setting a time limit for that license.
ridge of the Malvern Hills.
A river flow threshold has been set (240 mega litres per day) which
The Teme CAMS covers an area of 1,653km2 and is made up of
includes the River Clun (SAC). Flows under or equal to this rate
many tributaries such as the Clun, Onny and the Rea. The average prevents abstractors from water abstraction. Reason being a ‘Hands
annual rainfall across the whole catchment is 782mm (standard
off Flow’ (HOF) condition of approved abstraction projects to
period 1961 to 1990) compared to the England and Wales average
approval of new licences, designed to safeguard against an adverse
of 897mm. Major tributaries include the rivers Clun, Onny, Corve
affect to the integrity of the European site. All new abstraction
and Rea and larger brooks such as the Kyre, Leigh and Laughern.
licence applications within the Teme CAMS area are screened and
The rural nature of the area is reflected by high quality rivers
assessed for their impact on conservation sites designated under
supporting high-class fisheries and providing a variety of habitats for the Birds and Habitat Directive.
a wide range of flora and fauna. The whole of the River Teme is
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classed as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) as it
represents a biologically rich river.
Water Abstraction / Discharge
The total licensed volume of 8,303,071 cubic metres of water per
year is distributed over 125 licensed abstractions in the River Teme
catchment. Of these nine are groundwater licences, accounting for
a total annual licensed abstraction of 1,301,020 cubic metres (16%).
113 licences are for surface water, which accounts for a total annual
licensed abstraction of 6,994,751 cubic metres (84%).
Whilst there is an adequate supply of surface water resources in the
Teme catchment during the winter period, in the summer the River
Teme often experiences low flows. Unlike the River Severn, flows in
the River Teme are not supported by releases from a reservoir.
There is, therefore, a need to limit the volume of water abstracted
during periods of low flows. This is achieved by imposing flow
restriction conditions so that abstraction must reduce or cease
during low flow periods. It is also Agency policy to time limit all new
abstraction licences.
The main uses of water in the catchment are for public water supply
and agriculture, with very little industrial use. The River Teme has
become an important source of water for irrigation and there are
numerous spray irrigation licenses in force. The change in land use
from pasture to arable has increased potential for diffuse pollution.
Diversification in the farming sector has also seen the development
of fish farming and fishery enterprises, which are dependent on
surface water sources. Cultivation of farmland for potatoes is
increasing in the catchment with some farmers utilising trickle
irrigation, which whilst presently exempt from the need for an
abstraction licence will require one following the implementation of
parts of the Water Act 2003.

Regional
Given the affect of climate change of increasing rainfall, it is
considered that a combination of poor drainage and heavier than
average rainfall could potentially increase sedimentation. The
likelihood is that consequences of such would be felt lower in the
catchment where river geometry is more conducive to deposition
although, it may be possible deposits may occur within the River
Clun SAC potentially causing an adverse impact.
Changes in agricultural practises from pasture to arable have
increased potential for diffuse pollution perhaps impacting the River
Clun SAC.
Overall, Teme Valley is designated as a SSSI, the lower reaches
(stretches of water) of the catchment are affected by diffuse
pollution, mainly consisting of nutrients and solids. These are
generally thought to derive from agricultural sources and it is a
problem that can have a significant detrimental effect on water
quality.
In terms of construction, maintenance and use of equipment
enabling water abstraction could potentially cause disturbance
(noise and vibration) due to the pumps. Such disturbance may also
function as migration barriers, contamination and pollution.
Seasonal constraints may be necessary as a condition of
abstraction approval to avoid adverse impacts on for example,
disturbance of breeding patterns/or habitat.
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The majority of abstraction licences (95 out of 123) are for
agricultural purposes and spray irrigation. Although there are only a
small number of licensed abstractions for public water supply, they
account for over 50% of the total licensed quantity from the
Teme catchment. There are over 60 consented discharges to the
catchment; the majority are for sewage effluent or sewerage system
overflows. River Teme catchment is subject to ‘hands-off’ flow of
240 mega-litres / day (MI/d) on River Teme at Tenbury
Water Quality
The Teme catchment has 374km of river classified under the
Surface Waters (River Ecosystem) (Classification) Regulations
1994. Of the total length of the classified stretches within the Teme
catchment 15% (89.3km) has the highest water quality target of
RE1 and almost 73% (264km) has the water quality target of RE2.
The target of RE3 applies to 5% of the catchment (17.3km) with the
remaining 7.5% (3km) at the lower RE4 target.
Although the Teme Valley is designated as a SSSI, the lower
reaches (stretches of water) of the catchment are affected by diffuse
pollution, mainly consisting of nutrients and solids. These are
generally thought to derive from agricultural sources and it is a
problem that can have a significant detrimental effect on water
quality.
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The Severn Corridor Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy is not available online.
Severn Corridor Abstraction Licensing Strategy (Feb 2003) available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/291406/LIT_7848_c0b50e.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Severn Corridor Abstraction Licensing Strategy Feb 2013
Natural Resources Wales has a statutory duty, to ensure that the
supersedes the CAMS issued in September 2003.
integrity of the riverine SAC ecosystem is maintained or restored
through sustainable water resources management. As part of this
The River Severn is an important river, which is regulated at low
duty, they have to ensure that permissions (abstraction licences,
flows according to legal rules. The regulation of this river ensures
discharge consents, radioactive substance authorisations, waste
that the balance between the amount of water flowing downstream
management licences and integrated pollution control (IPC)
and the amount taken out by water abstractors is maintained at a
authorisations) do not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the
level that does not cause environmental damage.
designated SAC species.
This Severn Corridor CAMS focuses exclusively on the regulated
reaches of the River Severn from Afon Clywedog to the Severn
Estuary at Assessment Point 20 (Sharpness gauging station) (as
shown in Map 4), including a significant part of a Natura 2000 site
(see section 3.3). It includes the Afon Clywedog downstream of
Clywedog reservoir, River Vyrnwy downstream of Lake Vyrnwy, the
Gloucester & Sharpness Canal and the Montgomery Canal. It also
takes into account discharges from the Shropshire groundwater
Scheme (SGS). The strategy considers the Rivers Severn, Vyrnwy
and Clywedog up to full river channel capacity and any sites
affected by these rivers. It focuses mainly on the low to medium flow
range. It does not include groundwater abstractions except for any
sources adjacent to the river, such as from river gravel deposits,
from which abstraction would have an immediate and direct effect
on the flow in the main river.
The features of the River Severn vary dramatically from its source in
the Welsh hills, to its mouth at the Severn Estuary. The variations
are highlighted by the narrow, ‘v’ shaped valleys of the Clywedog in

Under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010
(as amended), NRW has a duty to assess the effects of existing
abstraction licences and any new applications to make sure they do
not adversely affect the integrity of the European site directly or
indirectly. Water efficiency is also tested by the EA before a new
license is granted. If the assessment of a new application shows
that it could have an impact on a SAC/SPA the EAW will have to
follow strict rules in setting a time limit for that license.
The licensing strategy demonstrates the rates at which ‘HOF’ is to
be adhered to. These rates prevent abstractors from water
abstraction. Reason being a ‘Hands off Flow’ (HOF) condition on
approved abstraction licences, designed to safeguard against an
adverse affect to the integrity of the European site.
As saline water flows up the estuary under high tide conditions,
suspended solids and organic matter deplete the available
dissolved oxygen. Freshwater inflow from the River Severn reduces
the depletion in oxygen levels. If abstraction significantly lessens
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the Cambrian Mountains in the north west and Ironbridge Gorge
near Telford, and the wide, low-lying floodplains where the River
Severn meets the River Vyrnwy and the Vale of Gloucester.
Water Abstraction
The River Severn is an important strategic river and provides public
water supplies to six million people. This includes water exported
out of the catchment to South Staffordshire and to Bristol via the
Gloucester & Sharpness Canal. Water is also abstracted from the
River Severn to meet the demands of agriculture, industry and
navigation. Abstractions for navigation are principally at Penarth
(just downstream of Newtown) to supply the Montgomery Canal and
at Gloucester to supply the Gloucester & Sharpness canal. The
main industrial abstraction from the Severn is at Ironbridge Power
Station where water is used for cooling, with a large proportion of
the water abstracted returned after use near to the abstraction point.
Agricultural users primarily abstract water for spray irrigation of field
crops such as potatoes in the lower and middle reaches of the
catchment during the summer.
There are numerous treated sewage and treated trade effluent
discharges into the River Severn. The majority of industrial
discharges that directly enter the Severn are not large enough to
present any threat to the quality of the receiving watercourse. The
remaining discharges into the Severn are from sewage treatment
works.
The licensing strategy for the Severn Corridor include:
• New licences or increases to existing licences will be subject
to a time limit of 31 March 2010 (in line with delivery of the
next Severn Corridor CAMS)
• All new or varied abstractions on the River Severn and the
Gloucester & Sharpness Canal for consumptive abstraction

National

freshwater inflow in the upper estuary, the resulting oxygen
reduction (coincident with high tides) could distress fish and
potentially lead to fish kills. It is therefore important that the
dynamics of the Severn estuary are fully understood to establish the
minimum freshwater inflow required to reduce the likelihood of such
an incident occurring. Additional water abstraction brought about by
growth of settlements in terms of housing and employment may
exacerbate this oxygen reduction issue.
The Severn Corridor, particularly in its upper reaches, has suffered
from a number of minor, irregular agricultural pollutions in the past.
Recovery from such incidents however has always been relatively
quick. However, it may be considered likely that as farming
practises change in terms of large scale Free Range Egg
Production (FREP) enterprises and large scale ‘in-house’ farm units
for livestock management; issues over pollutants may (cumulatively)
exceed given nutrient thresholds for the European designation, in
this case Montgomery Canal.
The result of the resource assessment for the Water Resource
Management Units (WRMU) A, B, 1, 2, 3, and 4 is ‘water available’.
However, the result of the resource assessment for the Water
Resource Management Units’ 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 say there’s
‘no water available’. Montgomery Canal lies within WRMU 2.
Some of the upper reaches are impacted by acidification which
could potentially be increased due to diffuse and point source air
pollution attributable to development pressure
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greater than 0.02 Ml/d will be issued subject to a condition
restricting them when regulation at Bewdley is greater than
or equal to 500 Ml/d from any source.
For the River Vyrnwy summer (April – October) abstractions
will be tied to a hands-off flow (HOF) of 55 Ml/d at
Llanyblodwel on the Afon Tanat, and a HOF of 234 Ml/d
during the winter (November – March)
For the River Severn and River Clywedog, upstream of the
Severn/Vyrnwy confluence licences for summer abstractions
will be tied to a HOF of 78 Ml/d at Dolwen gauging station.
All applications for licences are assessed on their own merit,
taking into account the potential impact on freshwater flows
to the Severn Estuary.

Water Quality
The Severn Corridor, particularly in its upper reaches, has suffered
from a number of minor, irregular agricultural pollutions in the past.
Recovery from such incidents however has always been relatively
quick. Some of the upper reaches are impacted by acidification.
There is less diversity of invertebrates at these sites. The biological
quality has not suffered from any periods of low flows because the
River Severn is regulated i.e. supported by releases from Clywedog
Reservoir, Shropshire Groundwater Scheme and Lake Vyrnwy
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Not available online.
Document Details
The Severn Uplands CAMS area is a collection of mainly small
tributaries of the Rivers Severn and Vyrnwy together with one
groundwater unit and some minor aquifers that support hundreds of
small private water supply abstractions. The River Severn itself is
not part of this CAMS area. Both the Severn & Vyrnwy Rivers
(downstream of the Clywedog and Vyrnwy dams) have been
considered as part of the Severn Corridor CAMS.
The CAMS area includes the Clywedog and Vyrnwy reservoirs in
the west, together with the upland hills of Powys and extends to the
River Perry confluence with the River Severn just west of
Shrewsbury. Oswestry is included in the north and Churchstoke in
the south. The CAMS area is predominantly rural in character, and
is known for its attractive upland landscape, natural beauty and high
quality rivers.
Water Abstraction
The plentiful surface water resources in the catchment are reflected
in the volume of surface water licensed abstractions, which are four
times those issued for groundwater. The total licensed volume of
over 25,000 megalitres per year is distributed over 204 licences.
The majority of water (68%) is licensed for abstraction for general
agricultural purposes. This reflects the predominately rural nature of
the catchment. Most of the remaining licences are for spray
irrigation or private water supply.
A large proportion of the catchment is exempt from licensing for
groundwater abstractions. Much of the area concerned has only
shallow and unreliable groundwater, the groundwater licences are
therefore only needed in the Knockin Groundwater unit and around

Regional

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Environment Agency has a statutory duty, to ensure that the
integrity of the riverine SAC ecosystem is maintained or restored
through sustainable water resources management. As part of this
duty, they have to ensure that permissions (abstraction licences,
discharge consents, radioactive substance authorisations, waste
management licences and integrated pollution control (IPC)
authorisations) do not have an adverse effect on the integrity of the
designated SAC species.
Under The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010
(as amended), the Environment Agency Wales has a duty to assess
the effects of existing abstraction licences and any new applications
to make sure they do not adversely affect the integrity of the
European site directly or indirectly. Water efficiency is also tested by
the EA before a new license is granted. If the assessment of a new
application shows that it could have an impact on a SAC/SPA the
EAW will have to follow strict rules in setting a time limit for that
license.
The RAM assessment indicated that the availability status for these
units is ‘Water Available’. However, this CAMS area feeds directly
into the River Severn (Severn Corridor CAMS published June
2003), which has a status of No Water Available. This effectively
means that water may be available for abstraction during the winter
but not in the summer (without HOF restrictions).
The licensing strategy demonstrates the rates at which ‘HOF’ is to
be adhered to. These rates prevent abstractors from water
abstraction. Reason being a ‘Hands off Flow’ (HOF) condition on
approved abstraction licences, designed to safeguard against an
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the main rivers in the sands and gravels.
The main groundwater abstraction in this area is for public water
supply. There are over 70 consented discharges within the
catchment, of which the majority are for sewage effluent or
sewerage system overflows. The principal sewage discharge is from
the works serving Oswestry into the Morda.

Regional

adverse affect to the integrity of the European sites such as the
Montgomery Canal or the Berwyn SPA.
In order to protect the River Severn downstream of the Worfe
confluence, the status for the (1) Dulas, (2) Trannon, (3) Carno, (4)
Rhiw, (5) Camlad, (6) Banwy, (7) Cain, (8) Tanat, (9) Morda, (10)
Weir Brook, and the Groundwater Mamangemnt Unity – Knockin, is
therefore deemed to be ‘No Water Available’.

Due to the rural nature of the area, a large proportion of houses are
not connected to public or private sewage treatment works but
dispose of foul sewage by means of soakage of septic tank effluent
into the ground. Such volumes are usually below 5m3/d and so are
not formally controlled by the Agency.
Guidance on the assessment of new abstraction applications
• All new and varied licences will be time limited to 2018
• Where appropriate (if hydrologically similar) licences will
have a hands off flow at Llanblodwel on the Tanat of 55ml/d.
This will mean that in a dry year (1995) the licence would be
restricted for about 80 days and in an average year (1997)
would be restricted for around six days.
Another HOF at another gauge site may be applied if the Tanat is
not suitable
• In smaller catchments, which are not hydrologically similar to
the Tanat, the abstractor may be required to install an
appropriate measuring structure at or near the point of
abstraction (which may be correlated to a gauging station in
another catchment).
• All new and varied licences in this unit for consumptive
abstraction greater than 0.02Ml/d will be issued subject to a
condition restricting them when regulation at Bewdley is
greater than or equal to 500Ml/d from any source.
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The Severn Uplands Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (2005)
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Water Quality
Of the total length of the classified stretches in the Severn Uplands
CAMS, almost 65% (202.8km), has been set at the highest grade
possible water quality objective (RE1). The remaining 105.4km
requiring a slightly more lenient target of RE2 and only one
designated stretch (7.5km) at RE3 classification. Many of the
watercourses have stretches designated under the EC Directive on
the quality of fresh waters needing protection or improvement in
order to support fish life. Reaches designated as salmonid river
totals 100km. The Montgomery Canal has cyprinid status so is
required to achieve certain standards to protect these fish.
The Severn Uplands catchments provide a vital role in diluting the
treated discharges from many rural sewage treatment works, and
more principal ones including Oswestry STW and the Water
Treatment Works (WTW) at Llanforda (treats the water from Lake
Vyrnwy before being distributed to Merseyside). The headwaters of
many streams and rivers along the western uplands are still seeing
the effects of acid runoff and/or drainage from abandoned metal
mines.
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The Shropshire Middle Severn Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (2007):
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Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/291395/LIT_5393_7eeda4.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Shropshire Middle Severn Abstraction Licensing Strategy Feb
Under the Habitats Regulations Natural Resources Wales has a
2013 supersedes the Shropshire Middle Severn Catchment
duty to assess the effects of existing abstraction licences and any
Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS).
new applications to make sure they are not impacting on
internationally important nature conservation sites. Water efficiency
The Shropshire Middle Severn CAMS sets out how much water is
is also tested by the EA before a new license is granted. If the
available in the catchment and our proposed options for managing
assessment of a new application shows that it could have an impact
this water now and in the future. It also provides an opportunity for
on a SAC/SPA the EAW will have to follow strict rules in setting a
members of the public to comment on the proposals and be
time limit for that license.
involved in the process. CAMS are a rolling programme, and we will
review the Shropshire Middle Severn CAMS in six years time.
NRW has a statutory duty, to ensure that the integrity of the riverine
SAC ecosystem is maintained or restored through sustainable water
Although this Strategy is called the Shropshire Middle Severn
resources management. As part of this duty, they have to ensure
CAMS, it also covers parts of Staffordshire, Cheshire, Wrexham,
that permissions (abstraction licences, discharge consents,
Telford and Wrekin. The main watercourses are the Rivers Tern,
radioactive substance authorisations, waste management licences
Perry, Roden, Strine and Meese, the Cound Brook and Rea Brook.
and integrated pollution control (IPC) authorisations) do not have an
This CAMS does not include the River Severn as it was considered adverse effect on the integrity of the designated SAC species
in the Severn Corridor CAMS which was published in June 2003.
The only management unit within this CAMS that would have an
The strategy for this WRMU is to maintain the Over Licensed status effect on Powys’ LDP is Water Resource Management Unit 5 – Rea
as at present. This means that for new licences:
Brook. There is sufficient water in this catchment.
• Winter storage reservoirs and other water efficient measures
European sites that is affected by abstraction from the Shropshire
will be encouraged.
Middle Severn:
Surface Water
• The Stiperstones and the Hollies
• A hands-off flow restriction will apply, stating that abstraction
must cease when the flow in the River Perry falls below
60Ml/d as measured at the Agency gauging station at
Yeaton.
Groundwater
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The Shropshire Middle Severn Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (2007):
•

Regional

Licences will be available from the two groundwater aquifers
in this Management Unit (Ensdon and Whittington) on a
short term basis. In recognition of the unique way in which
the Shropshire Groundwater Scheme (SGS) has been
licensed and developed, we propose to issue time limited
licences with an end date of the next cycle of CAMS (2013).
Unlike normal practice there will be no presumption of
renewal. This approach will therefore enable short-term
development of groundwater resources allocated to
Shropshire Groundwater Scheme for the benefit of the
abstractor.
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Wye and Usk Catchment Flood Management Plan (2010)
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Not available online.
Document Details
CFMPs help us to understand the scale and extent of flooding now
and in the future, and set policies for managing flood risk within the
catchments.
The Wye and Usk CFMP covers an area of approximately 5,700
km2 and includes approximately 240,000 properties. The area is
largely rural, but also contains some dispersed urban centres.
Around three per cent of the area is urbanised with the five main
areas being Hereford, Cwmbran, Monmouth, Newport and
Chepstow. Smaller towns in the catchment include Builth Wells,
Llandrindod Wells, Brecon, Abergavenny and Leominster.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Management Plan does set out policy options which are
designated in appropriate areas for managing flood risk within the
catchments, although these are subject to review.
Construction and maintenance of flood defences and prevention
measures may cause disturbance in terms of noise and artificial
light, physical vibration, and/or potential contamination.
Construction of physical flood barriers could potentially act as
migration barriers in terms of their physical presence (size and
scale) which could adversely impact on the integrity of a designated
European site.

There are 1,008 kilometres of main rivers from ten different rivers.
This includes the Wye and its main tributaries the Lugg (including
Unclear on what ‘further action to reduce risk’ and ‘need to do more
the Frome and Arrow), Monnow, Irfon and Ithon; and the Usk and its in the future to contain what would otherwise be increasing risk’
main tributaries the Lwyd, Olway Brook and Grwyne.
means in practise. However, the construction of levees or bund
features on riparian areas which may cause an impact on the
Upland parts of the catchments are steep, mountainous,
migration of qualifying species for a European designated site.
impermeable and fast responding. The profile flattens out
downstream to become wide lowland floodplains with gentler
meanders. On the Wye, natural water storage provided by the
Letton Lakes attenuates river flows and during flood events reduces
the peak flow downstream. Both the Rivers Wye and Usk, and a
number of smaller coastal rivers drain into the Severn Estuary.
Approximately 16 per cent of the area is designated for its nature
conservation value and includes 18 sites of international importance
and more than 300 sites of national importance. Some sites have
multiple designations.
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Wye and Usk Catchment Flood Management Plan (2010)
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The plan has considered how social, economic and environmental
objectives are affected by flood risk management activities under
each policy option. Policy analysis and selection is based on flood
risk across the entire CFMP area and not just the key locations. The
Wye and Usk catchments have been divided into seven distinct subareas which have similar physical characteristics, sources of
flooding and level of risk which have distinct policies applied at the
present time.
• Policy 1
Areas of little or no flood risk where we will continue to monitor and
advise. This policy will tend to be applied in those areas where there
are very few properties at risk of flooding. It reflects a commitment
to work with the natural flood processes as far as possible.
• Policy 2
Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we can generally reduce
existing flood risk management actions. This policy will tend to be
applied where the overall level of risk to people and property is low
to moderate. It may no longer be value for money to focus on
continuing current levels of maintenance of existing defences if we
can use resources to reduce risk where there are more people at
higher risk. We would therefore review the flood risk management
actions being taken so that they are proportionate to the level of
risk.
• Policy 3
Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we are generally
managing existing flood risk effectively. This policy will tend to be
applied where the risks are currently appropriately managed and
where the risk of flooding is not expected to increase significantly in
the future. However, we keep our approach under review, looking
for improvements and responding to new challenges or information
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Wye and Usk Catchment Flood Management Plan (2010)
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as they emerge. We may review our approach to managing flood
defences and other flood risk management actions, to ensure that
we are managing efficiently and taking the best approach to
managing flood risk in the longer term.
• Policy 4
Areas of low, moderate or high flood risk where we are already
managing the flood risk effectively but where we may need to take
further actions to keep pace with climate change. This policy will
tend to be applied where the risks are currently deemed to be
appropriately-managed, but where the risk of flooding is expected to
significantly rise in the future. In this case we would need to do
more in the future to contain what would otherwise be increasing
risk. Taking further action to reduce risk will require further appraisal
to assess whether there are socially and environmentally
sustainable, technically viable and economically justified options.
• Policy 5
Areas of moderate to high flood risk where we can generally take
further action to reduce flood risk. This policy will tend to be applied
to those areas where the case for further action to reduce flood risk
is most compelling, for example where there are many people at
high risk, or where changes in the environment have already
increased risk. Taking further action to reduce risk will require
additional appraisal to assess whether there are socially and
environmentally sustainable, technically viable and economically
justified options.
• Policy 6
Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we will take action with
others to store water or manage run-off in locations that provide
overall flood risk reduction or environmental benefits. This policy will
tend to be applied where there may be opportunities in some
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Wye and Usk Catchment Flood Management Plan (2010)
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locations to reduce flood risk locally or more widely in a catchment
by storing water or managing run-off. The policy has been applied to
an area (where the potential to apply the policy exists), but would
only be implemented in specific locations within the area, after more
detailed appraisal and consultation.
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River Dee Catchment Flood Management Plan (2010)
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Not available online.
Document Details
CFMPs help us to understand the scale and extent of flooding now
and in the future, and set policies for managing flood risk within the
catchments.
The River Dee is 110 kilometres long from its source in the
Snowdonia National Park to where its estuary discharges into
Liverpool Bay. Upstream of Llyn Tegid the river is fast flowing in a
narrow incised valley, whilst downstream of the lake the valley
bottom and natural floodplain opens out to approximately one
kilometre wide. The river once again follows a narrow incised valley
through Llangollen and downstream to Erbistock (upstream of
Bangor-on-Dee). Between Erbistock and Chester the floodplain is
flat and very wide.
The catchment is rich in biodiversity in terms of species and
habitats. Approximately 16 per cent of the catchment is designated
for its nature conservation value. The River Dee is designated as a
site of special scientific interest (SSSI) and Llyn Tegid is a Ramsar
site. The Dee Estuary has Special Protection Area (SPA), Special
Area of Conservation (SAC) and Ramsar designations. Parts of the
Clwydian Mountain Range are designated as an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). In all, 18 per cent of the
catchment is within the Snowdonia National Park or has AONB
designation.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Management Plan does set out policy options which are
designated in appropriate areas for managing flood risk within the
catchments, although these are subject to review
Construction and maintenance of flood defences and prevention
measures may cause disturbance in terms of noise and artificial
light, physical vibration, and/or potential contamination. Construction
of physical flood barriers could potentially act as migration barriers
in terms of their physical presence (size and scale) which could
adversely impact on the integrity of a designated European site.
Unclear on what ‘further action to reduce risk’ and ‘need to do more
in the future to contain what would otherwise be increasing risk’
means in practise. However, the construction of levees or bund
features on riparian areas which may cause an impact on the
migration of qualifying species for a European designated site.

The upland catchment is predominantly rural, with sheep farming on
the poorer areas of grassland and significant areas of commercial
forestry. There is intensive dairy farming on the fertile lowlands in
and around Wrexham and on the Cheshire Plain, and arable
farming in Wirral and Sealand. Only six per cent of the catchment is
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River Dee Catchment Flood Management Plan (2010)
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urban with Wrexham, Chester, and Deeside (the conurbation
embracing Connah’s Quay, Queensferry, Pentre, Sandcroft,
Hawarden Airport, and Saltney) being the main urban centres
accounting for over 60 per cent of the population. Tourism, cottage
industries, retail, commercial and industrial activities in and around
Chester, Wrexham, Deeside and the smaller towns are very
important to the economy of this area.
The plan has considered how social, economic and environmental
objectives are affected by flood risk management activities under
each policy option. Policy analysis and selection is based on flood
risk across the entire CFMP area and not just the key locations. The
Wye and Usk catchments have been divided into seven distinct subareas which have similar physical characteristics, sources of
flooding and level of risk which have distinct policies applied at the
present time.
• Policy 1
Areas of little or no flood risk where we will continue to monitor and
advise. This policy will tend to be applied in those areas where there
are very few properties at risk of flooding. It reflects a commitment
to work with the natural flood processes as far as possible.
• Policy 2
Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we can generally reduce
existing flood risk management actions. This policy will tend to be
applied where the overall level of risk to people and property is low
to moderate. It may no longer be value for money to focus on
continuing current levels of maintenance of existing defences if we
can use resources to reduce risk where there are more people at
higher risk. We would therefore review the flood risk management
actions being taken so that they are proportionate to the level of
risk.
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River Dee Catchment Flood Management Plan (2010)
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• Policy 3
Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we are generally
managing existing flood risk effectively. This policy will tend to be
applied where the risks are currently appropriately managed and
where the risk of flooding is not expected to increase significantly in
the future. However, we keep our approach under review, looking
for improvements and responding to new challenges or information
as they emerge. We may review our approach to managing flood
defences and other flood risk management actions, to ensure that
we are managing efficiently and taking the best approach to
managing flood risk in the longer term.
• Policy 4
Areas of low, moderate or high flood risk where we are already
managing the flood risk effectively but where we may need to take
further actions to keep pace with climate change. This policy will
tend to be applied where the risks are currently deemed to be
appropriately-managed, but where the risk of flooding is expected to
significantly rise in the future. In this case we would need to do
more in the future to contain what would otherwise be increasing
risk. Taking further action to reduce risk will require further appraisal
to assess whether there are socially and environmentally
sustainable, technically viable and economically justified options.
• Policy 5
Areas of moderate to high flood risk where we can generally take
further action to reduce flood risk. This policy will tend to be applied
to those areas where the case for further action to reduce flood risk
is most compelling, for example where there are many people at
high risk, or where changes in the environment have already
increased risk. Taking further action to reduce risk will require
additional appraisal to assess whether there are socially and
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environmentally sustainable, technically viable and economically
justified options.
• Policy 6
Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we will take action with
others to store water or manage run-off in locations that provide
overall flood risk reduction or environmental benefits. This policy will
tend to be applied where there may be opportunities in some
locations to reduce flood risk locally or more widely in a catchment
by storing water or managing run-off. The policy has been applied to
an area (where the potential to apply the policy exists), but would
only be implemented in specific locations within the area, after more
detailed appraisal and consultation.
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River Basin Management Plan: Severn River Basin District (December 2009)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/291442/gemi0910bssk-e-e.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
This plan focuses on the protection, improvement and sustainable
The Management Plan does not direct development although, does
use of the water environment. River basin management is the
seek to address specific pressures through direct physical actions
approach the Environment Agency is using to ensure combined
such as removal of physical features, dialogue and promotion of
efforts to achieve the improvement needed in the Severn River
other methods to remedy the situation to meet the Water
Basin District.
Framework Directive.
There are various challenges which relate to a range of specific
pressures that need to be dealt with in this river basin district. The
most significant of these are:
• abstraction and other artificial flow regulation –
problems related to taking water from rivers, lakes and
groundwater;
• non-native species - invasive non-native species are plants
and animals that have deliberately or accidentally been
introduced outside their natural range, and by spreading
quickly threaten native wildlife and can cause economic
damage;
• nitrate – a nutrient found in fertilisers used in agriculture,
and in sewage effluent;
• pesticides – chemical and biological products used to kill or
control pests;
• phosphate – a nutrient in sewage and fertiliser, which can
cause too much algae to grow in rivers when in excess
quantities;
• physical modification – changes to the structure of water
bodies, such as for flood defence;
• sediment – undissolved particles floating on top or
suspended within water, for example those caused by
increased rates of soil erosion from land based activities.
Sedimentation can smother river life and spread pollutants

Current abstraction levels meets residential and industrial water
need thus, an action here is to reduce abstraction along reaches of
the watercourse, it may be necessary to restrict/limit development in
specific areas to avoid adverse affects to integrity of the European
site.
Non-native species could be inadvertently spread which may
enhance site vulnerabilities to invasion. It is considered that there is
an elevated risk (likelihood) of this occurrence where transient
movements are more prevalent. Practises such as tourism (walking,
cycling and/or equestrian), types of animals and their movements by
farmers, and large farming units such as poultry units where
vehicles are frequently used.
Site vulnerabilities could be enhanced due to additions of
pesticides, phosphates and nitrate which potentially leads to
eutrophication, changes in pH with detrimental effects on water
quality with resultant habitat loss and/or fragmentation. Where
levels of input are unsatisfactory, with the potential to cause
adverse effects, practises such as poultry units and large residential
developments which place additional strain on the integrity of the
protected site can be restricted / limited by the LDP. Use of land,
where change of use is sought can also be controlled to reduce the
potential for ‘in-combination’ effects.
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River Basin Management Plan: Severn River Basin District (December 2009)
•

from the land into the water environment;
urban and transport pollution – a range of pollutants
related to urban areas and the transport network.

The Severn River Basin District is home to over 5.3 million people
and covers an area of 21,590km2, with about one third of the district
in Wales. The River Severn is the longest river in Britain and flows
into the Severn Estuary. As well as the River Severn and its main
tributaries the district includes the rivers of South East Wales,
including the Wye, Usk and Taff, and those of the counties of Avon
and Somerset that drain into the Severn Estuary (map below).

Regional

Physical modification could potentially result in changes to channel
geometry sufficient to increase the potential for flooding in areas
previously not considered to be at risk. This in turn could potentially
increase sedimentation as newly flooded areas could suffer higher
levels of erosion due to less resilient material. Thus, there may be
‘in-combination’ effects with development consequently, it is
important that developed areas through housing, transport and
industry are planned and considered away from areas prone to
flooding to reduce runoff, pollution from particulates, and reduce
water quality issues.
Sedimentation could be influenced by numerous variables from tree
planting (or removal) to tourism and changes in the climate.
Inappropriate tree planting could have an adverse effect on the
water quality of the watercourses as they could potentially change
the pH. Additionally, sensitively managed tree planting can
potentially serve to stabilise rates of sedimentation into the water
course. In terms of land use, tourism lodges and forestry plantations
can be restricted to reduce the risk (likelihood) of enhancing a site
vulnerability.
Urban pollution could be enhanced through ‘in-combination’ effects
where inappropriate and unsustainable models, modes and
methods of development are used in terms of residential,
employment and leisure structures and uses.
‘In-combination’ effects in terms of transport pollution could be
enhanced both from point and diffuse sources’. Where pathways
are identified between a source and European site vulnerability,
mitigation and/or restrictions to development and land use will be
considered to safeguard the integrity of the European site.
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Within Powys Unitary Authority Area (excluding Brecon
Beacons National Park)
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River Basin Management Plan: Western Wales River Basin District (2009)
Not available online.
Document Details
This plan is about the pressures facing the water environment in the
Western Wales River Basin District, and the actions that will
address them. It has been prepared under the Water Framework
Directive, and is the first of a series of six-year planning cycles.
A range of challenges remain, which will need to be addressed to
secure the predicted improvements. They include:
• diffuse pollution from agricultural and other rural
activities;
• diffuse pollution from historical mines;
• physical modification of water bodies;
• point source pollution from water industry sewage
works;
• acidification.
The Western Wales River Basin District covers an area of 16,653
square kilometres and over 1.3 million people live within it. It
extends across the entire western half of Wales from the Vale of
Glamorgan in the South, to Denbighshire in the North. It is
predominantly rural in nature; the main centres of population are
restricted to the coastal strip and the westernmost of the South
Wales valleys (Map below).
Of importance with regards to Powys is the European designation of
the Dyfi estuary as it falls within the 15km buffer of the Powys
planning area.
Dyfi Estuary SPA

Regional

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Management Plan does not direct development although, does
seek to address specific pressures through direct physical actions
such as removal of physical features, dialogue and promotion of
other methods to remedy the situation to meet the Water
Framework Directive.
Site vulnerabilities could be enhanced due to additions of
pesticides, phosphates and nitrate which potentially leads to
eutrophication, changes in pH with detrimental effects on water
quality with resultant habitat loss and/or fragmentation. Where
levels of input are unsatisfactory, with the potential to cause
adverse effects, practises such as poultry units and large residential
developments which place additional strain on the integrity of the
protected site can be restricted / limited by the LDP. Use of land,
where change of use is sought can also be controlled to reduce the
potential for ‘in-combination’ effects.
Physical modification could potentially result in changes to channel
geometry sufficient to increase the potential for flooding in areas
previously not considered to be at risk. This in turn could potentially
increase sedimentation as newly flooded areas could suffer higher
levels of erosion due to less resilient material. Thus, there may be
‘in-combination’ effects with development consequently, it is
important that developed areas through housing, transport and
industry are planned and considered away from areas prone to
flooding to reduce runoff, pollution from particulates, and reduce
water quality issues.
Sedimentation could be influenced by numerous variables from tree
planting (or removal) to tourism and changes in the climate.
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River Basin Management Plan: Western Wales River Basin District (2009)
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Inappropriate tree planting could have an adverse effect on the
water quality of the watercourses as they could potentially change
the pH. Additionally, sensitively managed tree planting can
potentially serve to stabilise rates of sedimentation into the water
course. In terms of land use, tourism lodges and forestry plantations
can be restricted to reduce the risk (likelihood) of enhancing a site
vulnerability.
Acidification can be increased via pollution. Thus, ‘in-combination’
effects in terms of pollution could be enhanced both from point and
diffuse sources’ such as construction and engineering works of
buildings and structures, and/or transport networks. Where
pathways are identified between a source and European site
vulnerability, mitigation and/or restrictions to development and land
use will be considered to safeguard the integrity of the European
site.

Issues
There are extensive areas of forestry plantation including the Dyfi
valley and Coed-Y-Brenin north of Dolgellau. Diffuse inputs such as
sediments from both agriculture and forestry affect the biological
quality of the catchment. Many of the rivers support important
salmon and sea trout fisheries. Good progress has been made in
recent years easing barriers to migration for example removing
woody blockages in the forestry in the Dyfi catchment and improving
river habitats through creation of buffer strips.

Periodic liming if unmanaged and at inappropriate times of the year
could potentially have ‘in-combination’ affects with agricultural
inputs where not properly regulated. Additionally, a reliance on
‘quick-fixes’ such as liming could potentially result in suddenly
elevated levels of nutrients causing habitat loss and an adverse
impact.
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River Basin Management Plan: Western Wales River Basin District (2009)
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Actions
Local actions will address the key pressures in the catchment, and
those waters in the worst state will be prioritised. Actions to improve
ecological quality include initiatives to provide advice to farmers,
pollution prevention visits to bathing waters to issues that threaten
bathing water compliance and upgrades to sewage treatment
works. Fisheries will continue to improve from poor and moderate
towards good status by voluntary salmon catch and release for
recreational angling in targeted rivers and liming of headwaters in
the Mawddach catchment. Under the Metal Mines Strategy,
remediation options will be progressed at Parys Mountain and Dylife
mine to reduce metal pollution. These actions are predicted to be
enough to improve the biological status of 4 water bodies by 2015
and 9 per cent of rivers in North West Wales will improve for at least
one element by 2015. For example the fish classification in the Afon
Gwyrfai will improve.
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TraCC Regional Transport Plan 2009
http://www.tracc.gov.uk/fileadmin/user_upload/RTP_Final/TraCC_Final_RTP_September_2009_LowRes.pdf
Regional Transport Plan Annual Progress Report (APR) for the 2012/13 financial year. http://www.tracc.gov.uk/uploads/media/201213_TraCC_APR_Appendix.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The overall Vision for the TraCC regional transport plan is:
• During the plan period 7700 homes are going to be allocated
‘To plan for and deliver in partnership an integrated transport
development to accommodate the increase in the County’s
system in the TraCC region that facilitates economic development,
population. This increase will inevitably increase the number of
ensures access for all to services and opportunities, sustains and
cars on the road and with more people visiting Wales there is a
improves the quality of community life and respects the
possibility that this could increase European sites’ vulnerability
environment’
and not enhance their current condition.
• This plan looks to combat the above issues and ultimately
The ten priorities of the RTP are to:
ensure that the transport infrastructure and the use of cars in
• Reduce the demand for travel
Powys is developed in a sustainable way which would reduce
• Minimise the impact of movement of the global and
the existing and added carbon emissions.
local environment and ensure the highest levels of
• One of the plan’s top priorities is to ‘minimise the impact of
protection to European Sites.
movement of the global and local environment and ensure the
• Improve safety and security for all transport users.
highest levels of protection to European Sites’. This shows that
it is looking to enhance these sites whilst delivering the required
• Improve travel accessibility to services, jobs and
development within the county by incorporating sustainable
facilities for all sectors of society.
ideas into the strategy.
• Improve the quality and integration of the public
transport system including the role of community
transport.
• Provide, promote and improve sustainable forms of
travel
• Maintain and improve the existing transport
infrastructure (road and rail).
• Ensure travel and accessibility issues are properly
integrated into land use decisions.
• Improve the efficiency, reliability and connectivity of
movement by all modes of transport within and
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•

Regional
between Mid Wales and the other regions of Wales
and of England.
Deliver a co-ordinated and integrated travel and
transport network through effective partnership
working.
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TraCC Mid Wales Regional Highways Strategy (2012)
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Available at: http://www.tracc.gov.uk/uploads/media/_1__Mid_Wales_Regional_Highways_Strategy_December_2012.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
TraCC has commissioned the Regional Highways Strategy in order By the very nature of the Strategy infrastructure projects such as
to put in place a coherent approach for highways in the Region
junction improvements, by-pass or relief road improvements, traffic
which can be used to guide RTP investment, ensure regional
management schemes and pedestrian or cycling condition
priorities are fully represented in national spending and support the
improvements may have in-combination effects. However the
Local Authority programmes for highways investment and
Strategy provides strategic guidance on projects and is not site
maintenance. The strategy is for all highways in the Region,
specific. It is therefore difficult to predict effects as specific sites
whether they are managed by the Local Authorities or the Trunk
have not been identified.within the strategy.
Road Agencies, in order to ensure that priorities are based on need
and potential benefits rather than on responsibilities.
The purpose of this strategy is therefore to provide a framework for
highways investment. The strategy document provides a long-term
direction. The document comprises an overview of the policy
context, the highways context, problems and opportunities, and the
strategy.
Strategy objectives include:
1.Improving and managing highway network infrastructure;
2. Promoting road safety;
3. Reducing and managing freight movements; and
4. Monitoring and Evaluation.
Regional routes are identified as:
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TraCC Mid Wales Regional Highways Strategy (2012)

Regional

•

A40 east and west of Brecon;

•

A479 and A438 between Talgarth and Hay-on-Wye and
Crickhowell;

•

A483 south of Newtown;

•

A489 east of Newtown;

•

A495 north of Welshpool;

•

A493, A494, A496 and A4212 in Meirionnydd; and

•

A494, A482 and A485 in Ceredigion.

Core Freight routes include:
•

A470;

•

A40;

•

A487 south of Machynlleth;

•

A44 from Llangurig to Aberystwyth;

•

A458 from Shropshire to Welshpool;

•

A483 from Shropshire to Newtown; and

•

Parts of the A483.
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TraCC Walking and Cycling Strategy (Feb 2012)

Regional

http://www.tracc.gov.uk/uploads/media/TraCC_Walking_and_Cycling_Strategy_February_2012.pdfA
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The purpose of this strategy is to provide a framework for walking
The Walking and Cycling Strategy aims to improve walking and
and cycling investment in the region. The strategy document
cycling infrastructure. It does not set out direct policy but has a
provides a long-term direction. It firstly sets out the policy and
number of objectives as laid out in the documents details sections.
strategy context, the baseline issues, then derives objectives and
Some of these objectives will leads to development such as
sets out a methodology to allow the evaluation of proposed
providing grant support for facilities such as the installation of cycle
schemes.
parking, lockers and shower facilities in schools, colleges, existing
employment locations and public transport facilities. These may
Two documents have been formulated, namely the ‘Walking and
result in-combination effects but it is more likely that the Walking
Cycling Strategy’ and a ‘Prioritised Programme for Investment
and Cycling Strategy will focus on strategic level objectives with
2012’. The Programme for Investment 2012’ comprises a five year other plans such as LDP’s taking the policies forward.
programme of schemes, prioritised using the evaluation framework
from the strategy. The separation of the Walking and Cycling
Strategy into two parts will enable the five year programme to be
updated regularly, depending on funding and delivery issues.
The Strategic objectives are:
•
•

Improve the health and wellbeing of Mid Wales residents;
Reduce car use and carbon and other environmental
impacts of travel;
• Improve accessibility to and between key settlements, public
transport interchanges, employment, education, and
services and facilities;
• Encourage economic development through enhancing
tourism, leisure and recreation infrastructure; and Influence
travel decisions of present and future transport users
through land use planning and travel behaviour initiatives.
Strategy elements:
• Improving Walking and Cycling Infrastructure
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TraCC Walking and Cycling Strategy (Feb 2012)

Regional

•

Provision of Associated Facilities for Walking and Cycling

•

Supporting Training

•

Promoting Sustainable Choices

Other issues highlighted:
• Encouraging walking and cycling through planning and
developments
•

Maintaining and managing the network; and

•

Monitoring.
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Draft TraCC Regional Rail Strategy and Actions (2013)

Regional

Available at: http://www.tracc.gov.uk/uploads/media/Draft_TraCC_Regional_Rail_Strategy_and_Actions_January_2013.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
In 2009/10, TraCC recognised that it needed to develop an up-toThe strategy outlines infrastructure projects that TraCC has chosen
date and comprehensive rail study for the Mid Wales region. Capita to support: These include:
Symonds was commissioned in 2009 to undertake the
• Cambrian Main Line hourly service;
TraCC Rail Utilisation Study.
• Integrated ticketing
• Enhancing station facilities and access;
The Report lists a number of recommendations which have
• Passenger train enhancement;
subsequently been presented to the TraCC Passenger Transport
• New stations;
Working Group for implementation. In summary they cover:
• Bus connections;
• Enhancements for existing railway stations (particularly
• Effective partnership arrangements; and
Categories 1 & 2);
• Marketing and promotion of rail services
• Development of business cases/ appraisals for new railway
stations;
In delivering these projects “in-combination” effects may become
• Better integration between rail, bus and other passenger
apparent. For example: TraCC considers the new stations at Carno
transport services;
and Bow Street to be regional priorities. These development works
• Development of proposals for passenger service frequency
could be considered as “in-combination”.
• enhancements;
• Development of a programme of level crossing eliminations;
• Examination of opportunities for rail freight;
• Strengthening of regional partnership working arrangements;
and
• Further development of service marketing and publicity.
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Draft TraCC Regional Rail Strategy and Actions (2013)

Regional

Rail Networks in Mid Wales.
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Severn Trent Drought Plan 2014
Available at: http://www.severntrent.com/upload/pdf/Severn-Trent-Water-Drought-Plan-2014.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Water Act (2003) made it a statutory requirement for water
The drought plan is unlikely to cause “in-combination” effects as
companies to produce and maintain a Drought Plan, and update it
mitigation measures are proposed through their plan.
every three and 1/2 years.
Severn Trent investing significant resources every year to manage
Welsh Water Drought Plan sets out how we will manage our
customer demands, promote water efficiency and reduce leakage.
resources and supply system in dry years, to maintain our service to In section 5 we have committed to devote even more resources to
our customers.
demand management during a drought. This work reduces the
likelihood of needing drought permits or drought orders.
In 2013 we consulted on our updated Drought Plan. In January
However, when we have exhausted all of the demand management
2014 Defra gave us permission to publish our final Drought Plan
options available we will have to use supply side measures like
(see link above). We have also published a non-technical summary. drought permits. When we implement any drought management
We undertook a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and
action we seek to avoid any adverse environmental damage. In
Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) of our Drought Plan to
addition to trying to prevent any environmental harm from occurring
ensure that environmental impacts are taken into account
we have also considered numerous environmental mitigation
measures. Some of these mitigation measures are generic and can
Severn Trent have undertaken a Habitat Regulations Assessment
apply to any location where we may apply for a drought permit/
(HRA) for this draft drought plan. This assesses the likely effects of
order.
the drought plan on European sites, alone or in
combination with other plans. This HRA considers whether actions
The following list shows generic mitigation measures that we will
in a drought plan would adversely affect the integrity of any
consider if we have to
European sites. We shared a draft version of this HRA with the EA,
implement a drought permit or drought order:
Natural England (NE) and EA Wales(now Natural Resources Wales/
• Fish rescue
Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru) in March 2013.
• Aeration (for example, of discharges)
• Reduction of other abstractions, if possible
• Freshet releases
• Other forms of flow augmentation (potentially from rarely
used/ emergency/ resilience sources)
• Increase the frequency/ coverage of monitoring – this
constitutes ‘in- drought’
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Severn Trent Drought Plan 2014
•
•
•

monitoring
Ensure there is adequate ‘post-drought monitoring’
Habitat restoration.
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Aggregates Regional Technical Statement
South west regional aggregates working party Regional Technical Statement (October 2008) available at:
http://www.swrawp-wales.org.uk/Html/rts/Final%20RTS%20October%202008.pdf
North Wales and South Wales Regional Aggregate Working Parties (1st Review) Main document (2014) available at:
http://www.npt.gov.uk/ldpexamination/SWW09%20RTS%201st%20Review%20(SWRAWP%20&%20NWRAWP)%20(2014).pdf
Document Details
Minerals Technical Advice Note 1: Aggregates (2004) (MTAN 1)
requires a Regional Technical Statement (RTS) be prepared in each
Regional Aggregate Working Party (RAWP) area. It is envisaged
that each RTS should be reviewed every five years.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The RTS relate to the supply of primary aggregates. Neighbouring
planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘in-combination’
effects to the European sites within Powys through their aggregate
policies and proposals.

Statements for both south and north Wales were completed in 2008. Aside from predictions of economic growth and associated general
construction activity, a further important element in the demand for
A first review of these documents is currently published as the 1st
aggregates is that relating to major infrastructure projects.
Review (2014).
Consultations with the South Wales RAWP Technical Secretary and
RAWP members suggests that such projects may include the
The RTS documents are an important part of ensuring that an
following:
adequate supply of primary aggregates can be maintained, which
• M4 (toll) Newport Relief Road
meets local, regional and UK needs. They form a key delivery
• Circuit of Wales (International Motor Sport Complex),
mechanism for implementing national planning policy for minerals
Blaenau Gwent
contained in Minerals Planning Policy Wales (2000) and MTAN 1.
• A465 Heads of the Valleys road dualling (Sections 2, 3, 5
Collaboration across local authority boundaries is a necessary
and 6)
imperative when dealing with minerals and Local Development
Plans Wales (2005) states that new and existing cross boundary
• Cardiff Eastern Bay Link Road
work should be integrated into Local Development Plans (LDPs),
• Swansea Bay tidal lagoon
where relevant, noting the RTS documents as a key area of cross
• Severnside Airport, Newport
boundary work. To date the RTS documents have proved a
• Severn Barrage (subject to further evidence on economic
valuable strategic basis for informing the preparation of LDPs. The
feasibility)
RTS documents are also capable of being a material consideration
• Various large-scale on-shore wind farm proposals
when determining relevant planning applications.
The Wind farm proposals would be the only large infrastructure
All Regional Technical Statements seek to:
project that would have an impact on the Powys LDP. The others
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Aggregates Regional Technical Statement
• Maximise the use of secondary and recycled materials and
mineral wastes.

would not have “in-combination” effects.

• Safeguard land-based minerals which may be needed in the long
term.
• Acknowledge that where the principles of sustainable development
can be achieved, the extension of existing aggregate quarries is
likely to be appropriate.
• Where there is a need for new areas of aggregates supply, these
should come from locations of low environmental constraint and
take into account transport implications.
• Maintain supply of marine aggregate consistent with the
requirements of the Interim Marine Aggregates Dredging Policy
(IMADP).
South west regional aggregates working party 1st Review
(2014)
The First Review RTS covers the 25 year period up to 2036, but
further reviews will still be initiated every 5 years, in accordance with
MTAN1, to ensure that it can react to any significant change in
circumstances, such as the recent deep recession which has
informed this review.
Regional Technical Statement (1st Review) Appendix B (South
Wales) – *The following details relate to Powys specifically and are
included in Appendix B:
Apportionment for the future provision of land-won primary
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Aggregates Regional Technical Statement
aggregates
The planning authority is required to make future provision for landwon primary aggregates within its Local Development Plan on the
basis of the following annualised apportionments:
•

Land-won sand & gravel provision: Nil

•

Crushed rock aggregates provision: 2.51 million tonnes
per year until the end of the Plan period and for 10 years
thereafter.

These figures are based on the assumption that average annual
demand for land-won primary aggregates within the area, over the
period to 2036, will be comparable to the average annual sales over
the baseline period used in the First Review of the RTS (i.e. 2001 to
2010). They are also based on the assumption that supplies of
alternative aggregates, from marine, secondary and recycled
sources, will continue to be maintained in proportions comparable to
those experienced during the baseline period.
The accuracy of these assumptions will continue to need to be
monitored by the planning authority, using information from various
data sources and new surveys (e.g. by NRW, WG etc.) and that
data will be used to inform a revision of the apportionment
requirements, if this is needed, as part of the next review of the
RTS.
It should be emphasised that the annualised apportionments noted
above are given only as a guide to the calculation of the total
apportionment required over the duration of the LDP. In practice,
sales will vary from year to year and there is no requirement for the
authority to maintain or limit these in line with either the annualised
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Aggregates Regional Technical Statement
apportionment or the historical sales averages.
The need for provision to extend beyond the Plan period is based
on the requirement in MTAN1 for maintaining landbanks of 7 years
for sand & gravel and 10 years for crushed rock, throughout the full
duration of the LDP. Subject to this requirement being met, the
overall provision at any given time may comprise both landbanks of
permitted reserves and allocations for future working, where these
are required (see below).
Comparison with existing landbanks
The total apportionments for Powys, as calculated in Table 5.1 of
the main document, over the 25-year horizon covered by the First
Review of the RTS are zero for land-won sand & gravel and 62.75
million tonnes for crushed rock. These compare with existing
landbanks (excluding dormant sites) of 0.03 million tonnes for sand
& gravel (jointly with Neath Port Talbot) and 119 million tonnes for
crushed rock (as at 31st December 2010).
Allocations required to be identified in the Local Development
Plan
In view of the large surplus of existing permitted crushed rock
reserves, no further allocations for crushed rock are required to be
identified within the LDP. However, consideration should also be
given to whether any of the factors set out in paragraph B75 above
give rise to any other requirements for resource allocations. As far
as possible, any allocations should be identified as Specific Sites or,
failing that, as Preferred Areas. If, as a last resort, it is only possible
to identify broad Areas of Search, these should be sufficient to offer
the potential of much greater quantities of reserves, in order to
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reflect the uncertainties involved.
Treatment of Dormant sites
One dormant igneous rock quarry exists within Powys, as detailed
in Table B5, above. The planning authority should assess the
likelihood of this site being worked within the Plan period, subject to
the completion of an initial review of planning conditions and
submission of an Environmental Impact Assessment. If there is a
likelihood of reactivation, and if the site is considered by the
authority to conform to the definition of ‘Specific Sites’, as set out in
paragraph 14 of Minerals Planning Policy Wales, it may be offset
against any requirements that may otherwise be identified for
allocations for future working.
Use of alternative aggregates
Powys is not thought to be a significant user of marine-dredged
aggregates, in view of its considerable distance from relevant ports
and wharves.
Sources of secondary aggregate within the County are thought to
be scarce or absent and, in view of the remote and rural nature of
much of the County, there is likely to be only a limited degree of
recycled aggregate production from construction, demolition and
excavation wastes.
Nevertheless, the residual requirements for primary land-won
aggregates assume that alternative materials will continue to be
utilised to at least the same extent as in the past, and the authority
should continue to encourage this. Safeguarding of primary
aggregate resources Resources of both crushed rock aggregates
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and land-based sand & gravel should be safeguarded within the
LDP in accordance with the British Geological Survey’s
safeguarding maps, or such other geological information as may be
available and suitable for this purpose.
Safeguarding of wharves and railheads
All existing and potential new railheads should be identified for
safeguarding within the LDP, in order to provide a full range of
sustainable transport options (whether or not they are currently
utilised).
Page 8 Appendix B:
In Powys, HSA is produced from three sandstone units (Dolyhir,
Gore and Cribarth) and from two igneous quarries (Builth, in the
centre of the County, and Criggion, close to the English border near
Welshpool). All five of these units export aggregates to England and
all of them exploit very localised geological outcrops which provide
material that is capable of meeting HSA specifications. To varying
degrees, similar material is likely to exist in adjoining parts of the
same formations, but only within a few kilometres of the existing
quarries. Other active sites within Powys cater only for local needs
although one of these (Tan-y-Foel) has the potential, at least, for
producing HSA sandstone. Overall, the scope for significantly
modifying the existing supply pattern of sandstone and igneous rock
within central Powys, whilst still maintaining the overall level of
output required, is therefore extremely limited. There would be
potential benefits to be gained, in terms of proximity, by limiting
future planning permissions to resource outcrops closest to the
English border, although those areas (around Criggion, Gore and
Dolyhir quarries) are seen to have low environmental capacity (in
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part, if not entirely, because of the existing quarries).
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Wales Regional Waste Plan (North and South East Wales regions)
Available at: www.walesregionalwasteplans.gov.uk
Document Details
The Wales Regional Waste Plan consists of three regions. Powys
is included within the North Wales and South East Wales regions.
North Wales Region:
In 2004 the North Wales Regional Waste Plan was adopted. This
non-statutory plan provides a land use planning framework for the
North Region and is a material consideration in the planning
process. Waste is not a static industry and the Plan needs to be
reviewed to reflect the changing needs of the region. We are
currently producing the First Review of the North Wales Regional
Waste Plan.
The Waste Plan contains information about waste issues both
generally and within a regional context. It explains and assesses the
6 possible options and the Hybrid option for dealing with the waste
generated in the Region. There are also best practice guidance
statements relating to waste management within a landuse planning
context.
It states the principal purpose of the Plan “is to provide a landuse
planning framework which will assist in the provision of a
comprehensive, integrated and sustainable network of new waste
management facilities throughout the North Wales
Region to deal with the future waste forecast to be generated in the
Region in 2013. The plan, which deals with ALL
controlled waste, provides a sustainable landuse planning
framework for the Region for the next ten years”.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Each of the Unitary Authorities in the Region have a duty to allocate
within their own development plan an integrated and adequate
network of waste management facilities to deal with the forecast
waste generated within their own Local Authority area. In doing the
HRA we need to be aware of neighbouring authority plans for waste
management.
Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘incombination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
their waste management policies and proposals.
In combination effects may arise in the very nature of a waste
management facility being developed either within the plan area or
a neighbouring plan area
The waste plans state “Where it is not possible / practicable for an
Authority to deal with all forecast waste arisings within its area, then
that Authority’s LDP shall identify how that particular element of
waste generated within its area is to be managed by reference to
cross boundary arrangements. The allocation of waste
management facilities within the Region shall have a cumulative
capacity that deals with all of the waste forecast to be generated in
the Region. Any additional capacity over and above the waste
forecast to be generated in the Region will need to be fully justified”.
Page 54 of the North Wales Regional Waste Plan identifies the
existing sites of licensed facilities in the region and should be
referred to for “in combination” effects.

A hybrid option is the favoured approach for the North Wales
Region which is a combination of the two options below:
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Option 2: In this Option after increased recycling and composting all
remaining waste would where possible be subjected to energy from
waste treatment with the residual sent to landfill.
Option 6: In this Option after maximising re-use, recycling and
composting the remaining waste would be subject
to MBT and the residual from that process would be landfilled
South East Wales Region:
The first Regional Waste Plan (south east) was agreed by the
Members Steering Group, endorsed by all of the local authorities in
the region and published in March 2004.
The Regional Waste Plan provides a long-term strategic waste
management strategy and land-use planning framework for the
sustainable management of wastes and recovery of resources in
South East Wales. The Welsh Assembly Government has given the
responsibility of preparing, monitoring and reviewing the plan to the
South East Wales Regional Waste Group. This group is led by a
Steering Group of councillors from the 11 local planning authorities
in the region with a Technical Group of officers from local
government, the Welsh Assembly Government, Environment
Agency Wales and other government bodies, and representatives
from the waste industry and environmental groups.
SE Regional Waste Strategy
The aims are to:
•

achieve the 2020 Landfill Directive targets by 2013 achieving
this principally through maximising recycling and composting
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•

deal with residual waste by Mechanical Biological Treatment
choose between either sending the residual waste from
MBT to landfill or using it as Refuse Derived Fuel

•

limit the amount of waste going to landfill to that which can
not be dealt with acceptably in any other way.
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Regional Development Plans
Brecon Beacons National Park Local Development Plan 2007-2022

Regional

Available at: http://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Brecon-Written-Statement.pdf
Document Details
Spatial approach - The Plan seeks to deliver growth in locations
that have been identified through a synthesis of the results of
community engagement with the Environmental Capacity of an area
and the availability of appropriate and deliverable development land.
It is a bottom up approach which draws on local knowledge of the
area and technical assessments of deliverability.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘incombination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.

5 level Settlement Hierarchy – Brecon (Primary Key Settlement),
Talgarth /Crickhowell / Hay-on-Wye /
Sennybridge and Defynnog ( Key Settlements) and then
Settlements, Limited Growth Settlements and the Countryside.

Need to consider also how the towns/villages in the NP can
accommodate/attract growth in terms of housing and jobs for our
neighbouring communities in Powys or our communities/settlements
that straddle the boundary.

Housing growth - The identified housing requirement for the
Brecon Beacons National Park for the Plan period is 1990. The
LDP identifies land to supply an estimated 2,045 dwellings over the
LDP period, 960 of which are provided for by land allocations.

113

Appendix 5 – Plans, Projects and Programmes

Herefordshire Local Development Framework 2011-2031

Regional

Available at: https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/local-plan
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/core-strategy
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/posthearing
Document Details
The Council submitted the Herefordshire Local Plan Core Strategy
to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government in
September 2014. The Secretary of State appointed a Planning
Inspector to conduct an examination.
In February 2015 a public examination was held on the Plan, after
some modifications were proposed to the strategy.
A summary of modifications can be viewed online at the following
link:
www.herefordshire.gov.uk/posthearing

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘incombination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.
The River Wye SAC currently includes sections where the water
quality exceeds phosphate level targets and this excess prevents
sections of the river from achieving favourable condition. It is also
necessary to ensure that sections of river currently meeting their
water quality targets do not fail as a result of new development –
work is underway on the preparation of a Nutrient Management
Plan, the aims of which are to control and reduce phosphates in the
SAC.
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Shropshire Local Development Framework 2006-2026 (Adopted Core Strategy March 2011)

Regional

Available at: http://shropshire.gov.uk/media/830904/shropshire-core-strategy-2011-reduced.pdf
Document Details
Core Strategy (2006 – 2026) adopted February 2011.
Key Development Plan Document - Site Allocations and
Management of Development (SAMDev).
Spatial approach - Five spatial zones and a form of settlement
hierarchy. Shrewsbury recognised as the County town, 5 main
market towns (Bridgnorth, Ludlow, Market Drayton, Oswestry,
Whitchurch) and 13 other smaller market towns and key centres,
then rural areas.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘incombination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.
Possible cross boundary impacts, eg Name the villages that
straddle the boundary? for example Llanymynech straddles the
border and contains the Mont Canal SAC.

Details are set out in 18 Place Plans, rolling documents under
continual review, which set out priorities, planned investments and
infrastructure delivery.
Housing growth – Planning for around 27,500 homes, 25% to
Shrewsbury, 40% to market towns and key centres, 35% to the rural
areas in identified community hubs and community clusters. Also
potential additional housing provision (up to 1000 dwellings, if
required) for returning military personnel.
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Wrexham Unitary Development Plan (2005)

Regional

Available at: http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/english/planning_portal/plan_policy/wxm_udp.htm
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Spatial approach – The strategy seeks to safeguard the amenity of Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘insettlements and secure economy and efficiency in the use of land
combination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
resources through the regeneration of built-up areas together with
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
limited outward growth. The strategy is applied within three policy
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
sub-areas, Wrexham, Urban Villages, and Rural Villages.
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.
Housing growth – The housing element of the strategy
reflects the overall approach towards settlement growth set out
above. In essence, the aim is to allocate most new housing
development to a range of sites within and adjacent to existing built
up areas; to make
optimum use of previously developed or vacant land; to make use of
spare capacity in infrastructure and services; and to focus on
locations with reasonable public transport, walking and cycling links.
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Denbighshire Local Development Plan 2006-2021

Regional

Available at: http://denbighddms.wisshost.net/english/adopted_LDP.htm
Document Details
Spatial approach - to focus development into a small number of
large sites in the north of the County (partly due to transport
reasons, higher levels of need and fewer constraints), with smaller
scale new development being supported in other County
settlements, using a settlement hierarchy.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘incombination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.

Housing growth – Approximately 7,500 new dwellings to be
developed over the Plan period (average 500 per year), of which
land allocations contribute 3,300 dwellings. The principle allocation
is at Bodelwyddan (key strategic site) for 1715 dwellings with further
growth being dispersed to other settlements in accordance with a
five tier settlement hierarchy:
Bodelwyddan (1715), Lower Growth Towns functioning as regional
and/or local service centres (2606) - namely Rhyl, Prestatyn, St
Asaph, Denbigh, Ruthin and Corwen together with the Village tier
towns of Llangollen and Rhuddlan , other Villages (900), Hamlets
(affordable dwellings only). Assuming 1400 (windfall) within existing
development boundaries.
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Eryri Local Development Plan 2007-2022

Regional

Available at: http://www.eryri-npa.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/184684/ELDP-Final-6.1.12.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Spatial approach - A sustainable hierarchy of settlements is
Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘inproposed as the organising basis for development and service
combination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
provision within the National Park. The higher settlements are
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
consistent with the Wales Spatial Plan and with neighbouring
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
authorities’ development plans while the lower hierarchy of
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
settlement reflects the rural context of Snowdonia.
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.
Housing growth - New housing during the plan period has been
calculated at 770-830 dwellings (51-55 dwellings per year). Taking
account of the contribution of the existing land supply to this
requirement and the potential contribution of small sites and windfall
sites within housing development boundaries and an estimated
contribution for conversions to housing from other uses, the LDP
maximum residential requirement = 252 dwellings (ie land
allocations) which includes a contingency allowance of 125 units.
Spatially these will be provided in Local Service Centres – Dolgellau
and Bala (22-34% of overall housing requirement), Service
Settlements - Harlech, Aberdyfi, Betws y Coed, Trawsfynydd and
Llanberis (which is only partly within the Park) (9-13% of overall
housing requirement), Secondary Settlements (up to 53% of overall
housing requirement) , Smaller Settlements (up to 7% overall
housing requirement), Open Countryside (up to 12% overall housing
requirement including conversions)
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Joint LDP for Anglesey & Gwynedd 2011-2026
Available at: http://www.anglesey.gov.uk/planning-and-waste/planning-policy/joint-local-development-plan-anglesey-and-gwynedd/
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Spatial approach - Development is distributed in accordance with a Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘insettlement strategy based on a settlement’s levels of service
combination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
provision, function and size (population) and subject to its
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
environmental, social and infrastructure capacity to accommodate
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
development. Hierarchy ranging from: i) Sub-Regional Centre
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
(Primary Settlement) of Bangor to ii) Urban Service Centres
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.
(Amlwch, Holyhead, Llangefni in Anglesey, Blaenau Ffestiniog,
Caernarfon, Porthmadog, Pwllheli in Gwynedd), iii) Local Service
Centres, iv) Villages, v) identified (named) Clusters.
It is recognised that in southern Gwynedd the Eryri (Snowdonia)
National Park has the Centres of Bala and Dolgellau providing
cross-border opportunities to satisfy housing need/employment.
Housing growth - Planning for the medium growth option of 7665
houses (511 per annum) split between Anglesey (225) and
Gwynedd (outside of the National Park) (286).
The Preferred Strategy provides for around 55% of this growth in
the Sub Regional Centre and the Urban Service Centres, around
20% in the Local Service Centres and around 25% in the Villages
and Clusters.
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Ceredigion Local Development Plan 2007-2022

Regional

Available at: http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=21843
Document Details
Spatial approach - Growth focused on Urban Service Centres
(USC) and Rural Service Centres (RSC) whilst recognising that
some opportunity remains for locations other than these Centres.
7 Urban Service Centres including Aberystwyth recognised as a
settlement of national importance and as a strategic centre for Mid
Wales, 5 other Ceredigion towns (Aberaeron (Llwyncelyn),
Cardigan, Lampeter, Tregaron, Llandysul) and, although located
just over the border in Carmarthenshire, Newcastle Emlyn (Adpar)
also functions as an USC. 15 Rural Service Centres (inlcuding
large settlements such as Aberporth/Parcllyn, Llanon and Talybont).

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘incombination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.

Each of the 22 Service Centres has a Settlement Group so every
group is made up of a USC or RSC, Linked Settlements (91 in
total) and Other Locations. The Service Centre for each
Settlement Group is expected to take the majority of growth for that
Group.
Housing growth - Approximately 6544 dwelling (including 10%
contingency) distributed - at least 51% in the Urban Service
Centres, 24% in the Rural Service Centres and a maximum of 25%
(or in any event no more than 1522 units) in the ‘Linked Settlements
and Other Locations’ on non-allocated sites.
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Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan 2006-2021

Regional

Available at:
http://www.carmarthenshire.gov.uk/English/environment/planning/Planning%20Policy%20and%20Development%20Plans/Local%20Devel
opment%20Plan/Documents/Composite-Plan.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Spatial approach - The LDP seeks to consolidate the existing
Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘inspatial settlement pattern and previous development plan
combination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
frameworks, whilst continuing to reflect and promote sustainability.
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
The focus for housing and employment is within the established
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
urban centres of Llanelli, Carmarthen, and the Ammanford/Cross
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
Hands grouping of settlements. These settlements are identified as
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.
‘Growth Areas’ and are supplemented by a sustainable settlement
hierarchy (Service Centres, Local Service Centres, then Sustainable
Communities (generally grouped smaller settlements) where
proportionate growth is provided for.
Housing growth - 15,197 dwellings (1,013 units per annum) and a
further 1,043 units (approx 7%) giving an overall housing provision
of 16,240 units. Sufficient land is allocated to meet the residual
requirement of 13,260 dwellings in accordance with the Settlement
Framework as follows:
Growth Areas (8,247); Service Centres (1,354); Local Service
Centres (1,666); Sustainable Communities (1,993).
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Neath Port Talbot Local Development Plan 2011-2026

Regional

Available at: http://www.npt.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=4423
Document Details
Spatial approach – Neath Port Talbot's regional aim is to support
the City and County of Swansea through steering growth towards
the identified key settlements of Neath, Port Talbot and Pontardawe
and to the supporting communities within the Valleys
The LDP has two differing area-based strategies, a) the Coastal
Corridor Strategy Area (the two main urban towns and supporting
communities of Neath and Port Talbot); and b) The Valleys Strategy
Area (the Afan Valley, Amman Valley, Dulais Valley, Neath Valley,
Pontardawe and Swansea Valley). 6 tier settlement hierarchy –

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Neighbouring planning authorities have the potential to cause ‘incombination’ effects to the European sites within Powys through
their housing and employment land allocations and other policies.
Development across the boundary could have an indirect effect on
the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.

towns, district centres, large local centres, small local centres,
villages and dormitory settlements.
Housing growth – based on the projected economic-led and
aspiring growth scenario of 3,850 jobs for the area, the Plan makes
provision for an additional 9,150 new residential units, (8,000 plus
contingency). New housing is apportioned between Neath (48.4%),
Port Talbot (27.2%), 23.2% to the Valleys (including 9.7 % to
Pontardawe).
The Coastal Corridor has 2 strategic regeneration areas - Coed
Darcy, Neath (urban village 4,000 new homes, 2150 in the LDP
period) and Harbourside, Port Talbot (520 units). In the Valleys
area, Pontardawe and the Upper Neath Valley have been identified
as strategic growth areas.
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Rhondda Cynon Taf Local Development Plan 2006-2021

Regional

Available at: http://www.rctcbc.gov.uk/en/relateddocuments/publications/developmentplanning/localdevelopmentplan20062021/adoptedldp2011.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Spatial approach - Hybrid strategy – Northern Strategy to address The development plans of nearby local planning authorities have
decline. Tonypandy, Porth, Treorchy, Treherbert, Ferndale,
the potential to cause ‘in-combination’ effects to the European sites
Tylorstown, Mountain Ash, Aberdare and Hirwaun
within Powys through their housing and employment land
allocations and other policies. Development could have an indirect
In the south of the County Borough the emphasis is on sustainable
effect on the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
growth that benefits Rhondda Cynon Taf as a whole. The Southern substantial negative effect if connected in any way.
Strategy Area includes Pontypridd, Llantrisant (including Talbot
Green), Tonyrefail and Llanharan.
Settlement hierarchy: Principal Towns, Key Settlements and
Smaller Settlements, with new development opportunities focused
in the Principal Towns and Key Settlements of the County Borough
in order to support and reinforce the important role these centres
play.
A number of strategic sites will result in the development of between
5,000 – 5,450 new dwellings, 63 hectares of employment land,
23,400m2 net of new retail floor space and the provision of a
significant amount of new open / green space.
Housing growth - 14,385 new dwellings (959 per annum) over the
plan period.
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Monmouthshire Local Development Plan 2006-2021

Regional

Available at: http://www.planningpolicy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Adopted-LDP-February-2014r.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Spatial approach – disperse development around the County while
focusing on those locations that provide the best opportunities for
achieving sustainable development. Emphasis on the three main
towns of Abergavenny, Chepstow and Monmouth plus the
Severnside sub-region.
Settlement hierarchy:
• Main Towns: Abergavenny, Chepstow and Monmouth;
• The Severnside (M4 corridor) sub-region: the settlements
of Caerwent, Caldicot, Magor, Portskewett, Rogiet,
Sudbrook and Undy;
• Rural Secondary Settlements: Usk, Raglan, Penperlleni
and Llanfoist;
• Main Villages;
• Minor Villages (no development boundary).

The development plans of nearby local planning authorities have
the potential to cause ‘in-combination’ effects to the European sites
within Powys through their housing and employment land
allocations and other policies. Development could have an indirect
effect on the sites and could increase their vulnerability and have a
substantial negative effect if connected in any way.

Housing growth - 4,950 dwellings including 10% flexibility
allowance. Met mainly via strategic housing sites.
Main Towns = 2066 dwellings (42 %)
Severnside sub-region = 1614 (23%)
Rural secondary settlements = 495 (7.5%)
Rural Area = 782 (27.5%)
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Local Plans, Projects and Programmes.
Mid Wales (Joint) Local Transport Plan (2015)

Local

http://www.tracc.gov.uk/fileadmin/user_upload/LTP-FINAL-2015/Final_Joint_LTP_for_Mid_Wales_30-01-15.pdf
Document Details
Local Transport Plans (LTPs) are required by the Welsh
Government to continue the processes previously identified in the
Regional Transport plan for mid-Wales. The three mid-Wales local
authorities: Powys CC, Ceredigion CC and Gwynedd Council
(Mereirionnudd area) have collaborated to jointly produce a
replacement LTP, currently in Draft form, following the issue of
Welsh Government guidance in May 2014. This document provides
the present policy context and background data by which transport
in Powys can be considered

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Mid Wales Local Transport Plan identified the following
schemes specifically relating to Powys:
•

A44 Radnor Forest Bends and East-West Routes

•

Route Restrictions - Structures height. There are 28
bridges in Powys where clear headroom is less than the
standard required for vehicles complying with the
Construction and Use Regulations (minimum 5.03 m); 15
sites have been identified where height restricted county
road bridges are currently inhibiting economic growth.

•

Route Restrictions - Weight Capacity. There are structural
weight limits on 46 bridges in Powys in addition a significant
number of bridges have been assessed as having
substandard vehicle load capacity and are subject to
monitoring regimes in order to minimise disruption to the
local communities. 8 sites have been identified where
current weight limits, substandard capacity or aging
temporary bridges are inhibiting economic growth.

•

Newtown Active Travel Centre (pre & post bypass)
Study and Detailed Design

•

Active Travel for Growth Zones

The LTP identifies the following Vision for Transport in Mid Wales:
The Mid Wales Local Authorities will plan for and deliver in
partnership an integrated and affordable transport system in the
region that facilitates economic development, ensures access for all
to services and opportunities, sustains and improves the quality of
community life, and makes an active contribution to the
management of carbon and the quality of the environment.
The LTP identifies issues and opportunities for all modes of
transport, though limited to identifying those falling within the local
transport authorities’ remit. It should not, for example include
proposals relating to the Trunk Road network or the Wales &
Borders rail franchise. The Joint Local Transport Plan was
submitted to the Welsh Government for approval on the 30th
January 2015. The LTP is a statutory document and sit alongside
Local Development Plans and other relevant polices and plans of
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Mid Wales (Joint) Local Transport Plan (2015)
the local authorities.

Local
•

Local Growth Zones Congestion and Parking

These projects have the potential to cause ‘in-combination’ effects
to the European sites within Powys. The transport schemes could
have an indirect effect on the sites and could increase their
vulnerability and have a substantial negative effect if connected in
any way.
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Powys Local Growth Zones (2012)

Local

Available at: http://wales.gov.uk/docs/det/publications/120717powyslocalreporten.pdf and
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/det/publications/121106powysresponseen.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Proposal for 4 Local Growth Zones in Powys consisting of:
This strategy does not permit development however, as the strategy
seeks to achieve the Local Growth Zone strategy using the 12
• The Severn Valley (Welshpool / Newtown / Llanidloes)
policy levers and development tools it could have an indirect effect.
• Rhayader / Llandrindod Wells / Builth Wells
The development principles supported by the tools and policy levers
• Brecon / Bronllys / Talgarth
to achieve ‘Local Growth Zones’ may cause an indirect adverse
• Ystradgynlais
affect to integrity on European designations
Key potential development tools and policy levers considered
appropriate to deliver the Local Growth Zone Strategy in Powys
Unclear how high-speed broadband and WiFi are to be installed,
include:
thus, may represent an impact depending on where and how such
• High-speed broadband and WiFi.
physical wiring such as fibre-optic equipment or communications
• Consistent mobile phone coverage and 3G / 4G services.
masts will be located.
• High quality road and rail infrastructure.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Development of commercial property which meets the needs of
indigenous and incoming businesses.
A planning system which enables and facilitates appropriate
economic growth and development.
Heritage-led regeneration initiatives focussed on properties in
key historic town centres.
Training and skills provision which is better aligned with the
needs of businesses.
Business rate relief targeted at specific areas.
Business support and funding which meets the needs of micro
and small businesses.
Energy supply and infrastructure which is fit for purpose
Effective use of EU funds to support business development, job
creation, and growth.
Development of the tourism offer of the county.

High quality road and rail infrastructure may require significant
improvements potentially leading to air pollution during construction
phase, disturbance and migration barrier (via noise, vibration and/or
artificial light), and potentially contamination from particulates.
Due to increased capacity of infrastructure, vehicular movements
are considered likely to increase thus, potentially representing a
source of air pollution potentially leading to an adverse effect on
integrity on a European site.
Development of tourism may result in increased pressure on
designations not only with pollution caused by vehicular movements
but also through recreational practises potentially causing
disturbance and habitat loss. Additionally the high quality road and
rail infrastructure may serve to increase the movement of people
during leisure times which may increase recreational pressures on
the designations.
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One Powys Plan (2014 - 2017)

Local

Available at: http://static.powys.gov.uk/corporate_docs/oppeng2014/
Document Details
As the key organisations responsible for delivering public services in
the county, we have agreed to join forces in a new way of working
called – One Powys. The aim of this new approach is to build upon
our successful track record of working together to improve the wellbeing of the people in Powys.
The aim of the One Powys approach is to improve public services
for the citizens of Powys by bringing together strategic partners in to
a single planning and delivery framework.
The One Powys approach is to:  Better align organisational and community planning
 Remove unnecessary duplication between the organisations
and partnerships
The One Powys approach encompasses the work of the following
organisations, and partnerships in Powys: Organisations:  Dyfed Powys Police
 Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner
 Powys Association of Voluntary Organisations
 Powys County Council
 Powys teaching Health Board
Partnerships:  Powys Local Service Board
 Powys Children and Young People's Partnership
 Powys Community Safety Partnership
 Powys Environmental Partnership

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The main objective of the One Powys plan is to enhance the county,
but this could result in added vulnerabilities for the European sites
within the boundaries and a 15km buffer.
This plan does not permit development, therefore it will not directly
impact the sites but as the plan would have to comply with the 10
outcomes it could have an indirect effect.
The plan encourages development of houses which may represent
a potential vulnerability in terms of increased footfall to a European
site potentially causing erosion and disturbance.
The plan encourages development of employment both in terms of
skills and learning improvements in addition to creating a diverse
economy. In practise this may mean evening classes and/or training
days which may require increased use of vehicles adding air
pollution. Additionally, unclear of what a diverse economy in
practise means, which may mean increasing tourism sector
increasingly to agricultural diversification potentially introducing
additional frequency and magnitude of vulnerabilities which
potentially represent an adverse impact on a European site.
Such Development could place pressures on water resources in
terms of elevated levels of contaminants. Construction of the
aforementioned could potentially lead to air pollution, disturbance
(noise and light), and contamination to adversely impact the
European site objectives.
Development as purported to achieve the 10 key outcomes
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One Powys Plan (2014 - 2017)




Local

Powys Health, Social Care and Well Being Partnership
Powys Local Children's Safeguarding Board
Powys Regeneration Partnership

identified may potentially cause disturbance and represent potential
migration barriers (physical size and scale, acoustic, and/or
vibration) to qualifying features which in turn may cause habitat
fragmentation.

10 key outcomes of plan:
• People in Powys live in supportive, sharing and self-reliant
communities;
• People in Powys benefit from a thriving diverse economy;
• People in Powys have the skills to pursue their ambitions;
• Powys families are safe and supportive places in which to
live;
• People in Powys are healthy and independent;
• People in Powys live in good quality affordable homes;
• People in Powys enjoy a clean, safe and green environment;
• People in Powys feel and are safe and confident;
• People in Powys are supported to get out of poverty; and
• People in Powys can easily access the services they need.
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Regeneration Strategy for Powys Action Plan (2014-2017)
Available at: Not available online to date
Document Details
The regeneration strategy for Powys was developed by Powell
Dobson consultants in 2010. The strategy provides a framework
within which the County Council and its partners will ensure that
regeneration is embedded into everyday practice, to deliver
outcomes which will have a positive impact upon not just the
physical, social, environmental, but the economic and cultural
attributes of the county as well. It is based around a vision that:
“Regeneration in Powys will nurture and promote the County’s
assets and strengths as the means to address its weaknesses by
establishing a robust and sustainable economy that is based upon
vibrant communities, and which enhances and protects the physical,
social and cultural environment of Powys”
It is felt that the strategy remains relevant and that the nine key
objectives which reflect the strategic needs of the County should
remain in place:
1. Objective 1 – Environment and Place
2. Objective 2 – Education and skills
3. Objective 3 – The Economy
4. Objective 4 – Health and well-being and the
community
5. Objective 5 – Quality of service provision
6. Objective 6 – Renewable energy alongside research
and development
7. Objective 7 – The significance of local culture and
the creative industries
8. Objective 8 – Tourism
9. Objective 9 – The needs of young people

Local

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The vision for Powys could have an adverse impact on European
Sites as the strengthening of the Powys economy and the
regeneration of the County could lead to extensive development
which could be given a higher priority than safeguarding the
environment. This may have indirect consequences in terms of
potential migration barriers, disturbance and/or air pollution
increasing European site vulnerability.
Despite this, the vision incorporates the importance of the
environment and in protecting these areas.
Dependent on European site sensitivity and the magnitude of the
impact, the potential exists for objective 2 to enhance air pollution
and disturbance due to increased vehicular travel during evenings
and weekends in addition to normal activities. In the longer term, if
acquired qualifications do meet the requirements for employment
within the Powys local economy, it may unintentionally create a
need to commute outside the county, again potentially serving to
increase pollution.
Additionally, increasing the number of tourists may result in an
increase in erosion through trampling, cycling, and horse riding,
disturbance through physical presence, noise, artificial light and
vibration. Loss of habitat and/or habitat fragmentation could be the
potential consequence although, dependent on the magnitude and
frequency or tourist use in addition to the sensitivity of receptors.
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Regeneration Strategy for Powys Action Plan (2014-2017)

Local

The Action Plan forms part of a re-launch of the Regeneration
Strategy which includes developing areas of impact:
1. Grow Powys – empowering and improving the
economic health of Powys
2. Resilient Powys – Encouraging innovation,
strengthening local services, communities and
partnerships
3. Empower Powys – Supporting communities to
tackle issues of local importance
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Powys Modernisation Plans

Local

Available at: http://www.powys.gov.uk/index.php?id=260&L=0
Document Details
The modernisation of the county's schools is one of the authority’s
main priorities, in both primary and secondary sectors.
The main challenges facing the authority are falling pupil numbers
and an increasing backlog in repairs and maintenance requirements
in schools. In January 2006 the authority had over 25% surplus
places (at a cost of over £4 million) in Primary Schools and an
investment requirement of £100,000,000 to bring its school
buildings up to the Welsh Assembly’s “fit for Purpose” requirements.
The modernisation programme will focus on the reduction in the
level of surplus places and bringing all school building to a fit for
purpose standard over the next 10-15 years.
In terms of the Primary Sector, a £37m investment programme is
now complete in the Maesydderwen catchment area, in and around
Ystradgynlais. Consultation has taken place in the Gwernyfed and
John Beddoes and Llanidloes and Machynlleth 'catchment areas.
In addition, work is now underway to provide a new £8.5m home for
Newtown's Welsh-Medium school Ysgol Dafydd Llwyd and for a
new £75m learning campus in Brecon.
The main factors giving rise to the need for modernisation of our
primary schools are:
• Falling rolls and a high level of vacant places;
• High cost per pupil;
• Deterioration of the school building stock; and
• Unsuitability of some school buildings for providing modern
education.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Modernisation plans would/will have chosen the location of the
new facilities carefully before construction of the schools and the
preferred site with the least detrimental effect on the European sites
would/will have been used.
The modernisation plans’ main aims is to enhance the education
system but by doing this and offering new schools to communities in
Powys it makes the facilities more energy efficient and in the long
term will have lower significant effect on the welfare of the qualifying
features within the sites. The current schools are relatively old and
are costly to operate with the number of pupils but with new, more
sustainable facilities which could accommodate higher number of
pupils it would have less strain on the water resources and would be
more carbon efficient. This would ultimately enhance the European
sites.
The construction of the new facilities and the necessary
infrastructure could increase the vulnerability of the qualifying
features within a close proximity to the development as although the
schools would not be located directly on the European site the
construction stage could indirectly affect the site with added runoff
carrying pollutants and harmful substances through the water
courses or through the air which could substantially lower a certain
species.
New transport routes which could lead to disruption of migration and
development near European sites.
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Powys Modernisation Plans

Local

Following the informal consultation in 2011, the Cabinet approved a
number of recommendations for transforming the secondary and
post-16 sectors in Powys. These included:
1.Developing new formal post-16 central planning, funding and
commissioning arrangements
2.Establishing collaborative ‘Families of Schools’ , now renamed as
Learning Partnerships
3.Explore the feasibility of establishing All Through Schools for 4 -18
year olds
4.Proposals to strengthen Welsh-medium education across the
secondary sector, now incorporated within the authority’s revised
Welsh in Education Strategic Plan
In November 2014 Powys County Council approved a new Powys
School Transformation Policy which replaces the county’s previous
policy for the organisation of primary schools and the secondary
schools modernisation policy.
The new policy sets out the council’s vision and process for the
transformation of primary and secondary schools, with the aim of
establishing an infrastructure for schools which:
•Provides for first class teaching and learning provision
•Has high quality leadership and management
•Improves access to Welsh-medium education
•Improves cost-effectiveness and efficiency
•Seeks to achieve an equitable distribution of resources between
schools
•Has the right number of schools in the right place for the current
and future pupil population of Powys County Council
•Has school buildings and blocks whose physical condition is
assessed as Grade A (Good) or Grade B (Satisfactory)
•Minimises dependency on temporary accommodation
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Powys Modernisation Plans

Local

•Reduces overall surplus places in schools
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European Regional Development Fund

Local

Available at: http://www.powys.gov.uk/index.php?id=8952&L=0#c84901
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Powys County Council, together with the Welsh Assembly
The European funding for the Severn Valley Regeneration and the
Government has secured £3.5 million of European ERDF funding
regeneration of Ystradgynlais would not directly affect a European
for the Severn Valley Strategic Regeneration Programme. The large site as it enhances an existing settlement. The grant would go
regeneration scheme is worth £7.5 million in total and is set to
towards enhancing the attractiveness of town centres and
transform town centres through improvements to shop fronts and
commercial properties and this would not have substantial effect on
commercial properties as well as new street furniture, landscaping
the qualifying feature.
and creating new infrastructure for business premises.
By attracting businesses to locate in the hub towns in the North and
Powys County Council has secured almost £1.7 million as part of
Ystradgynlais in the South this would result in added infrastructure
the project to deliver a built heritage scheme and to improve the
within the county. Although the new facilities would be energy
three main hubs of Llanidloes, Newtown and Welshpool. Work will
efficient to comply with current standards it would lead to an
also get underway to refurbish properties across the Severn Valley, increase in the vulnerability of sites close to it by increasing air
to support start-ups and attract new businesses, while Offa’s Dyke
pollution, disturbance and could effect the migratory patterns of a
and Abermule business parks have benefited from infrastructure
qualifying feature.
improvements.
With new developments their locations are chosen carefully before
News that part of south Powys will be included in a major Welsh
they’re developed which would negate the above issue around the
Assembly Government regeneration scheme has been welcomed
migratory patterns and would reduce the vulnerability that would
by Powys County Council. Leighton Andrews, Deputy Minister for
affect the sites directly due to this.
Regeneration announced in November 2008 that Ystradgynlais
would be included in the new Western Valley Strategic
Regeneration Area – a scheme to regenerate some of South Wales’
most deprived communities.
The SRA covers approx 150 square miles and includes a population
of around 136,000 people. It is similar in size and scope to the
Heads of the Valleys which was the first area of strategic
regeneration established by the Assembly Government and is
acknowledged as an exemplar project in tackling social and
economic regeneration.
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European Regional Development Fund

Local

The exact geographical boundaries of the Western Valleys are to be
confirmed but the area crosses five local authority boundaries and
stretches from the Amman Valley in the west across to the Upper
Garw and Ogmore Valleys in the east, taking in parts of the
Swansea, Dulais, Neath and Afan Valleys and extending to
Ystradgynlais in the north.
The issues affecting the Western Valleys are similar to those of the
Heads of the Valleys with both regions once dependent on coal and
metal working industries.
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Powys County Council Rights of Way Improvement Plan (2007-2017)

Local

Available at: http://static.powys.gov.uk/uploads/media/CGHT_ROWIP_07_bi_02.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
Vision
Many PRoW in Powys pass through European and Nationally
The county of Powys has, within its boundary, diverse and
important designated sites, such as Special Areas of Conservation
distinctive landscapes, which support a great range of species and
(SAC) and Special Sites of Scientific Interest (SSSI). Damage
habitats as well as being home to many sites of archaeological and
sustained due to use or weather will impact on the landscape and
scientific significance.
ecological character of a route and its surrounding environment. It is
essential to ensure that maintenance work is subject to prior
The provision of high quality access to Powys’ countryside and
consent from CCW and Welsh Government where national and
support for its biodiversity and heritage is at the heart of the work of international wildlife designations are affected.
Countryside Services. Public rights of way and Access Land offer
unrivalled opportunities for the enjoyment of the Powys countryside. Increased footfall from tourist activities with ‘access for all’ could
This Rights of Way Improvement Plan is the means by which Powys cause an adverse impact to integrity with regards to trampling and
County Council will plan and prioritise improvements to the current
erosion from walkers, cyclists or equestrian uses.
access available in the county, and will assist others in Powys in
developing an accessible countryside. The Plan will set out the
Additionally, due to provision of PRoW ‘access for all’, potentially
priorities and objectives of future work.
representing an increase in vehicular use travelling to and from sites
for recreational purposes, releasing air pollution which could
The vision of this Plan is to have a well-utilised, well-managed,
potentially cause an adverse effect on European site integrity.
meaningful and accessible countryside across Powys, supported by
high quality information.
Increased use of PRoW may give rise to disturbance in terms of
noise, physical disruption and inappropriate waste tipping potentially
Four main themes have been identified during the ROWIP process. causing an adverse impact on integrity. Such factors may also serve
These themes have been identified as being key to delivering the
as migration barriers potentially causing an adverse impact to
vision for access to the Powys countryside. They are:
European site integrity.
• Condition of the Public Rights of Way Network.
Development and Maintenance works are typically subject to
• Management and Enforcement of Public Rights of Way and
permissions acquired from the Countryside Council for Wales thus,
Access land.
appropriate mitigation considered likely where the integrity of a
• Definitive Map and Statement.
European site is vulnerable to adverse effect.
• Publicity and Promotion.

137

Appendix 5 – Plans, Projects and Programmes

Powys County Council Rights of Way Improvement Plan (2007-2017)
Under these priorities sit the aims that will be the key goals
supporting each of the themes.

Local

Damage to a PRoW can be exacerbated by the “braiding” that
occurs when users deviate off the definitive line to avoid existing
damage on the byway itself.

Condition of the Public Rights of Way Network
• To have an open, easy to use and well-signed public rights
of way network.
• Effectively manage, monitor and maintain opened paths in a
satisfactory condition.
Management and Enforcement of Public Rights of Way and Access
Land
• Take all reasonable steps to improve access for all.
• Identify and develop local, circular routes around
settlements.
• Improve and increase access onto and across Access Land.
• Ensure the long-term success of the recreational trails in
Powys.
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Powys Local Development Strategy (2015)

Local

Available at: Not yet available online
Document Details

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects

Rural Development Programme 2014-2020
The Wales Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 (RDP) is a 7
year European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
programme funded by the European Union and Welsh Government.
The Wales RDP 2014-2020, was submitted to the European
Commission on 11 July 2014, could provide £953m of European
and Welsh Government funding to rural Wales to help:
•
increase the productivity, diversity and efficiency of Welsh
farming and forestry businesses, improving their
competitiveness and resilience, reducing their reliance on
subsidies
•
improve the Welsh environment, encouraging sustainable
land management practices, the sustainable management of
our natural resources and climate action in Wales
•
promote strong, sustainable rural economic growth in Wales
and encourage greater community-led local development.

Priorities within the Action Plan to

There are 6 Rural Development Priorities which set the context for
the EAFRD and any actions that form part of the RDP 2014-2020
will fit within this structure of priorities:
•
fostering knowledge transfer and innovation in agriculture,
forestry, and rural areas
•
enhancing competitiveness of all types of agriculture and
enhancing farm viability
•
promoting food chain organisation and risk management in
agriculture
•
restoring, preserving and enhancing ecosystems dependent
on agriculture and forestry
•
promoting resource efficiency and supporting the shift

Despite this, the RDP encourages the importance of the
environment and in protecting these areas as it encourages
sustainable land management practices and the sustainable
management of natural resources.

•
•
•
•

increase the productivity, diversity and efficiency of Welsh
farming and forestry businesses,
improve the Welsh environment,
encouraging sustainable land management practices
promote strong, sustainable rural economic growth in Wales
encourage greater community-led local development

could have an adverse impact on European Sites as the
strengthening of the Powys economy and the regeneration of the
County could lead to extensive development which could be given a
higher priority than safeguarding the environment. This may have
indirect consequences in terms of potential migration barriers,
disturbance and/or air pollution increasing European site
vulnerability.
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Powys Local Development Strategy (2015)

•

Local

towards a low carbon and climate resilient economy in
agriculture, food and forestry sectors
promoting social inclusion, poverty reduction and economic
development in rural areas.

It anticipated that the new Wales RDP 2014-2020 will open from
January 2015. However, the Wales RDP 2014-2020 is subject to
change until the full programme has been agreed by the European
Commission.
Powys Local Development Strategy
The Rural Development Plan is important to the future economic
and social development of the County, particularly as since 2007
Powys has been the only predominantly rural County in Wales not
qualifying for Convergence status. The purpose of the Powys Local
Development Strategy (LDS) is to set out strategic objectives for
Powys between 2014 and 2020 as the basis for delivering activity
under the Rural Development Plan. The LDS is therefore an
important vehicle for achieving the economic development
ambitions of the Welsh Government within Powys.
For the 2014 – 2020 period, a new Local Action Group has been
formed, the One Powys Local Action Group (OPLAG) to develop the
LDS. The membership of the OPLAG has been drawn from the
current Powys Regeneration Partnership and Glasu Local Action
Group plus new members ensuring representation from all sectors.
The long term vision for OPLAG is that:
“By 2020 we aim to see vibrant, empowered and connected local
communities, delivering sustainable and innovative solutions to
current and future economic, social and environmental issues, to
enhance the economic wealth of the County”
OPLAG have identified a number of objectives that combined seek
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Powys Local Development Strategy (2015)

Local

to add value to the County’s assets, supporting the ability to build on
the strengths of the County’s communities and natural environment.
The OPLAG objectives are:
1. Encourage enterprise and entrepreneurship
2. Capitalise on our natural and human resources
3.Optimise collective strengths and assets to develop community
solutions
4. Build and broker skills
5. Collaborate, cooperate, communicate and co-produce
The first three objectives encapsulate the results and outcomes of
investment and intervention with the latter two objectives being the
tools to develop and support those initiatives.
Whilst initiatives under the LDS are still being established, the
framework for the medium term Action Plan for 2015 – 2018 is:
• Encourage enterprise and entrepreneurship
- Pilot projects utilising the natural environment to provide
training and employment opportunities
- Develop business partnerships to develop new ideas that
maximise opportunities within the uplands natural
environment to improve economic wellbeing
- Develop new activities related to the natural environment
and heritage
- Develop activities that link producers, visitors and products

together
•

Capitalise on our natural and human resources
- Pilot new outdoor activities and cultural and heritage
focussed activities with communities using the promotion of
loops and links between villages and towns
- Research possible pilot activities that develop the Welsh
language and link to outdoor activities
- Develop innovative activities that deliver bi-lingual childcare
services
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Powys Local Development Strategy (2015)

Local

-

•

•

•

Build the green credentials of Powys for living, working and
leisure
- Work with educational establishments to develop innovative
new products or processes for local materials
Optimise collective strengths and assets to develop community
solutions
- Facilitate community engagement to identify resilience and
capacity to enable new initiatives that could/will provide local
services and activities
- Identify the potential for transfer of community assets and
support implementation
- Provide support to pilot community hub initiatives
- Using existing toolkits (Community Pathways) develop a
programme of activity that supports community energy
development and enhances existing schemes (Welsh
Governments Resource Efficiency Service).
- Develop innovative ways of sharing information using
technology
Build and broker skills
- Undertake and audit of skills and expertise that could be
used for Mentoring and the exchange of best practice
- Develop Mentoring programmes to enable individuals to
become more entrepreneurial and innovative
- Investigate feasibility of the development of skills banks
Collaborate, cooperate, communicate and co-produce
- Mapping of all significant events in Powys
- Visits to successful activities within other rural settings to
learn best practice
- Audit potential and then pilot innovative approaches to
supply chain development with all sectors

This framework is seeking to put in a strong infrastructure to
develop local communities, businesses and service providers to
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Powys Local Development Strategy (2015)

Local

work alongside each other, recognising their collective
responsibilities and identifying collaborative solutions. It aims to
build a firm foundation for people, businesses, networks and the
processes that will support their co-operation and envisages a
sustainable County being built upon investing in stronger
communities, utilising the assets and skills for collective benefits
and recognising that progress can be achieved by realising
economies of scale and shared learning.
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Montgomery Canal Conservation Management Strategy (Sept 2005) Local
Available at: http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/2132.pdf
A ten year prospectus for Glyndwr Cymru is also available at: http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/4804.pdf
Document Details
Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Montgomery Canal Conservation Management Strategy (2005) All future developments and activities will introduce change to the
has been prepared by the Montgomery Canal Partnership, to guide
landscape. Neglect of the canal will lead to deterioration of its
the restoration and future management of the canal. The
contribution to the landscape, but unsympathetic development, both
Partnership consists of fifteen organisations, representing local
canalside and in the wider corridor, is also a potential threat to
authorities, navigation groups, conservation organisations, and
European sites.
British Waterways, who own and operate the canal.
Increased footfall from tourist activities could cause an adverse
The canal was built in several sections, initially to supply limestone
impact to integrity with regards to trampling and erosion from
from Llanymynech, and extended from Frankton Junction, near
walkers, cyclists.
Ellesmere, to Newtown 34 miles south. The canal declined with
competition from the railways, and was abandoned in 1936,
An increase in vehicular use travelling to and from sites for
following a major breach at Perry Aqueduct, close to the
recreational purposes, releasing air pollution which could potentially
northern end. The restoration of the canal dates back to 1969, when cause an adverse effect on European site integrity.
threats to build a link road on the Welshpool section led to a major
outcry from locals and boating interests alike. Since then restoration Increased visitors may give rise to disturbance in terms of noise,
has proceeded in a series of small projects, with major input from
physical disruption and inappropriate waste tipping potentially
voluntary groups and local authorities as well as British
causing an adverse impact on integrity. Such factors may also serve
Waterways. There is now seven miles of the canal open in England, as migration barriers potentially causing an adverse impact to
connected to the Llangollen Canal, and a further eleven miles in
European site integrity.
Wales, centred around Welshpool, but this section is isolated from
the main network. Just over half of the canal has now been restored
and re-opened to navigation.
This document now provides a framework for delivering a
sustainable restoration that seeks to meet the needs and values of
all.
The mission of the Strategy is :
“To restore the Montgomery Canal as a flagship model of
sustainable canal restoration with a strategic focus on rural
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Montgomery Canal Conservation Management Strategy (Sept 2005) Local
regeneration. To protect the canal’s unique environment and
heritage through research, management and excellence in design.
To increase access for all through interpretation with the promotion
of tourism and educational use”.
The development of the canal and canal corridor, particularly
matches a range of local and regional initiatives, and the canal is
specifically mentioned in the following policy documents:
• Powys, Shropshire and Oswestry Local Development/Structure
Plans
• Action Plan for the Development of Welshpool
• Shropshire Tourism Strategy
• Oswestry Tourist Development Strategy
• Llanymynech Limeworks, Heritage Area Conservation Plan
• Shropshire, Powys and Oswestry Community Strategies
Other documentation relating to the Montgomery Canal includes the
“All Wales Partnership Strategic Plan - 10 Year Vision – 2014 to
2024” and the “Ten Year Prospectus for Glandwr Cymru” (see link
above).
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Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan (2010 – 2015)

Local

Available at: http://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/the-authority/planning/strategy-and-policy/npmp/2010-2015-national-park-management-plan
Consultation Document: http://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Draft-Management-Plan-Consultation.pdf
Document Details
The plan coordinates and integrates all other plans, strategies and
actions within the park's boundaries. No major decision concerning
the park should be taken without regard to the Management Plan.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The BBNPMP sets out a vision based strategy for the BBNP and is
the overriding document encompassing broad scale national
policies to locally specific policies.

The Plan lays out 20-year strategies and 5-year actions by and for
everyone delivering its purposes and duty, or concerned about the
Park’s future. The plan promotes coordinated implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of activities collectively across a wide
range of partners and stakeholders. In essence the plan creates a
framework from which park management and guiding principles can
be taken.

It is not a policy document but pulls together all relevant policy
documents covering the BBNP. Therefore direct in-combination
impacts of the BBNPMP cannot be identified but some of the aims
and objectives of the Plan such as opportunities for outdoor access
and recreation may have adverse impacts to European site integrity.

The National Park Management Plan is the primary conduit
between broad-scale international and national policies, and
Park-specific decision-making processes. It ensures that the
BBNPA, in cooperation with its partners, contributes and adds value
to national policy objectives. As a result, the Plan sets the
framework for the Corporate Business Plan and for more detailed
Park strategies and programmes, including the Local Biodiversity
Action Plan, the Sustainable Tourism Strategy and other Parkrelated strategies.
The National Park Management Plan is the principal vehicle
for ensuring that the statutory provisions of the Environment
Act 1995 are met.5 The central role of the management plan,
then, is to guide the delivery of the statutory purposes and
duty, assisted by the BBNPA’s statutory planning function.
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Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan (2010 – 2015)

Local

Successful implementation of the Management Plan is a task
shared by all, and, therefore, requires active partnerships
between all those involved or with an interest in - often
referred to as “stakeholders” - the Brecon Beacons National
Park.
The main themes of the management plan are as follows:
1.Managing park landscapes to maximise conservation and public
benefits.
2. Conserving and enhancing biodiversity.
3. Providing everyone with opportunities for outdoor access and
recreation.
4.Raising awareness and understanding of the Park.
5. Building and maintaining sustainable communities, towns and
villages.
6. Sustainable economic development
Note: The National Park Management Plan is undergoing
consultation until 24 April 2015. A draft Management Plan has been
prepared, the electronic version can be found by clicking this
link: Draft Management Plan – Consultation.
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Newtown By Pass

Local

Available at: http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/transport/2014/140313nbp/?lang=en
Document Details
Following a review, the Welsh Government has published a revised
preferred route, including changes at four locations to avoid a gas
main and reduce the amount of earthworks needed.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
The Newtown By Pass infrastructure project may have negative
effects on the qualifying features within a European Site such as
direct loss of habitat and/or migratory routes through development,
increased transport movements, increased infrastructure will
The changes will reduce the impact of the works on the environment increase pollution, disturbance / fragmentation & severance of
habitats and species.
and lead to cost savings of around £5m. It will also mean there will
now be an overtaking lane for the whole length of the bypass and
Atmospheric pollution generated as a result of the infrastructure
the amended route will be further away from the Garth Owen
project will have a substantial negative effect.
housing estate, reducing the impact on them.
Increased possibility of further pollution and disturbance to the
European sites via noise and physical erosion may also be evident.
The new route differs from the previous on at four locations:
• At the eastern tie in, the route crosses over rather than
under the Cambrian Railway line
• At the A489 junction, a roundabout replaces a grade
separated junction and the route has been moved
southwards by approximately 60m.
• At the A483 junction the alignment has been moved
southwards by approximately 250m
• At the western tie in (near Glandulas Holiday Park), the
route has been moved northwards by approximately 80m.
Plans showing the new route of the £56 million Newtown bypass
went on show to the public on the 8th April 2014 for public
consultation.
The Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan (WG, 2014)
The Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan co-ordinates a summary
of infrastructure investment, including transport schemes, across
Wales. The “project pipeline” was last updated in Dec. 2014 and
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progress is published in a retrospective annual report.
The Wales Infrastructure Investment Plan – Project Pipeline Update
December 2014 includes a section on all Welsh Government
programmes and projects where total scheme value exceeds £15
million and if not already started are due to begin in the next three
years. Update states that Whilst the pipeline schemes presented
here are our priority projects and have a high probability of being
delivered as described this does not represent a formal commitment
form the Welsh Government, to reflect the potential for future
uncertainties, including the future public spending outlook. Of
particular relevance to Powys is the Welsh Government’s
commitment to the Newtown Bypass, details of which are included
below.
Project/
Programme
A483/A489
Newtown
Bypass

Total
Scheme
Value
£83
million

WG
Support

Timetable

£83 million

Revised
preferred
route
announced
April 2014.
Work due to
start on site
summer
2015.
Anticipated
completion
late
2017/early
2018

Finance
and
Delivery
Financed
by WG
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Windfarms Montgomeryshire, National Grid Connection and Sub Station - Local

Mid Wales Connections Project
Available at:
Document Details

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects

The following provides local context in regard to Utilities
infrastructure (i.e. electricity networks) associated with the
transmission and distribution of renewable energy development in
Powys.

It is anticipated that the proposed suite of Development
management policies within the LDP would enable the appropriate
consideration of relevant electricity infrastructure proposed at a
scale where council would be the consenting authority.

Mid Wales has been identified as an important location for onshore
wind by the Welsh Government and, as a result, a number of
generation companies are planning wind farms in the region. In
response to these and other renewable energy developments utility
providers including National Grid and Scottish Power need to
support the connection of these wind farms in Powys to the wider
electricity network. This type of infrastructure includes electricity
transmission systems (i.e. the long distance transfer of electricity
through 400kV and 275kV lines), and distribution systems (i.e. lower
voltage lines from 132kV to 230V from transmission substations to
the end user and associated infrastructure (i.e. substations).

Given that consent for these projects is being determined at a
national level, the LDP does not include any specific site allocations
or policy requirements in relation to electricity transmission or
distribution infrastructure.

A major project of relevance that could come forward during the
LDP plan period is the Mid Wales Connection Project. This project
has two components, the Scottish Power Mid Wales Connection
Project and the National Grid Mid Wales Connection Projects.
The Mid Wales Connection Project is an electricity networks project
for a number of wind farms in mid Wales that have signed
connections agreement for SP Manweb and National Grid to design
and build connections to the wider electricity network.
The Scottish Power Mid Wales Connection Project is made up of a

While a wind farm may cover a large area of land, many land uses
such as agriculture are compatible with it. There are potential bird
and bat mortality at wind turbines as they are around artificial
structures.
The scale of the ecological impact may or may not be significant,
depending on specific circumstances. Prevention and mitigation of
wildlife fatalities, and protection of peat bogs affect the siting and
operation of wind turbines.
Wind turbines often have a significant visual impact on the
landscape. Conflicts arise especially in scenic and heritage
protected landscapes.
Other issues include:
•
•

Noise Problems
Interference
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number of proposed components:
• 132kV Overhead line connections linking the wind farms to
the National Grid substation near Cefn Coch;
• Underground cables (if/as identified as part of the
Environmental Impact Assessment process);
• Construction components; and
• A 33kV/132kV substation.
The National Grid Mid Wales Connection project proposes to
connect new onshore wind generation in Mid Wales by constructing
a substation, at Bryngwyn in the Cefn Coch area, and a new 400kV
connection from that substation at Bryngwyn, to a point on the
existing National Electricity Transmission System and Berghill, near
Lower Frankton, Shropshire.

•
•
•

Appearance
Land use
Birds

Cefn Coch, via Llansantffraid, to Lower Frankton in Shropshire
which has been identified as the draft route to connect wind farms in
Mid Wales to the national electricity network would cross the
Montgomery Canal SAC and is within 2km of the Tanat and Vrnwy
Bat SAC and the Midland Meres and Mosses Ramsar site. No
potential in combination effects have been identified at this stage.
The applicant is due to undertake a HRA.

These projects are nationally significant infrastructure projects and
are subject to the planning process set out in the Planning Act 2008.
These types of applications are considered under Section 37 of the
Electricity Act (1989) by the Department of Energy and Climate
Change and Council is consulted and can provide comments prior
to assessment. These projects are yet to be formally assessed
under this regime.
In addition, a conjoined public inquiry into wind farm developments
in Powys commenced in May 2013, the findings of which are yet to
be announced by DECC. Historically, Powys Council objected to
five wind farm applications and one application for an overhead line
which were submitted under the Electricity Act 1989 to the
Department of Energy and Climate Change. These objections by
the Council triggered a conjoined public inquiry into these schemes,
namely:
• Llanbadarn Fynydd wind farm;
• Llanbrynmair wind farm;
• Fferm Y Wynt Llaithddu wind farm;
• Llandinam wind farm;
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• Carnedd Wen wind farm; and
• Llandinam 132kV electricity line.
Until the findings of the inquiry are announced, it is impossible to
ascertain what impact the findings could have on the Mid Wales
Connection Projects. Given that consent for these projects is being
determined at a national level, the LDP does not include any
specific site allocations or policy requirements in relation to
electricity transmission or distribution infrastructure.
For applications regulated by the Electricity Act (1989) for which the
consent authority is Department of Energy and Climate Change,
Council is given the opportunity to provide comment prior to
consideration. Powys Council would generally emphasise the need
for the proposal to not detrimentally impact on the natural or built
environment. In this regard, where overhead lines are considered
the more favourable option there are guidelines, known as the
Holford rules. These rules were established in 1959 and are
presented today in National Policy Statement for Electricity
Networks Infrastructure (EN-5), this document forms the basis upon
which overhead lines are routed.
Following these rules, lines are routed to avoid:
• Areas of highest amenity value such as Areas of
Outstanding National Beauty (AONB);
• Avoid smaller areas of amenity value or scientific value by
deviation;
• Follow as straight a path as possible to limit the use of angle
and terminal towers;
• Choose tree and hill backgrounds as opposed to open sky
backgrounds;
• Use where possible moderately open valleys with woods
where the apparent height of the towers would be reduced
and views of the line broken;
• Approach urban areas through industrial zones and carefully
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•

assess comparative costs of undergrounding lines between
the approach and substation when pleasant residential and
recreational areas intervene.
for which applications are not received by the Department of
Energy and Climate Change until Council gives a response.

Council would generally raise no objection to such development in
relation to landscape and visual impact if the proposal was in
accordance with the rules.
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Powys Waste Strategy (2014)
Local
Available at: http://pstatic.powys.gov.uk/fileadmin/Docs/Planning/LDP/Powys_Waste_Strategy_2014-15.pdf
Document Details
Powys County Council have introduced the following objectives in
order to accord with the “Towards Zero Waste” strategy:
•
Awareness and Education
•
High Recycling
•
Maximising Recovery from Residual Waste
•
Minimising Waste to Landfill
•
Sustainable Waste Management
•
Partnering
•
Cost Efficient Service
The Strategy outlines the current practices being undertaken in
Powys with the overall aim of reducing waste to landfill.

Potential impacts that could cause ‘in-combination’ effects
There are a number of potential impacts that Waste can have on
habitats These are summarised below:
•
Dust
•
Hours of operation / disturbance
•
Litter
•
Impact of landfill on existing nature conservation and
archaeology
•
Noise
•
Odours
•
Protection of surface and groundwater
•
Transport and access
•
Visual impact
The Waste Strategy / LDP is not proposing landfill sites so minimal
impact on qualifying features is likely.
Waste transfer station development – above issues to be
considered and may have direct impact on nature conservation.
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